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We're putting down deep roots and giving
back to the communities we serve.

We think it's only natural to cultivate meaningful relationships  volunteering over 130,000 hours of their time. From refurbishing
in the communities where we live and work. And at Dominion,  homeless shelters to replenishing local food banks to cleaning
that means we do more than write checks. So while we're  up parks to helping soldiers and their families, we're donating
very proud fo invest more than $20 million in our communities  the most precious resource of all: our energy. Learn more by
annually, we're even prouder of Dominion’s employees for  visiting dom.com/foundation.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Temporary financial assistance may be
available to Veterans or their widow who show a
need and meet eligibility requirements.

Assistance is based on household income
and may be given for rent or mortgage, property
tax, utilities, car payment, car/home/life/medical
insurances, and food or personal items.

The commission considers household
income, living expenses, available assets,
medical expenses, and the special needs of each
applicant when determining eligibility.

The Veteran must have been discharged
under honorable conditions and must have
served on active duty for purposes other than
training. Applicant must be a resident of Lorain
County for 90 days prior to application.

www.dd214chronicle.com

LORAIN COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE

TRANSPORTATION

Transportation is provided to and from the VA
Medical Facilities in Wade Park & Parma and the
VA Clinic in Lorain. Availability is on a first-come,
first-serve basis,

A morning shuttle is available to Wade Park &
Parma. The wheelchair accessible van and home
pick-ups are provided for appointments at the VA
Clinic in Lorain ONLY. CALL 440.284.4624

THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS - 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
= REQUIREMENTS »
HONORABLE DISCHARGE or
UNDER HONORABLE CONDITIONS
RESIDENT OF LORAIN COUNTY
DD214 -VALID STATE PHOTO ID

440.284.4625

VA CLAIMS ASSISTANCE

Our Veterans Service Officer's hold
accreditation through the Ohio Department of
Veterans Services and the National Association
of Veterans Service Officers. They are the duty
experts on the claims process and serve as your
liaison to the Department of Veteran's Affairs.

V50's also assist Veteran's in obtaining their
DD 214 (discharge papers), applying for reissue
of medals and a high school diploma for wartime
Veterans.

The Veteran must provide their DD 214, proof
of residency and other vital documents such as
marriage and birth certificates, divorce decree,
custody papers, verification of household income
as required for financial assistance and VA claims
assistance,

www.LorainCountyVeterans.com
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STAN D AT EASE By John H. Tidyman, Editor

Cleveland in World War Il

ere’s a little background.
History Press asked
James Banks, Ph.D., to

write the story of Our Town in
WWII. Banks wanted to do it, but
he knew it would be a better book
if he teamed up with Plain Dealer
writer Brian Albrecht.

Together, Banks and Albrecht
are a one-two punch when the sub-
ject is The Good War. Albrecht, a
longtime reporter at the Plain Deal-
er has carved an editorial specialty
with stories about our veterans. His
reputation precedes him.

Banks has been honored many
times for his teaching excellence.
Twice he has been named Ohio Pro-
fessor of the Year by the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching. At Tri-C West, he has
created a fascinating museum of
military items and artifacts.

So much for alittle background.

It is history and it is local. It is
the diary kept by Cleveland, now un-
earthed and made understandable.

To say the book is remarkable
damns with faint praise. It begins
with a Clevelander’s reaction to the
bombing of Pearl Harbor. It doesn’t
end until Germany, Japan, and Italy
all admit defeat.

The costs of winning remain
unaccountable.

Going to war is a forced voyage;
it is a tumultuous ride through a
hurricane. The winds are ceaseless;
no land is in sight.

Men and women on the ship
didn’t know the destination and
didn’t know if it would be a one-

Cleveland infantrymen in battle

way voyage.

yet, in a sense, we all go: Moms
and Dads, little brothers and
sisters, neighbors, friends and
classmates.

The war was a communications
two-way street. War was brought
home via radio and newspapers.
Those media were the communi-
cation lifelines. From home, letters
and packages were sent.

The introduction to this book
strongly suggests where the book
is going.

“The damn Japs, the damn
Japs bombed Pearl Harbor!” That’s
how Robert Laczko remembered
his birthday party on Sunday,
December 7, 1941.

“He was not yet of school age,
getting ready for his birthday at his
grandmother’s house on Buckeye
Road. The adults were listening to
the ‘old Philco’ radio when he heard
men hollering and slapping the radio
and pounding on it.

“The excitement was a mix of Eng-
lish and Hungarian, as he recalled.
Few knew where Pearl Harbor was. He
remembered his mother crying. ‘Soon,

all the women in the home
were crying,’ he said.

It was a day he will
never forget.

In the next few hours
and days, Clevelanders
would join and pray to-
gether. As American in-
volvement in the war
rapidly accelerated,
Clevelanders would work

cLeveLano | and mourn together.
Not all of us go to war and  WORLD war 1l

Cleveland industry,
before Pearl Harbor, was
shaking off the frighten-
ing decade of the Depres-
sion and eager to show
off and profit from its manufac-
turing strengths.

Suddenly Cleveland’s manufac-
turing potential - fifth in the na-
tion at that time - was redirected
to war.

The transformation remains
unbelievable. Apex Electrical Man-
ufacturing, Bishop and Babcock,
Geometric Stamping Company,
Van Dorn Iron Works, Sherwin-
Williams, and Ferro Corporation
were some of the companies that
suddenly switched product lines
and went on a war footing.

These companies produced ma-
chine gun mounts, artillery shells,
anti-tank mines, armored plating
for tanks, camouflage paints, and
thermite.

Plenty more companies switched
product lines to serve the war effort.
Many quickly produced innovative
designs that would save Allied lives
continued on page 11
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From this day to the ending of the world,

But we in it shall be remembered-

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;

For he to-day that sheds his blood with me

Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile,

This day shall gentle his condition;

And gentlemen in England now-a-bed

Shall think themselves accurs’d they were not here,
And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks
That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s day.

Wm. Shakespeare’s Henry the Fifth
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Former Marine Recalls War Game

by Jerri Donohue

Marine sergeant Mark King did
not expect to do training exer-
cises with Norwegian soldiers dur-
ing Desert Storm.

Why war games in Scandinavia?

“To prove that the United States
could support its allies even though
they were in another major conflict,”
King said. “To prove the point that
the Marines could be anywhere.”

King’s enduring memory of Nor-
way is its cold winter weather.

“You'd be out in the field, and
a little Norwegian family would
come skiing down the road,” he said.
“There’d be a mother and father and
maybe a couple of kids. They’d come
by and said, ‘Hi, American!” And
you'd be standing there freezing.”

King resisted the temptation to
lob a few snowballs at the cheer-
ful Norwegians in their toasty
snowsuits.

“Norway was an interesting
place, but you might want to go
there in the summer,” he said.

King’s deci-
sion to enlist
took place long
before he was
old enough to
do so. His first
exposure to the
military left
him with a posi-
tive impression,
even though it
occurred dur-

Mark King

the Marines.
“If you’re
going to go, you
might as well
go big,” he said
with a chuckle.
King trained
as an 8lmm
mortarman. Al-
though he spent
much of his

ing the Hough
riots when he was a boy. Ohio Na-
tional Guardsmen were everywhere.
When he and his father stopped at
a red light, King made eye contact
with a white Guardsman standing
on the corner.
“He was not threatening,” King
said. “And he looked squared away.”
The stranger winked at King.
“And I made my decision: I'm
going to become that right there,”
King recalled.
He enlisted in 1978, choosing

time at Camp
Pendleton in
California, he also experienced the
usual assignments to Okinawa and
Japan. The Marines sent him to the
Philippines, too, and on a good will
tour to Canada. He described thelat-
ter as “a dog and pony show” which
included descending ship by cargo
nets like troops in World War II.

