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New England, 
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We offer fast-track certifications, degree and apprenticeship programs and support services.

Other resources include:

 • Transition Assistance Programs

 • Veterans Club

 • Assessment and Counseling

 • Career Planning

 • Scholarship Opportunities

• Distance Learning Opportunities

• Access to Community Resources

• Benefits Acquisition

• Education Access Program

Whether you’re a discharged veteran, a member of the Guard  
or Reserve or on active duty, you and your family are welcomed 
home at Tri-C.

Cuyahoga 
Community  
College (Tri-C®)  
is committed  
to veterans.
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Horoscopes by Fooba Wooba 

Stand at ease  By John H. Tidyman, Editor

Okay, just a few random 
thoughts.

Man, I’m crazy about 
the Louis B. Stokes VA Hospital in 
Cleveland. Same with its outpa-
tient center in Parma.

Friends avoid me because I brag 
about our health service. 

I know VA health service in 
other parts of the country has 
been banged around, and it’s rep-
rehensible –  no veteran should be 
subjected to poor or inadequate 
health care. Finding excuses is 
more difficult than drawing to an 
inside straight.

But Cleveland? One of the best 
VA health centers in the country. 
Here’s my latest example. Yester-

VA Healthcare in Cleveland

day I had an appointment with my 
regular physician. I was taken in 
right on schedule. A nurse took my 
blood pressure, weight, asked lots 

of questions. Then into my physi-
cian’s office. She never looked at 
the clock. Lots and lots of ques-
tions. She listened closely to my 
answers. 

Bad news? Well, all the blood 
work showed me to be a pretty 
healthy guy. ‘Cept for high blood 
pressure. Not bad.

I like telling this brief story 
when the VA is the subject: I was 
running late for an 11 a.m.  ap-
pointment. I was racing through 
the front door of the clinic when 
my phone rang. It was my nurse, 
telling me I was late.

If you can tell a better story 
about doctor/patient service, I’ll 
be hornswoggled.

June 21 - July 22
You may say, every time 
the phone rings, “Oh, 
what now?” While life 
has not been without 
some serious bumps re-
cently, it is not as bad 
as you think. Having the 
electric, water, and gas 
cut off seems trouble-
some, but the bright 
side of you sees, “At least it’s warm weather. Plus my 
phone still works.” Cancer is a cardinal sign and one 
of your many virtues is your ability to work best under 
pressure. What about phone scams? Good money 
and minimal expense. Work from anywhere, too. 
When the goin’ gets tough, the tough get goin’!

July 23 - August 22
Recent decisions might 
backfire on you, but 
fear not. Even though 
you now see the idiocy 
of taking a middle-of-
the-night newspaper 
route for the Plain Deal-
er, you get a free paper 
and last night’s scores. 
Loaning your car to 
your brother-in-law to get to AA meetings sounded 
good. In retrospect, maybe it wasn’t. But at least he 
was rescued. The Fire Department said hauling your 
car out of Lake Erie is your problem, not theirs.  “Pub-
lic servants, my ass,” was not the comment you should 
have said; live and learn.

• �Please don’t let my little boy know I wrote you, but could you remind my 
little man not to get too close to your guns? He really doesn’t have any 
experience.  

• Who is this Jody boy?

• �Sergeant, is my boy eating his vegetables? He never cared for broccoli, but you know how important it is. 

• Were you able to fix my boy’s problem with cursing?

• My sweet and darling boy wrote he was in a secret location? Is this one of the games you boys play? 

• �My boy told me one of the commands you give him is ‘stand at ease.’ Please don’t let him slouch. It would 
break his Father’s heart.

• �My boy said your favorite name for him is, Maggot. Could you call him, ‘Sparky,’ instead? That was always 
his nickname.

• My little boy says you are always yelling, ‘Gimme ten!’ Are you making my son pay you?

• How you ever got my little darling to shine his shoes, I will never know, but thank you.

• My little trooper says he eats in a mess. Would it kill you to clean the dining room?

Letters received 
by drill sergeants 

from our  
worried Moms
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While the Memorial Day 
weekend gives many a 
chance to attend parties, 

fire up grills and celebrate the onset of 
summer, our nation’s veterans realize 
the holiday goes much deeper. For 
them, it is a solemn occasion – a time 
for honoring and remembering those 
who went far beyond the call of duty.

Few events do a better job of salut-
ing the nation’s heroes than the Ruck 
to Remember mission, a 60-mile Me-
morial Day weekend trek that begins 
in Harpers Ferry, W. Va., continues 
through Purceville, Va. And eventually 
reaches The Iwo Jima Memorial and, 
finally, Arlington National Cemetery.

Founded in 2011 by former Marine 
Keith Jolley, the Ruck to Remember 
also includes a shorter (six miles) 
Final Miles Mission, whose members 
meet up with the 60-mile partici-
pants at the Iwo Jima Memorial early 
Memorial Day morning before both 
groups embark on the emotional final 
mile to Arlington.

“It’s grown year after year and I’m 
very humbled by it,” said Jolley, who 
was involved in security forces train-
ing in Washington D.C. and currently 
works for a defense contractor. “It’s 
gone way beyond anything I had 
imagined.”

Jolley initially created the Ruck to 
Remember as a tribute to a fellow 
Marine and close friend who commit-
ted suicide. “It’s really about raising 
awareness, a mission of remem-
brance,” he said. “But it’s also about 
making it fun and bringing back that 
camaraderie we all once had.”

That first year’s mission included 

Ruck to Remember mission honors nation’s heroes
By Barry Goodrich

just 27 participants, only four of 
whom completed the rigorous 60-
mile journey. Last year’s Ruck to 
Remember drew 170 and had a 90 
percent completion rate. The 2017 
Ruck was made up of 35 percent 
veterans and 65 percent civilians 
with women accounting for 40 
percent of all participants.

“It’s a life-changing event for ci-
vilians and veterans,” said Jolley. 
“We have some veterans in their 
70s who have completed it.”

Ruck to Remember partici-
pants, who are divided into 
teams, are asked to raise $500 
each but many double or triple 
that amount. “After year three we 
started partnering with charities 
and went from $7,000 to north of 
$60,000 per year,” said Jolley. 
“What’s even more special to me 
is the veterans’ population (of the 
Ruck) is increasing by 30 percent 
each year.” 

All of the funds raised this year 
will go to Fisher House, Team 
RWB, the Oscar Mike Founda-
tion, Operation Enduring Warrior 
and Team TAPS. Since the incep-
tion of the event, Ruck to Remem-
ber has raised over $225,000 for 
veterans organizations.

What Jolley calls “the goose-
bump raising moments” occur 
each year when each team mem-
ber relates a story of valor involv-
ing servicemen and women who 
have died in combat. 

But the former Marine’s most 
memorable moment came in Vir-
ginia as his team, marching in 

formation and carrying an American 
flag, passed a young boy riding a bike.

“He stopped, got off the bike and gave 
us a hand salute,” said Jolley. “It was a 

chilling moment…he understood the 
meaning of the flag.”	

For more information on the 2018 Ruck to 
Remember, visit rucktoremember.org.
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WESTLAKE - A life size sculpture 
titled “Homeless Jesus” is on dis-
play at the Community West Foun-
dation campus in Westlake.  This 
moving work, created by Canadian 
sculptor Timothy Schmalz, depicts 
Jesus as a homeless person lying 
on a bench covered by a blanket 
with wounds in his feet.  

The sculpture is a visual repre-
sentation of the Gospel passage 
in Matthew 25:40, “Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sis-
ters of mine, you did for me.”  This 
symbolic work of art is one of a se-

T. Dombrowiak, President and 
CEO, Community West Founda-
tion. “The relevance of “Homeless 
Jesus” reminds us to show love, 
care and compassion to our less 
fortunate neighbors.”  