After 10 years of active duty, King
switched to the Reserves, joining the
Third Battalion, 25th Marines. He
went to Norway with them.

“A Marine goes wherever he’s or-

s — in Norway

dered to go,” King said.

From 1991 to 1993, King
served in the Ohio National Guard
in an armored cavalry unit.

“I got to ride around on my
dream vehicle,” he said, referring to
the M1A1 Abrams tank. “No more
walking. There’s nothing better
than sitting up there on 60 tons.”

These days King works with
other former Marines as a certi-
fied firearms instructor at Con-
cealed Carry Courses, LLC. The
two years he expected to teach
have stretched to almost 13. He
describes his work as “teaching
people to save their lives in any
given situation that you might em-
ploy a firearm.”

King deplores what he views as
a lowering of standards and mor-
als in today’s society that make
necessary jobs like his.

“Out here on these streets, peo-
ple turn on one another like run-
ning water,” he said.

Black Man in a White Man’s World
AN UNSUNG HERO IN WWII

by Jon S. Randal

5 ‘._Eugene Jacques
_ Bullard
e was a “nobody,” just another
black man trying to get by in a
white man’s world.

He probably would have re-
mained a nobody in the U.S. had it
not been for a visit by an old friend.

In 1960, the President of France

www.dd214chronicle.com

and international war hero, Charles
DeGaulle, visited the United States.
The French President made one re-
quest to the White House: He want-
ed to see an old friend, a French
knight whose bravery and heroics
helped defend the free world.

Not knowing this man, the White
House had to search for this mys-
terious hero - what they found was
a simple, elevator operator in New
York. His name was Eugene Bullard.

Eugene Jacques Bullard, the first
African-American fighter pilot; A
man of courage and patriotism

It was then that the U.S. began to
learn about Eugene Jacques Bullard,
the first African-American fighter
pilot in history.

Bullard was born on October 9,
1894 in Georgia. After witnessing
his father almost unjustly lynched,
he remembered that his father told
him that in France, a man is accept-
ed as a man regardless of the color

continued on page 7
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Korean War Claims Jesse L. Brown, Navy’s first Black aviator
Jesse L. Brown became the U.S. Navy's first black aviator in October 1948. He was killed
when his plane was shot down during the Battle of Chosin Reservoir in North Korea. He
was unable to parachute from his crippled FAU Corsair and crash-landed successfully.
His injuries and damage to his aircraft prevented him from leaving the plane.

A white squadron mate, Thomas Hudner, crash-landed his F4U Corsair near Brown
and attempted to extricate Brown but could not and Brown died of his injuries. Hudner
was awarded the Medal of Honor for his efforts. The U.S. Navy honored Jesse Brown
by naming an escort ship after him—the USS Jesse L. Brown.
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Baldwin Wallace Student’s Army Service Leads
to Career in Law Enforcement

n Iraq in 2007, Nathaniel “Nate”

Heaton patrolled an impoverished
section of east Baghdad, usinga maze
of alleys to avoid roadside bombs.
Primitive plumbing in such a big city
shocked him.

“There’d be puddles of human
waste everywhere,” he said.

Iranian and Al-Quaeda fighters
plagued the area. Unseen gunmen
fired on Americans from buildings
and dangerous house-to-house
combat was inevitable.

“Kicking in that door, knowing
they're in there waiting for you - it’s
very scary,” Heaton said.

Now a student at Baldwin Wallace
University, the former Army specialist
served as an infantryman with
the 82 Airborne. He had enlisted
straight out of high school in 2005.

During his first deployment,
Heaton lived in a hotel converted to
barracks.

by Jerri Donohue

He and his buddies
wearied of MREs (Meals
Ready to Eat), but an
enterprising 8-year old
boy sold them delicious
sandwiches made of fresh
pita bread and eggs.

Kids also figure in
Heaton’s favorite memory of
Iraq. American soldiers often

tossed candy to children Nate Heaton

with the Iraqis, playing
soccer and sharing meals
with them.

As for civilians, Heaton
said, “There were plenty who
didn’tlike us but it definitely
wasn't everyone.”

In his combat gear and
toting a machine gun,
Heaton imagines that he
was a frightening sight.

from moving vehicles.
One day Heaton spotted a little girl
pushing a boy in a wheelchair.

“They were waving, smiling and
cheering,” he said. “I threw the whole
[5-1b.] bag to them.”

During Heaton’s second
deployment, from 2009 to 2010, he
trained Iraqi paratroops. For months,
he and other Americans lived at an
Iraqi outpost for two weeks at a time.
They then returned to their own base
for a week. Heaton enjoyed working

Despite rules keeping
civilians at a distance, smiling Iraqi
men occasionally dared to shake
Heaton’s hand and thank him for
being in the neighborhood.

“It took guts,” Heaton said. “I don’t
think I'd go up to a guy who looks like
he might want to kill me and shake
his hand.”

Heaton left the Armyin 2010. He
earned an associate’s degree from
Cuyahoga Community College. At
Baldwin Wallace he is now completing

a Bachelor of Arts degree with a
double major in criminal justice and
sociology.

Meanwhile, he is a part-time
sanitation worker in Medina and
a part-time veterans’ assistant at
Baldwin Wallace where his tasks
include organizingand posting events,
and putting benefit information on
the website.

“Pretty much anything that’s in
the best interest of veterans, I do,”
he said.

Between his two jobs, Heaton
racks up 45-hour workweeks, in
addition to his course load.

He credits his military service for
his desire to pursue a career in local
or federal law enforcement.

“I miss wearing the uniform and
that sense of pride that comes with
it,” he said. “Being proud of what I'm
doing and knowing I'm making a
difference in helping others.”

BW

BALDWIN
WALLACE

UNIVERSITY

Baldwin Wallace does not discri
gender or sexual orieg
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age, disability, national origin,
olicies or programs.

Are you ready to continue your education?

BW offers a great adult learning community and all
the resources of one of “America’s Best Colleges.”

e Choose from programs for bachelor degree completion,
accelerated BSN, Physician Assistant, MBA, or MAEd.

¢ Classes are offered in Berea and at Corporate College East.
Some courses are available online.

* Your DD214 gives you up to 25 hours of college credit. Other
military training and previous college credit may count toward

degree requirements.

¢ Post 9/11 Veterans: BW is proud to be part of the Yellow
Ribbon program. Your G.I. Bill benefits may make your BW

education tuition free!

Contact an admission counselor today!
Go to www.bw.edu/military or call 440-826-8012.

www.dd214chronicle.com

continued from page 5

of his skin. So, the young Bullard
stowed away on a ship, and eventu-
ally made his way to France. When
World War I broke out, he joined
the French Foreign Legion, then the
Aéronautique Militaire and the La-
fayette Flying Corps, where he distin-
guished himself, becoming the first
African-American fighter pilot in his-
tory. When the U.S. finally joined the
war, Bullard tried to rejoin his coun-
trymen, but despite all his military
honors, he was ignored because he
was black.

Bullard would be seriously wound-
ed several times, but he never gave
up his fight for freedom and justice.
At the beginning of World War I, he
even worked as a spy, fighting against
Nazi sympathizers. In 1954, France
invited him to be one of three peo-
ple to relight the everlasting flame
at the Tomb of the Unknown Solid-
er. In 1959, he was made a chevalier
(knight) of the Légion d’honneur,
which is France’s most coveted award.