All are invited to take the oppor-
tunity and see “Homeless Jesus” at 
the Community West Foundation 
campus.  There is even space at the 
end of the bench to sit for a while, 
to pray and meditate.  The Founda-
tion plans to make the sculpture 
available for area churches to bor-
row and display for inspiration to 
their congregations.  

“Homeless 
Jesus” 

Sculpture  
on display at 
Community  

West 
Foundation

ries of inspiring sculptures crafted 
by Schmalz.

Copies of the sculpture have 
started appearing in cities around 
the world, and now, the Communi-
ty West Foundation has “Homeless 
Jesus” on display outside of its of-
fice building as a reminder of what 
the organization values. “Homeless 
Jesus” reflects the core principle of 
the work and mission at Communi-
ty West Foundation to care for the 
least of our brothers and sisters in 
need.

“We want to share this gift with 
our entire community”, said David 

A proud supporter of our veterAns...

The Mission of the Community West Foundation is to advance  
the health and well being of our community.

Join us.

216-476-7060
www.communitywestfoundation.org

440-360-7370

About the 
Community  

West Foundation
Community West Foundation is 

a local philanthropic organization 
dedicated to supporting 

organizations that provide the basic 
needs of food, clothing, shelter and 
medical care to the most needy in 
our community, as exemplified by 

the SocksPlus campaign. Learn more 
at communitywestfoundation.org

DD214 Chronicle
Now in its ninth year of 

publishing, The Chronicle  
has an opening for an  

advertising salesperson.  
Must be experienced,  

proud of DD214 Chronicle,  
a go-getting, self-starter. 

Commission and mileage. 
Excellent sales support.
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AFFORDABLE HOMES 
FOR HEROES

Affordable home options for 
Veterans.
15% off purchase price
Portion of closing costs paid
Home warranty included
Build wealth through home ownership

Find out more about the Cuyahoga Land Bank 
HomeFront Program today!
www.cuyahogalandbank.org   OR CALL 216.698.8853  

Specializing in the following:  
 

 Grand Jury Defense and 
Investigations 

 Criminal Defense 
 White Collar Criminal Defense 
 Commercial Litigation 

 

 

Richard G. Lillie, Ph.D. 
Lawyer 

216-861-1313  
Email: rlillie@lillieholderman.com 

75 Public Square, Suite 213 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113-2011 

www.lillieholderman.com 

Many of my days begin 
with hope. I’ve always 
thought hope was a 

close relative to prayer. Prayer 
without any of the formalities. 

By the end of the day, most of 
my hopes have been lost in the 
maelstrom of life. For hopes re-
alized, my evening prayers were 
of gratitude.

Would you pray with me? Or 
hope with me?

It is likely we share many 
hopes, that many of our prayers 
are similar.

I like to make my hopes  
known to God, especially  for 
Memorial Day, when we honor 
those many men and women 
who sacrificed their lives to pro-
tect us and our way of life.

You’ll join me, won’t you?
We hope that the souls of 

those lost in battle are aware of 
our gratitude.

We hope the souls of all com-
batants are blessed with peace; 
understanding that our enemies 

Memorial Day
A day of sadness and gratitude, family and burnt hot dogs

By Chaplain Joseph Calipietro

on Earth are fellow souls in Heaven.
We hope those who knew and 

loved our fallen might be comforted, 
this day and for all days.

We hope and pray that by our ac-
tions we prove we are worthy of 
their sacrifices.

We hope to further open our 

hearts to all God’s children, the ani-
mals He created, and the forests and 
mountains He fashioned for us.

We hope to learn better about our 
planet. It is God’s most wonderful 
gift and will be home to a thousand 
more generations.

We hope the cacophony of politics 

will be replaced by listening, consider-
ing, and respecting all individuals. 