When he finally returned to the
U.S., no one knew him, and he lived
in poverty and relative obscurity. The
only reminders of his hero status in
his humble apartment were a few
photos and a framed case containing
his 15 French war medals for valor.

When the French president finally
got to meet the courageous French
knight, he publicly and internation-
ally embraced Eugene Bullard as a
true hero.

When he died a year later, On Oc-
tober, 12, 1961, he was laid to rest
with full honors by the Federation
of French War Officers.

It would take his own country 33
years, but on August 23, 1994, Eu-
gene Bullard was posthumously com-
missioned a Second Lieutenant in the
United States Air Force.

Bullard “was a man who hesitat-
ed to speak of himself but one who
stood on the principles of honesty
and integrity. He treated everyone as
he wished to be treated . . . He lived
by the belief that all men were cre-
ated equal and should be treated ac-
cordingly,” according to William I.
Chivalette, Curator at the Air Force
Enlisted Heritage Research Institute.

He is remembered for painting a
red bleeding heart pierced by a knife
on the fuselage of his plane. Below
the heart was the inscription “Tout
le Sang qui coule est rouge!” which
translates to “All Blood Runs Red.”

www.dd214chronicle.com

Attention Shoppers! Wal-Mart in the News

Man threatening Wal-Mart customers shot, killed by police How Walmart Keeps an Eye on lts Massive Workforce

Walmart Heirs Worth Same Amount As Nearly Half Of Americans Combined ~ One person shot af Darien Walmart

Man with guns, machete is shot, killed at Pa. Wal-Mart Woman steals $40,000 from Walmart on last day

Walmart Heir Is Way Less Rich Than Anyone Knew Woman Accused of Throwing Greenville Walmart Customer to Ground By Her Hair
Walmart employee accused of stealing nearly $240K Man fires gun inside Albany Walmart

Gun goes off in south Springfield Walmart Bird infestation at Chicopee Walmart raises health concerns

Automated bomb threat causes Walmart evacuations across Maine Study: Walmart's Chinese Imports Cost 400K US Jobs

ATLENE ON

VEPERANS &
DEPENDENTS OF .
ETERANS

A
iYou May Be Eligible For
ASSISTANCE with...

* VA Claims e Disability/Widow Pensions
* Military Records ¢ Memorial Affairs
* Social Work ¢ Rent/Mortgage
o Utility Bills * Food ° Clothing and Hygiene
*VA Medical Transportation

2

CUYAHOGA COUNTY
VETERANS SERVICE COMMISSION

1849 Prospect Ave., Ste 150 | Cleveland, OH 44115

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866-915-8387

1201 PROOF
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hen many people hear,
“Tuskegee Airmen,” the
movie of the all-Black

fighter pilots from WWII comes
to mind. The airmen were the pi-
lots who escorted the United States
bomber groups to targets during
World War II. The tails of their
planes were painted red. They were
affectionately called the “Red Tails.”

When I hear Red Tails or Tuskeg-
ee Airmen, I think of my late father-
in-law, Gilbert A. Cargill, who was
one of the original Tuskegee Air-
men, and was primarily responsible

DD 214 Chronicle January/February 2016

Gilbert Cargill on top with Hackley Woodford,
Flight Surgeon at Tuskegee.

for teaching the airmen how to fly.

Gilbert Cargill’s first exposure to
flying came as a youth when a “barn-
stormer “made a forced landing in
afarmer’s field near Oberlin, Ohio.
Cargill and several friends heard
about it and rushed to the site. For
young Cargill, this was to have a per-
manent and profound impact on him
and a foretelling of things to come.
His flight training began as soon as
he was able to earn enough money
to pay for it. Initially, because of his
race, he could not find an airport
that would instruct him. After some

- RED, WHITE, AND BLUE

searching, he came upon Friendly
Field, in Strongsville, Ohio.

It was there he began flying les-
sons, but he could only afford 15
minutes per month. After several
months, he said he came to realize
that they did not want to teach him
how to fly. “They only wanted the
money.” From that day forward, he
referred to “Friendly Field as Fraud-
ulent Field.

In1936, he graduated Cum Laude
from Oberlin College where he ma-
jored in Mathematics and minored
in Physics. As a student teacher, he

by Darlene

The Red Tails and
Col. Harry Stewart

Battles in the Air, Battles at Home

The Red Tails, as the Tuskegee
Airmen came to be called, have
been depicted in books and films
and are a source

of myth and

legend.

One myth is
that it never lost
a bomber, and
while that myth
has been dis-
pelled, it is not
completely unfounded - they
had many victories.

The 332" Fighter Group
earned approximately sixty
Purple Hearts, fourteen Bronze
Stars, three Distinguished Unit
Citations, and ninety-six Distin-
guished Flying Crosses.

A third all-black unit, the 477
Bombardment Group, which did
not see combat, also trained at

Tuskegee.

The Group was stationed for
a time at Freemen Field, lllinois,
and in April, 1945 — the same
month Col. Stewart earned the
Distinguished Flying Cross —
members of the Group staged a
protest of racial discrimination
at the base when black officers
were denied admission to the of-
ficers’ club.

Stewart’s awards include the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the
Air Medal with seven oak leaf
clusters, the Distinguished Unit
Citation, the Victory Medal, and
the European Theater Campaign

Ribbon.

Excerpted from We Had a Job
to Do: A Basic History of World
War Il Through the Eyes of
Those Who Served, by Theresa
Anzaldua

www.dd214chronicle.com

Johnson-Cargill

Civil Pilot Training (CPT)
program which was sponsored by
the federal government in order to
fulfill the need for pilots for the im-
pending war.

Undaunted by his previous ex-
perience with flight instruction, he
focused on the CPT program and
was commissioned a Second Lieu-
tenant/Primary Flight Instructor.

His initial assignment was at
Maxwell Army Air Corps Base in
Montgomery, Alabama. When he
arrived and presented his military
papers, he was refused entrance.
He was told, “Negroes do not teach

Gilbert Cargill induction into Michigan
Aviation Hall of Fame

here.” He was reassigned to Tuske-
gee’s Moton Field.

At Tuskegee, he was primaryin-
structor of flight training. And, as
a consequence of his ability to flu-
ently speak French, he was given a
special assignment instructing an
attachment of pilots from Haiti.

i Cargill knew that pilots he
trained would have to be excep-

// tional in order to pass the same
enrolled in the  flight exams as white candidates.

This quality of teaching would re-
main with him throughout his
teaching career.

He gave instructions in both sin-
gle and multi-engine aircraft. He
told of one of his most memorable
moments when he flew back to Ober-
lin from Tuskegee to visit his par-
ents. After his weekend visit, when
his parents took him back to Akron
City Airport, an airport employee
remarked indignantly, “What is that
colored boy doing here?” His mom
replied with great pride, “That boy
is my son and he’s a pilot.”

He promised his parents that

he would never take any inordi-
nate risks. With more than 50,000
flight hours logged, he never suf-
fered a crash.

In 1937, he began his teaching
career in the Cleveland School Sys-
tem. His teaching career spanned
40 years in Cleveland and Detroit,
Michigan.