We hope to honor memories and we 
hope to later enjoy the comfort and love 
of our friends and families. We hope for 
potato salad, cold beer and soda, ham-
burgers and hot dogs, watermelon, big 
smiles and long, warm hugs.
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In 1919, a group of battle-weary 
but patriotic World War I veter-
ans formed a new organization 

called the American Legion, char-
tered and incorporated by Congress. 
They had no way of knowing, 100 
years later, their small group’s mem-
bership would swell to over two mil-
lion with more than 13,000 posts 
worldwide. 

Those founding members were de-
voted to the themes of service, pa-
triotism and camaraderie. Today, the 
nation’s largest wartime veterans’ 
service organization is committed to 
mentoring youth and sponsorship of 
community programs while advocat-
ing patriotism and honor.

American Legion Baseball is one of 
the largest and most successful ama-
teur athletic programs in the country, 
stressing the importance of sports-
manship, citizenship and fitness. The 
Legion’s Operation Comfort Warriors 
supports recovering wounded warriors 
and their families and the organization 
raises millions of dollars in donations 
at the local, state and national levels to 

help veterans and 
their families in 
times of need.

But some of the 
Legion’s greatest 
accomplishments 
came during its 
formative years, 
leading the move-
ment for govern-
ment support of 
those who served 
their country. The 
founders estab-
lished programs 
that endure today, 
from working with the National Edu-
cation Association to improve school 
attendance to creating children’s pro-
grams for kids who had lost parents 
due to war.

“The World War I veterans who 
formed the organization fought to 
establish a flag code in 1923 and 
1924,” said Jeffrey R. Stoffer, the 
Legion’s media director. “They also 
fought for the establishment of the 
Veterans Administration in 1930. 

And in 1943, the 
Legion drafted 
and fought to pass 
the first G.I. Bill, 
democratizing 
higher education, 
home owner-
ship and advanc-
ing civil rights…
ways in which the 
American Legion 
believed it could 
strengthen the 
nation.”

Last year, the 
Legion elected De-

nise Rohan as the first ever female 
National Commander in the organi-
zation’s history. Rohan heads up the 
Legion’s Temporary Financial Assis-
tance program, which awards cash 
grants to the minor children of vet-
erans eligible for American Legion 
membership. The grants help fami-
lies in need meet the costs of shelter, 
food, utilities and health expenses.

“It’s important to remember that 
women were original Legion members 

and leaders in 1919 before they had 
the full right to vote,” said Stoffer.

The Legion has been able to adapt 
to each new era during its long histo-
ry while retaining the original values 
it established a century ago. Today, 
a diverse 21st Century committee of 
mainly post-9/11 veterans is draft-
ing  strategy for the next 100 years.

“These new generations of Legion-
naires are as dedicated as the Le-
gion’s original founders,” said Stoffer. 
“They are demonstrating our time-
honored values in different ways, like 
(organizing) yoga therapy at Legion 
posts for those suffering from PTSD.”

The American Legion’s 100th Na-
tional Convention will be held Aug. 
24-30 in Minneapolis, the same 
city that hosted the Legion’s first 
convention.

“From rural posts raising money 
for disaster relief to battling on Capi-
tol Hill for an effective Veterans Ad-
ministration, the Legion continues 
to work to strengthen the nation, 
regardless of war era, duty station or 
gender,” said Stoffer.

American Legion marks 100 years of service and patriotism
By Barry Goodrich

After five years in the Navy and 
another six years with the Na-
tional Guard, Geno Conley 

saw four tours of duty and sustained 
a serious neck injury, a broken back, 
a shoulder injury and the loss of part 
of his foot. Upon returning home, the 
Portage county native was not about 
to bemoan what could have been – he 
was more interested in what could be.

 “I didn’t want to sit around and 
just collect my disability and do noth-
ing,” said Conley from his Medina 
home. “I thought about what kind of 
company I could start where disabled 
veterans could work and earn a de-
cent living.”