In 1989, Gil Cargill was in-
ducted into the Michigan Aviation

Hall of Fame. He is a founding
member of the Negro Airman In-
ternational, Inc. He was the first
African American FAA Designated
Examiner. In 2006, the U. S. Con-
gress awarded the Tuskegee Airmen
a Bronze Medal for “Outstanding
Combat Record Inspired Revolu-
tionary Reform in The Armed Forc-
es. “His son accepted the medal on

his dad’s behalf.
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STRENGTHENING THE ORGANIZATIONS THAT STRENGTHEN LIVES AND COMMUNITIES

The Cultural Gardens
Come Alive on
One World Day

Call Ascend Advisors for:

Non Profit Management/ Support

Youth Development
Workforce Development

216.584.2014

info@ascendadvise.com

http://ascendadvise.com

COMMEMORATION OF THE 50™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE VIETNAM WAR

The 2016 Summit Racing Equipment

I-X PISTON POWERED AUTO-RAMA

Presented by Rad Air Complete Car Care and Tire Centers
Teams with Medina VFW 5137, Local Veteran Organizations, Northeast Ohio
Veterans Services, multiple chapters of DAV, VVA, American Legion,
VFW, Marine Corps League, Rolling Thunder and Knights Paladin M/C to
Commemorate The 50th Anniversary of The Vietnam War.

Commemorative Programs Including Displays, Activities, Ceremonies, VA Enroliment, Support, Information and More to:
© Thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including POWs and MIAs, and their families, for their service and

sacrifices on behalf of the United States.

® Highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the contributions of Federal government
and non-government organizations that served with, or in support of, the Armed Forces.

e Pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the United States during the Vietnam War.
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$5.00 OFF MILITARY DISCOUNT WITH VALID MILITARY ID
Military Admission — $13 Kids 712 $5  Kids 6 and Under - FREE  MARCH 18—20, 2016 ¢ ==~ Bl |

At I-X Center Box Office only. Limit 6 tickets. Eligible member or spouse (but not both) may purchase up to 6 tickets, provided one is used by the purchasing member/spouse. Tickets are available to active and

retired U.S. military personnel including active and retired members of the United States Coast Guard, National Guard and Reservists or their spouses. Must show Current, Retired or Dependent Military ID to
receive discount. Veterans must show DD214 or a VA Medical Card.

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS YOU
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Actor Recalls Stint in Vietnam

by Jerri Donohue

ithin three days of his arrival in

Vietnam in 1966, Luther “Pete”
Robinson carried a rocket launcher
and engaged with Viet Cong pouring
mortar fire upon the Marines.

“It was the first time I had any-
thing to do with taking another
human life,” he said. “It was a dras-
tic experience for me because I was
all of 18 years old.”

Robinson, who had enlisted the
previous year, served with the 2nd
Battalion, 9th Marines.

“I was very young and very
‘gung ho’,” Robinson said. “I was
there to protect my country from
Communism.”

For Robinson, that first experi-
ence of combat was an eye-opener.

“All of a sudden you realize this
is not the movies; you are not Audie
Murphy and thisis very real,” he said.

Robinson patrolled the jungle by
night and slept in hastily dug fox-
holes by day. He watched for scorpi-
ons, cobras and the small, venomous
“2-step snake,” so dubbed because of
rumors that its victims dropped dead

two steps after
being bitten.
Robinson
spent much
of his time on
foot patrols be-
tween DaNang
and the demil-
itarized zone.
He sometimes
participated in
“Zippo raids.”

soon contracted
malaria and was

They were hospitalized in
named for a DaNang. When the
cigarette lighter Luther "Pete” Robinson. Marine’s tempera-
because Ameri- ture spiked to 108

cans torched villages, but Robinson
said the term “raid” is a misnomer.
American servicemen first evacuated
villagers, either moving them to a
neighboring village or turning them
over to South Vietnamese troops for
relocation. Americans burned the va-
cated huts after thoroughly search-
ing, seizing weapons and destroying
tunnels.

Robinson lost his quinine tablets
in a rice paddy during a firefight. He

degrees, medical staff plunged him
into a tub of ice. Malaria led to phle-
bitis and other complications. He was
transferred to a hospital ship on the
South China Sea, and eventually to
Great Lakes Naval Hospital in [llinois.

After his recovery, Robinson
received a secondary MOS in air-
freight operations. While stationed
in Okinawa from 1970-1971, he
helped with supply runs to Viet-
nam. He left the Marines as a staff

sergeant in 1972.

“I had Hollywood on my mind,”
Robinson recalled.

He stopped in Los Angeles on the
way home, and was hired as a pro-
duction assistant with American In-
ternational Pictures.

On the side, he studied acting and
began to land speaking roles in mov-
ies. He even played an Army sergeant
in Our Winning Season with Dennis
Quaid. Meanwhile, he was promoted
to assistant director positions.

When his mother suffered a
stroke in 2005, Robinson returned
to Cleveland and continued his ca-
reer locally. From November 2014
through November 2015, he per-
formed in six plays and one movie.
This winter, he will appear in “The
Odd Couple” at TrueNorth in Shef-
field Village. In April, he will direct
“Men Don'’t Cry,” at Karamu House.

Despite his packed schedule, Rob-
inson attends reunions of his Marine
unit whenever possible.

“It’s a strong brotherhood,”
he said.

Normandy High School Principal Wes Gaab

THE MODEST HERO RECEIVED THE SILVER STAR FOR HEROISM

by Jerri Donohue

ollowing orders, Wes Gaab

(pronounced “Gob”) set up his
machine gun by a bend in the road
near a Dutch village. Then he listened
for German troops in the misty
autumn night.

When Gaab detected the clink
and clank of metal, he wondered how
close to let the enemy come before
shooting.

“Thad my finger on that trigger,”
Gaab said.

With his other hand, the 19-year
old fingered a rosary, a gift from his
mother, in the pocket of his field
jacket.

Today Gaab credits God or his
guardian angel for his hesitation
when slow-moving figures rounded
the curve and approached. About
150 feet from him, a horse pulling
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a wagon full
of villagers '
emerged from
the fog. Other

refugees walked - 4
beside and B

behind it. A f } \\;’

second horse L

followed with &

a cart carrying Wes Gaab
civilians.

“Women, children, old men,”
Gaab recalled. “There must have been
fifty of them.”

More than seven decades later,
Gaab still feels relief that he had not
fired blindly on that sad procession
in October 1944.

“It would have ruined my life,”
Gaab said.

The draftee from Independence

had arrived in France with the 104
“Timberwolf” Infantry Division in
August 1944.

In Europe, the Germans often
set up machine guns around fields
adjacent to hamlets, waited until the
Americans made it part way through
and then mowed them down in
crisscross fire. An artillery barrage
then would rain upon the trapped Gls.

When Gaab’s squad came upon
such ascene in Germany, hislieutenant
ordered the machine gunner to crawl
into the field to retrieve wounded
Americans. Gaab located three men
by their groans or calls for “Medic” and
dragged each to a shallow ditch to be
rescued. He and another gunner were
awarded Silver Stars for this episode.

That November, Gaab participated
in an attack on a hotly contested hill

outside Stolberg, Germany. Even
after repeated aerial bombing, the
enemy remained ensconced in an
enormous bunker surrounded by
pillboxes. In addition, the Germans
had riddled the hillside with mines
and booby traps. Gaab and a handful
of other men advanced on a diagonal,
running through gunfire from one
bomb crater to another.

Reaching the top of the hill, they
huddled in a hollowed out space
beneath a disabled Tiger tank just
yards from the bunker. The men
assumed the fight was over when
the sounds of battle faded. No other
GIls arrived, however, and Gaab’s
comrades chose him to venture out
and assess their situation.

Leaving behind his machine gun,

continued on page 11
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continued from page 10

he borrowed an M-1 rifle, and ran for
cover beside an empty chicken coop.
Soon a German peering through
binoculars rose above the bunker.
When Gaab shot him, other enemy
soldiers fled through a trench. Gaab
turned his gun on them until no
more men exited the bunker. He
then returned to his buddies.

A German tank rumbled up and
popped a couple of rounds into the
knocked out Tiger. Incredibly, the
terrified Americans hiding beneath
it were unscathed, and no Germans
came to investigate.

After dark, Gaab and his
group regained their own lines.
Because they did not know the
new password, they had to convince
jumpy American sentries that they
were not a German patrol. The next
day, GIs again attacked Stolberg
hill, and discovered that the enemy
had retreated.

On December 4, 1944, an 88-
shell struck a building in which
Gaab sheltered, killing several
men. Shrapnel severed tendons in
Gaab’s arm. Evacuated to England
for surgery, he later caught up with

his platoon and was with them
when the war in Europe ended.

Back in the States, Gaab was
expecting orders to the Pacific
theater when Japan surrendered.

In post-war years, Gaab became
a teacher and school administrator.
Thousands of students passed
through Parma’s Normandy High
School from 1968 to 1982 when
he was its principal. None of
them knew about Gaab’s wartime
experience when he was barely
older than they.

As a retiree, he began to share
his recollections of the war with
civic groups.

“When we got to our 80s, we
were less reluctant to talk,” he said.

Gaab and other Timberwolf vets
retraced their route through Europe
several years ago. He still attends
the Division’s annual reunions,
and he meets local Timberwolves
for breakfast each month. He
described the camaraderie soldiers
experienced as young men.

“You were fighting for your
country,” he said. “But you were
(also) fighting to stay alive and to
keep your buddies alive,” he said.

continued from page 4

while destroying Axis lives and all
who stood in harm’s way.

Manufacturing quality was
high; employees understood their
work was a contribution to the war
effort; GI lives depended on it. It is
doubtful the Axis powers under-
stood American strength, resolve,
and technical prowess.

That was the business side of war.

The human side of war was far
different. Everyone in town had a
stake in the war. Schoolchildren,
wives and lovers of troops, war pro-
duction workers, and those who

were too young or too old.

But it was the men and women
in uniform who knew most inti-
mately “War is hell.”

Cleveland in World War II focus-
es on neighborhood and neighbors.
Real troopers and the battles they
won and lost. Broken hearts and
battle decorations.

Thanks to the publisher and two
excellent writers, Cleveland in World
War Il is a diary, a battle plan and
execution. It is the story of a na-
tion that didn’t know how strong,
brave, and resilient it was. A nation
of great heart.

ANY AGENT CAN HELP YOU FIND A HOUSE.
| UNDERSTAND YOUR BENEFITS.
LET'S TALK ABOUT YOUR NEW HOME

REGAN LOMGSTREET
Arrry atavan

216-205-8073

In a world full of people who couldn’t care less,
Choose to be someone who couldn’t care more...

Life is about the choices we make.

At Happy Trails Farm Animal Sanctuary,
we encourage you to choose to make a differ-
ence by being one of the many amazing people
who care.

As animal rescue workers, we see some pretty
horrific animal abuse on a regular basis. However,
we don’t dwell on that aspect of our work, and
we don’t want you to either. Even though dealing
with difficult animal abuse cases is what we do, we
focus on the positive things, such as:

* Nearly 5,000 farm animals including horses, pigs,
goats, sheep, feathered friends and even a buffalo
have been rescued and found loving, permanent

homes to their community.
through

one being the site of our new
Education Center, helping

I people connect to animals

through animal care classes,
seminars, clinics, special
presentations, and animal-art
workshops.

* Retired senior citizens
and many others have
found their lives changed

in a very positive, very profound way through their
volunteer work at the sanctuary.

* Rescued goats, chickens and a mini-horse visit
nursing homes and give love and companionship

There are so many incredible, healing aspects

Happy connected to the work of Happy Trails. How can you

Trails
Rescue and
Adoption
Programs
since 2000.

Here’s how...

personally get involved in farm animal rescue and
choose to be someone who couldn’t care more?

+ Sit at home in your jammies and the comfort of your

living room and forward weekly Happy Trails email

Trails
aquired two
new
properties

www.dd214chronicle.com

* Happy updates to your friends, family and co-workers to share
exciting sanctuary news. Create an animal-friendly
network of people who are willing to pass along Happy
Trails news to their family and friends as well.

in 2014, + Experience the sanctuary by signing up for a week-

end tour. Be prepared to give pigs belly rubs, hug a
furry horse, play with silly goats, and interact with
and connect with the rescued animals in a very
personal way.

* Share your talent! Do you have a special trade or
skill you'd like to share?
Are you a painter,

plumber, carpenter, or

do you have a green

thumb and love to weed F
flower beds? You tell us
how you would like to
contribute to become

an important member of v
the Happy Trails team.

For more informa-

tion or to make a

donation, call

Happy Trails at 330-296-5914 or visit
the website at www.happytrailsfarm.org
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Australians Pay Tribute to Cleveland’s War Dog, Smoky

by Jerri Donohue

lthough Smoky died in 1957,

northeast Ohio’s most celebrat-
ed dog continues to garner tributes
from around the world.

In December, Australia’s Royal So-
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (RSPCA) named the York-
shire terrier its latest recipient of the
Purple Cross Award.

“I'm so proud to get this,” said Bill
Wynne, Smoky’s owner. “I think it’s
the highest honor in the world for an
animal hero. It’s so rare.”

Smoky is one of only ten animals
the RSPCA has recognized for risk-
ing their lives to save people from
harm. In addition to courageous dogs,
previous recipients include donkeys
that carried wounded men out of the
World War I bloodbath at Gallipoli.

Smoky’s heroics occurred during
World War II in the Pacific theater
where she traveled with Wynne, a
Clevelander serving in the Fifth Air
Force’s 26" Photo Reconnaissance
Squadron.

When they needed to lay tele-

phone wire be-
neath a Filipino
airfield, Smoky
spared commu-
nications per-
sonnel from
potential strafing
by enemy planes.
Responding to
Wynne’s calls,
the 4-pound Yor-
kie obediently
pulled a cable through a narrow pipe
stretching from one side of the air-
strip to the other. Within minutes,
she completed an onerous chore that
would have meant three days of haz-
ardous work for her 2-legged buddies.

The terrier already was accompa-
nying her master, an aerial photog-
rapher, on combat missions.

Wynne had acquired Smoky not
long after another GI found her
stranded in a New Guinea foxhole.
The corporal named his pet “Smoky”
because of her coloring.

Off-duty, Wynne developed his
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I'm just a guy passing through.
A nobody from nowhere.
Now I'm a somebody from somewhere.

My dog tells me so.
Bill Wynne, author
“Yorkie Doodle Dandy”

inherent talent for dog training.
Smoky’s many tricks eventually in-
cluded walking a tightrope, jumping
through hoops and riding a scooter.
Atvarious hospitals in the Pacific
theater, Smoky entertained sick and
wounded soldiers and sailors. After
Japan surrendered, Wynne brought
her home to Cleveland where she per-
formed in venues that ranged from
nightclubs to nursing homes.
Smoky died during anap in 1957,
but her fame grew in the ensuing
decades. As a result, Wynne solved
the puzzle of his Yorkie’s early life.
Through good research and even bet-
ter luck, he learned the identity of her
original owner and discovered that
his pet had been born in Australia.
Inrecent years, Smoky’s first country

has recognized her with memorials
and a War Dog Medal.