Four years ago, Conley founded 
Band of Brothers Restoration. The 
new business was put on hold for a 
period until starting back up last De-
cember, when Conley formed a part-
nership with fellow veteran Justin 
Wagenschutz, who moved to Medina 
from Michigan.

Wagenschutz joined the Army in 
2004 and served for three years be-
fore a stint in the National Guard. 
While in the Army, he served in Iraq 

from 2005-06, sustaining 
a traumatic brain injury 
and PTSD in the process. 
“I don’t have a construc-
tion background by any 
means but I have the 
same philosophy as Geno 
has,” said Wagenschutz. 
“This is a good fit for us. 
We both want to supply a 
livelihood for others.”

Four of the six work-
ers employed by Band 
of Brothers Restoration 
are veterans and the 
other two have military 
connections. “We have 
people who have served, 
their kids have served, or 
they have lost someone 
in war,” said Conley.

At present, company is 
restoring a home in the 
Akron area, using not 
only a team of veterans 
but a majority of Made in the USA 
materials. California-based investor 
William Selling, a Desert Storm vet-
eran, acquired the home and contact-

ed Conley’s firm to do the work. The 
home inspection was done by a veter-
an and Tony Perry, a former Marine 
and owner of Akron-based Stars and 

Stripes Plumbing, is also involved 
in the work. Selling’s realtor, Jason 
Horton, is also an Army veteran.

“Will approached us a little over a 
year ago and we found a home on the 
outskirts of Firestone Park in Akron,” 
said Conley. “Some bad weather held 
us up but we were able to finish up in 
June.”

“My goal is to sell the home to a 
veteran and repeat the process, as a 
way to support and employ veterans 
while also using 100 percent U.S.-
made materials and bringing jobs 
back to America,” said Selling.

Band of Brothers Restoration is 
also involved with government con-
tract work all across the country 
and has worked on everything from 
hotels to new construction to retail 
space. The company also does work 
for handicapped residents of ADA-
approved homes. 

“The bigger the company gets, the 
bigger our ideas get,” said Conley. 
“Money is ultimately not our number 
one motivation. Our goal is to start 
a technical school for veterans…one 
with a scholarship program.”

Disabled vets build futures with Medina restoration firm
By Barry Goodrich



VA CLAIMS ASSISTANCE
Our Veterans Service Officers (VSO’s) 
serve as a liaison to the Department 
of Veteran’s Affairs (VA). VSO’s advise 
and assist Vets and their family 
members of their rights and/or 
obtaining possible benefits through 
the VA, the State of Ohio and Lorain 
County.

Services include processing claims for:
•	Non-service Connected Pension for  

 Wartime Vets (Aid & Attendance/ 
 Housebound Pension, and Survivors  
 Pension).
•	Service Connected Compensation.
•	Ohio War Orphans Scholarship.
•	Notice of Disagreements & Appeals.

VSO’s also submit application for:
•	Military Awards and Medals.
•	H.S. Diploma for Wartime Vets.
•	Upgrading Discharges.
•	Requests for Discharge (DD 214).

Benefits may include but not limited to: 
•	Education	Benefits
•	VA	Home	Loan
•	Burial	Benefits

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Temporary financial assistance may 
be available to Veterans or their 
widow who show a need and meet 
eligibility requirements.

Assistance may be given for rent, 
mortgage, property tax, utilities, car 
payment, insurances, and food or 
personal items.

Household income, living expenses, 
available assets, medical expenses, 
and the special needs of each 
applicant are considered when 
determining eligibility.

Veteran must have been discharged 
under honorable conditions and 
served on active duty for purposes 
other than training. Applicant must 
also be a resident of Lorain County 
for 90 days prior to application.

TRANSPORTATION
Transportation is provided to and 
from the VA Medical Facilities in 
Wade Park & Parma and the VA Clinic 
in Sheffield Village. Availability is on 
a first-come, first-serve basis.