The Imperial War Museum in Lon-
don and the National World War II
Museum in New Orleans also fea-
tured Smoky in exhibits devoted to
animals in wartime.

In life, Smoky appeared with
Wynne on the local television show,
“Mr. Pokey and his Dog Smoky.” These
days, cable programs such as “Animal
Planet” and “Mysteries at the Monu-
ment” re-tell her story, and Wynne
plans a movie based on his memoir,
Yorkie Doodle Dandy.

A half a dozen memorials salute
Smoky in the States. Close to home,
in Cleveland Metroparks’ Rocky River
Reservation, a sculpture depicts a mo-
ment Wynne captured with his cam-
era more than 70 years ago: the tiny
terrier peeking out of his helmet. The
monument to Smoky and Dogs of All
Wars was dedicated on Veterans Day
2005.

(Yorkie Doodle Dandy is available
at amazon.com)
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Honoring Our Veterans

At Hospice of the Western Reserve, we honor our veterans every day. Through our Peaceful & Proud initiative,
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hospice veterans can receive care from staff members trained on how the unique life experiences of veterans shape

end-of-life preferences. Through specialized, quality care, we can help patients and families live their lives with

dignity. See why more families choose the hospice of choice at hospicewr.org/serving-our-veterans.
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WE HONOR VETERANS
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& PROUD

Personalized Care for Veterans

HOSPICE

OF THE
WESTERN
RESERVE

D
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800.707.8922 | hospicewr.org
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PRO/orma ASAP

your ONE SOURCE with multiple resources
for Veterans organizations. We have the
lowest prices and the highest service.

Official Supplier to DD214 Chronicle

regis.garrity@proforma.com www.proforma.com

Call: Regis Garrity — Proforma ASAP — Westlake, Ohio

Office: (216) 521-0199 Ext. 229 — Mobile: (216) 287-5188

*Military and Patriotic Themed SWAG Items <Silicon Wristbands
*T-shirts eHats <Branded Apparel ¢Buttons eMagnets
*Awards ¢Banners e¢Posters
*Printing ¢Fundraising Items
*Design and Creative Services

We Support Our Veterans!

It is our honor to help guide
you through the buying or
selling process of your home.

We will make a $100 donation

with every list or purchase to the
Cleveland American Veterans Association

b

Gall Mark Snyder/Owner

' 7440-772-0006

cleveland4veterans.com

Transition into a fast-growing and in-demand IT career.
Join an industry that is slated to grow an additional 22 through 2022.

)

New Horizons'

Computer Learning Centers

nhls.com

New Horizons Computer Learning Centers
offers authorized training from Microsoft, CompTIA,
and Cisco to kick start your IT career.

out the followir

« What programs do we offer?
« What are your career choices?

You have questions.

« What post-military, veteran benefit:

are you eligible for?

Download our FREE guide for the answers.

NHvets.com

*The US Bureau of Labor Statistics

www.dd214chronicle.com
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VA Makes Changes to Veterans Choice Program

CHANGES REMOVE BARRIERS AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO CARE

WASHINGTON - The Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) today
announced a number of changes to
make participation in the Veterans
Choice Program easier and more
convenient for Veterans who need to
use it. The move, which streamlines
eligibility requirements, follows
feedback from Veterans along
with organizations working on
their behalf.

“As we implement the Veterans
Choice Program, we are learning
from our stakeholders what works
and what needs to be refined,” said
VA Secretary Robert A. McDonald.
“It is our goal to do all that we
can to remove barriers that
separate Veterans from the care
they deserve.” To date, more than
400,000 medical appointments
have been scheduled since the
Veterans Choice Program went
into effect on November 5, 2014.
Under the old policy, a Veteran

was eligible for the Veterans

Choice Program if he or she met

the following criteria:

+ Enrolled in VA health care by
8/1/14 or able to enroll as a
combat Veteran to be eligible
for the Veterans Choice Program;

« Experienced unusual or excessive
burden eligibility determined
by geographical challenges,
environmental factors or a
medical condition impacting the
Veteran’s ability to travel;

+ Determined eligible based on
the Veteran’s current residence
being more than 40 miles driving
distance from the closest VA
medical facility.

Under the updated eligibility
requirements, a Veteran is
eligible for the Veterans Choice
Program if he or she is enrolled
in the VA health care system
and meets at least one of the
following criteria:

« Told by his or her local VA medical
facility that they will not be able
to schedule an appointment
for care within 30 days of the
date the Veteran’s physician
determines he/she needs to be
seen or within 30 days of the
date the Veteran wishes to be
seen if there is no specific date
from his or her physician;

Lives more than 40 miles driving
distance from the closest VA
medical facility with a full-time
primary care physician;

Needs to travel by air, boat or
ferry to the VA medical facility
closest to his/her home;

Faces an unusual or excessive
burden in traveling to the
closest VA medical facility
based on geographic challenges,
environmental factors, a
medical condition, the nature
or simplicity or frequency of
the care needed and whether

an attendant is needed. Staff at
the Veteran’s local VA medical
facility will work with him or her
to determine if the Veteran is
eligible for any of these reasons;
or

Lives in a State or Territory
without a full-service VA medical
facility which includes: Alaska,
Hawaii, New Hampshire (Note:
this excludes New Hampshire
Veterans who live within 20
miles of the White River Junction
VAMC) and the United States
Territories (excluding Puerto
Rico, which has a full service
VA medical facility).

Veterans seeking to use the
Veterans Choice Program or wanting
to know more about it, can call1-866-
606-8198 to confirm their eligibility
and to schedule an appointment. For
more details about the Veterans
Choice Program and VA’s progress,
visit: www.va.gov/opa/choiceact.

A PROUD SUPPORTER OF OURVETERANS...

The Mission of the Community West Foundation is to advance

January/February 2016

the health and well being of our community.

JOIN US.

Community
West

Foundation

Illuminating Hope

216-416-1060

www.communitywestfoundation.org

www.dd214chronicle.com

IN RESPONSE TO BROWN LETTER, ARMY LAUNCHES INVESTIGATION INTO ALLEGATIONS THAT IT WRONGFULLY DISCHARGED
22,000 SERVICE MEMBERS WITH MENTAL HEALTH DISORDERS

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Sen. Sherrod traumatic brain injuries (TBI). Brown and his
Brown (D-OH) today applauded the U.S.
Army's announcement that it will conduct

a thorough, multidisciplinary investigation

health care and other benefits,” Brown said. will not receive the crifical retirement,

Senate colleagues wrote to now-Acting U.S. “I'm glad the Army is responding fo the public ~ health care, and employment benefits that
Secretary of the Army Eric Fanning and U.S. outery over these reports and taking action those with an honorable discharge would
Army Chief of Staff General Mark A. Milleyin 1o investigate this issue. Any of our brave receive. He also emphasized that the forceful
into allegations that the Army has, since November, calling for an investigation. servicemembers unfairly separated deserve separation of soldiers PTSD or TBI further
2009, forcefully separated more than 22,000 “The Army should not forcefully separate to have their benefits reinstated so they can denies these women and men of much-needed
soldiers for “misconduct” after they returned veterans with war-related injuries like post- have full access to freatment.” treatments, and may even discourage other
from deployment and were diagnosed with traumatic stress disorder and fraumatic brain Brown's November letter expressed servicemembers from seeking the medical
post-traumatic stress disorders (PTSD) or injury, preventing them from receiving critical ~ serious concern that the dismissed soldiers treatment they require.
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IF YOU LOVE A VETERAN, GIVE HIM THE GIFT HE DESERVES
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Veterans Service Center

at Lorain County Community College

The Student Veterans and Military Members Center at LCCC assists all veterans,
guardsmen, reservists and their dependents transitioning to a successful educational
career. You've done your duty, now let us help you prepare for your future.

LCCC'’s Veterans Service Center is a one-stop shop where you can:

“LCCC provides a quality education to

o Learn how to maximize your veteran’s benefits
. . veterans like me upon our return home
o Learn about other scholarships available
« Talk with a Veterans Certifying Official
» Meet with a Counselor

« Explore all that LCCC has to offer

from service.”

Andrew Burke, veteran and LCCC
welding student who is using his veterans
benefits to attend school.

He has also been hired full-time as a

welder by the Mazzella Companies.

W Lorain County
ﬁ Community College
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Call LCCC's Veterans Service Center at 440-366-7685
or visit www.lorainccc.edu/veterans
or email our office at veterans@lorainccc.edu.
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hat there continues to be a home-

lessness crisis in Northeast Ohio
is a certainty to those talented and
caring individuals and organiza-
tions who work with the homeless
on a daily basis. That there is a simi-
lar homelessness crisis among Veter-
ans in this country is as significant
a certainty for all levels of the social
service continuum, government,
and other organizations addressing
this broad community concern. Ac-
cording to the National Coalition for
Homeless Veterans, approximately
one third of adult homeless males in
the U.S. are Veterans, and Veterans
are twice as likely as other Ameri-
cans to become chronically homeless.
And on any given night, more than
67,000 Veterans are homeless, living
on the streets or in shelters around
the country. Fulton House - a pro-
gram of Community Service Alliance
—hasbeen created to address exactly
these issues.

Community Service Alliance (CSA)
was founded in 2005 to introduce a

new approach toindividualized train-
ing and support, affordable housing,
and transitional jobs for homeless
men. The mission of the organization
is to be a catalyst for lasting relation-
ships between people emerging out of
homelessness and people willing to
participate in their transformation.
CSA carries out that mission by pro-
viding affordable, short-term hous-
ing, identifying and securing local
work experience and employment
opportunities, and offering training
that fosters personal, behavioral and
spiritual support and development,
all to promote the eventual indepen-
dence and self-sufficiency of the men
they serve.

Fulton House
MEETING THE HOUSING AND JOB ASSISTANCE NEEDS
OF HOMELESS VETERANS

CSAis the only program of its kind
in the region, and since its inception
10 years ago, their unique approach
hashelped more than 1,100 men with
housing, employment, and person-
al and social support. What is most
significant are the positive outcomes
they have shown — more than 70%
of the men served have successfully
moved on to permanent, independent
housing with a full or part time job
and grounded in the behaviors and
skills needed to be productive, con-
tributing members of society.

Just a few years ago, CSA respond-
ed to the growing concern of home-
lessness among local Veterans, and
created Fulton House. Fulton House
is a13-room housing program devel-
oped to meet the need for short-term
housing and work experience for Vet-
erans transitioning from poverty and
homelessness to independence and
self-sufficiency. “No Veteran should
ever be without housing, food, work,
health care, or most importantly, our
respect and gratitude,” said Timothy

Gleason, Executive Director of CSA.
“Fulton House is just one way we can
provide a hand up, not a hand out, to
those men who have selflessly given of
themselves to protect our freedoms,”
Gleason says.

Through Fulton House, CSA pro-
vides an organized approach to
address Veterans’ housing, work ex-
perience, and personal and behavioral
needs, and works in partnership with
the VA and other existing providers to
connect these men with a wide range
of additional support, including em-
ployment assistance, financial liter-
acy and credit repair services, legal
services, health and mental health
services, food and nutrition pro-
grams, family and children’s services,
and other social services and support.

The real impact of Fulton House is
not lost on the Veterans who reside
there. According to Tyrone Goins, a
U.S. Army Veteran and current resi-
dent at Fulton House, “Fulton House
has given me gifts that [ will never be
able to repay. A roof over my head. A
job. Clothing, food, counseling, and
support for me to help my own fam-
ily. Thonestly don’t know where I'd be
right now if it wasn't for this program.”

For more information about CSA and
Fulton House, visit the agency’s web site
at www.comservealliance.org.

s teven Fairley’s work ethic and ability
to overcome obstacles not only al-
lowed him to graduate from Cuyahoga
Community College’s Veterans Upward
Bound program in November 2012,
but also, to receive Veterans of the Year
award three years later.

Fairley’s story begins a bit earlier,
though. He joined the United States
Air Force in 1976 and spent two years
at the now-decommissioned Chanute
Air Force Base in [llinois.

Then he was assigned to Rhe-
in-Main Air Base in Frankfurt,
Germany. He worked in the Commu-
nications Group and, for two years,
was in charge of seven of the group’s
administrative sections. Undaunted
by personal obstacles in the years fol-
lowing his service, Fairley enrolled in
the Veterans

Upward Bound (VUB) Program at
Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C)
in September 2012.
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“Without the Veterans Upward
Bound program, I wouldn’t be here”

He did so while he was homeless,
staying at the 2100 Lakeside Shelter
and the Domiciliary at Wade Park at
The Louis Stokes VA Medical Center.
“Without the Veterans Upward Bound
program, I wouldn't be here,” Fairley
said. “Thad to start all over, and they
helped me do that.”

His hard-work ethic enabled Fair-
ley to graduate from VUB in No-
vember 2012. He went on to enroll
in college classes at Tri-C in the sum-
mer of 2013.

In the fall of 2014, Fairley joined
the Honors Society (Phi Theta Kappa).
Shortly thereafter, he received a
Choose Ohio First Scholarship, a Cer-
tificate of Achievement and a Certifi-
cate of Academic Excellence.

In the spring of 2015, Fairley was
a Dean’s Honor Recipient and elect-
ed president of Tri-C’s Metropolitan

T1i-C’s Upward Bound program

A VETERANS' PROGRAM WITH SOLID RESULTS

Campus Student Government. And,
because of his work with the organi-
zation, the College’s Black American
Council awarded Fairley a Certificate
of Excellence and a scholarship for the
2015 fall and 2016 spring semesters.

In the fall of 2015, Fairley became
amember of Tri-C Honors Program,
The Robert L. Lewis Academy of
Scholars for Social Justice, and the
vice president of the Joint Student
Council of all four Tri-C campuses.

“The personal connections (I made
at Tri-C) changed my life,” Fairley
said. “(Those people) kept me moti-
vated and kept me focused. I'm hard
on myself, but they kept saying, ‘You
can do this. You can do this.”

In addition to his aforementioned
accomplishments, Fairley also serves
as a mentor in the Believe in Ohio
Urban Mentor Network Program tu-
toring elementary, middle and high
school students in science, technol-

ogy, engineering and math (STEM).

And, on Nov. 11, 2015, Fairley was
awarded his Veterans of the Year
plaque from Mayor Frank Jackson
at the City of Cleveland’s Veterans
Day Celebration. Criteria for receiv-
ing the award included:

- Documented veteran with Honor-
able Discharge status

- Demonstrated commitment to edu-
cational goals (especially overcoming
personal obstacles)

- Commitment to the College via ex-
tracurricular participation

- Involvement in community activities

When Fairley was at a fork in the
road, so to speak, he received some life-
changing advice from Wardsey Gates,
former director of Tri-C’s Veterans Up-
ward Bound program who passed away
recently. And that was, “You've got to
reinvent yourself, Steve.”

“That’s what I've been doing ever
since,” Fairley said, adding his advice
to others is to “believe in yourself.”

Fairley’s future plans include at-
tending a four-year college to pursue
a Bachelor of Science degree in Com-
puter Engineering.
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Even if you are unjustly enslaved or imprisoned,
you do not resist but seek to convert your Jailers

as St. Paul did.

s eventy Catholic priests lost
their lives in World War Two.
Of the 37 chaplains captured, 21
were Catholic. In the Pacific, most
were serving with the Philippine
Scouts or the regular Army.

One was a Cleveland na-
tive, Francis J. McMa-
nus, S.J.

Born to Bernard
and Anna McManus,
he wasbaptized at Im-

During the war, the capture of
Corregidor, an island in the en-
trance of Manila Bay, was the cul-
mination of Japanese campaign for
conquest of the Philippines.

When it fell in April, 1942,

about 20,000 American ser-
vicemen were captured.
One of those was Fr.
McManus.
Fr. McManus was
sent to a Japanese

maculate Conception
Church on Supe-
rior Avenue.

In all
probability
he began
his grade
school edu-
cation there
and later
transferred
to Saint Agnes
school.

A graduate from Ca-
thedral Latin High School,
he was later ordained in 1930 at
the College Chapel, Canisianum,
Innsbruck, Austria. In Cleveland
he served as Assistant Pastor at St.
Ignatius and St. Malachi churches.
His last assignment before enlist-
ing in the Navy in 1936 was at St.
Mary Church, in Lorain.

His original assignment was in
the Pacific as chaplain on the sub-
marine tender Caponus, former-
ly the Santa Leonora. It had been
taken over by the Navy in 1921.

When the war began in Decem-
ber, 1941, the ship was attacked
by Japanese forces while anchored
in Maravales Bay on Bataan. Her
ammunition magazine exploded
causing many casualties. Fr. Mc-
Manus “rushed to the blazing com-
partments, helped drag the living
to safety, and administered Last
Rites to the dying.”

For his actions he was award-
ed the Silver Star, America’s third
highest military decoration.

Prior to World War Two, the
Philippines were a mission of the
Society of Jesus’ New York Province.
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POW camp at Ca-
bantuan, where
40 to 50 men
died daily
from tor-
ture, abuse,
starvation
and disease.
While
there, Fr. Mc-
Manus often
offered to work
in place of sick men.
Cabantuan would be me-
morialized later in the war
when liberated in an operation by
U.S. Army Rangers.

Another Ohio chaplain, Ce-
lina native Fr. John A. Wilson,
described McManus as, “Never
down-hearted. He never com-
plained. He had a keen sense of
humor and was always good for a
laugh. Both of us being from Ohio,
we spent a lot of time together.”

In autumn of 1944, the Japa-
nese, anticipating their loss of the
Philippines, began shipping pris-
oners in unmarked “hell ships,”
to Japan. Jammed into the holds,
some prisoners died from lack of
water.

These ships were regularly at-
tacked and strafed by American
combat aircraft or submarines. It
was during such an attack in Janu-
ary, 1945, while the ship was an-
chored in Taco Bay, Formosa (now
Taiwan), that Father McManus was
wounded.

In 1946, another Ohio Chap-
lain, Fr. John E. Duffy, wrote to
Toledo Bishop Karl Alter and de-
scribed Fr. McManus’ last days.

(Philippians 4:22)

“On the death ride from Manila
many strange things happened.
When three bombs hit us in the
forward hold while in Taco Bay, of-
ficers on all sides of me were killed.
For three days none of us could get
out of this hold and the Japs would
give us no medical aid, but that’s
too gruesome a story.”

Fr. Frank McManus died Jan-
uary 22, 1945 enroute to Maji.”
Fr. Duffy administered the last
Sacraments.

The Japanese immediately bur-
ied him at sea.

Fr. McManus was posthumously
awarded the Purple Heart, Legion
of Merit, and Silver Star in recogni-
tion of “heroism and intrepidity” in
combat and distinguished service
during the December 29th attack.
The Silver Star is America’s third
highest award for valor.

Besides his parents, Fr. McMa-
nus was survived by a sister, Alice
McManus Lane, and brothers Rich-
ard J. and Edward J.
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food, work, health care, or most importantly,
our respect and gratitude.

any military parents must

leave their children with
loved ones while they serve their
country, but some parents do not
have a support network to help
them when they leave home. When
Johnny, Sr. was deployed to a naval
combat zone, his wife Brittany
battled sobriety and mental health
issues and struggled to safely care
for their young sons.

When they desperately needed
help, the family was referred
to Providence House. Brittany
participated in a treatment program
while Johnny (age 3) and Matthew
(age 1) stayed at Providence House.
The boys were busy with daily
activities, took field and enjoyed
playing and laughing with children
their age. In addition to receiving
food, shelter and loving care, the
boys benefited from community
resources and supports. Johnny
showed great improvement in his
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speech development after attending
speech therapy and Matthew
received immunizations he needed
through pediatric well visits.

Before their dad, Johnny, Sr.,
shipped out, he filmed himself
reading a favorite bedtime story
to his boys. While at Providence
House, they watched him read
those stories every night while
he was away. Young Johnny was
especially mesmerized by the image
of his dad reading to him onscreen.
Those special moments helped the
boys stay connected to their father
throughout his deployment.

One of the most memorable
moments of their staywas Matthew’s
first birthday party. Surrounded
by balloons, decorations, children,
staff, and volunteers, Matthew
smiled and giggled as they sang
him Happy Birthday - just seconds
before he stuffed his little face with
birthday cake. While his birthday

party wasn’t complete without Mom
and Dad, Matthew experienced love
and happiness with his Providence
House family.

Providence House helps
parents strengthen and stabilize
families. Staff members and
parents develop an individualized
family preservation plan including
visitation, parent support programs
and case management. Brittany
visited her boys regularly while
she received treatment. She worked
closely with licensed social workers
on her case plan and worked
through her substance abuse issues
and mental health concerns. While
Johnny, Sr. was away, Brittany
participated in parent education
programs and also developed skills
around budgeting, developing
family rituals, and learning play
activities to help encourage the
children’s positive development.

Johnny, Sr. wrote a letter to

Providence House while he was
overseas: “I am always thanked for
serving my country. But it is [ who
thanks Providence House for taking
care of my boys so that I can serve
knowing that they are safe and
loved.” Johnny and Matthew were
so excited when their dad returned
home and the whole family was
reunited. They have since relocated
to Maryland, where Johnny, Sr. is
stationed at a naval base,

Last year Providence House cared
for 272 children from 121 families.
Whether it’s a military deployment,
a health crisis, domestic violence,
homelessness, addiction, or other
issue, Providence House is here
to protect children and empower
families. It is our mission. It is our
passion. It is our honor to serve our
community’s children.

Visit provhouse.orgor call 216-651-
5982 to learn more about Providence
House.
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HONORING
THOSE WHO
SERVED
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Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®) is committed to veterans.

Cuyahoga
Community
College

Whether you're a discharged veteran, a member of the Guard or Reserve
or on active duty, you and your family are welcomed home at Tri-C.

. M
tri-c.edu/veterans %S

216-987-3193
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HELP US BUILD

The Greater Cleveland Fisher House needs your help to build a home where
military families can stay while their service members are being treated
through the Cleveland VA Medical Center and surrounding facilities.

00®
GREATER CLEVELAND FISHER HOUSE * WWW.GCFH.ORG