A morning shuttle is available to 
Wade Park & Parma.  Home pick-ups 
are provided for appointments at 
the VA Clinic in Sheffield Village.

Wheelchair accessible service is 
available.

TO SCHEDULE A RIDE CALL 
440.284.4624

Departs LCVSO .............  7:15 a.m.*1
Departs JFS..................  7:30 a.m.*1
Departs Valor Home .....  7:45 a.m.*1
Departs Elyria ..............  8:00 a.m.*1
Arrives W/P ..................  9:15 a.m.*2
Departs W/P ................  3: 00 p.m.*3
Arrives LCVSO ...............  4:30 p.m.*3

PICK-UP & DROP OFF LOCATIONS
LCVSO: 1230 Abbe Rd., Elyria
JFS: 42495 North Ridge Rd.

Valor Home: 221 W 20th St., Lorain.
Elyria: Admin. Bldg., 226 Middle Ave.

*1 May depart earlier if all riders are present.
*2 Approx. time, add 20-30 min. if shuttle goes to Parma.
*3 May depart earlier if all riders are done with their appts.

RESOURCE ROOM
Clients are welcome to utilize the 
printer and computers (with internet 
access). We also send faxes and have 
a notary available for our Veterans.

VETERAN ID CARD
ID CARDS are ISSUED ON

THURSDAY & FRIDAY
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

• REQUIREMENTS •
RESIDENT OF LORAIN COUNTY 

HONORABLE DISCHARGE or
UNDER HONORABLE CONDITIONS

DD214 • VALID PHOTO ID

1230 N Abbe Rd., Elyria, OH 44035 • www.LorainCountyVeterans.com
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WASHINGTON — The U.S Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) is taking action to address Intimate 
Partner Violence(IPV) by earmarking $17 million 
in funds to support Veterans in need.

The funds will strengthen IPV Assistance Pro-
grams in VA facilities nationwide.

“VA recognizes that intimate partner violence is a 
health issue faced by many Veterans and their fami-
lies,” said Acting VA Secretary Peter O’Rourke. “We 
are giving careful attention to this program, ensur-
ing it is integrated into clinical care and workplace 
safety.  Both are important to the safety of Veterans 
and VA employees who report experiencing violence.”

IPV affects millions of Americans. The term “inti-
mate partner violence” describes physical, sexual or 
psychological harm by a current or former partner 
or spouse. This type of violence can occur among 
heterosexual or same-sex couples.

Awareness and identification of intimate part-
ner violence among Veterans has increased. Re-
search suggests Veterans may be at greater risk 
than their civilian counterparts, given the unique 
stressors posed by military life.

VA’s IPV Assistance Program focuses on the in-
dividual and works on developing a culture of safe-
ty. This holistic approach involves understanding, 
recognizing and responding to the effects of all 
types of trauma.  The ultimate goals are to end vio-
lence, prevent further violence and promote healthy 
relationships.

The Veterans Health Administration launched the 
IPV Assistance Program in January 2014 and has 
since established IPV Assistance Program Coordina-
tors at more than 115 VA facilities to offer assistance 
to Veterans, their partners and VA staff. Program 
Coordinators use resources from mental health, pri-
mary care, women’s health, Veterans justice outreach 
and employee occupational health and assistance 
programs. 

The IPV program also offers intervention through 
VA and community partnerships that address hous-
ing, education and employment needs.  This addi-
tional funding will allow VA to expand the program 
to all VA medical centers and build greater awareness 
of IPV as a serious health issue.

VA Commits $17 Million  
to Expand Intimate 
Partner Violence 

Assistance Program
Services address healing from physical, 

psychological and social effects of violence
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WW II Medic Beat  
Post-Concussion Syndrome 

By Jerri Donohue

PFC Richard 
Claes 
strapped 

the injured 
Dutchwoman’s lit-
ter to the hood of a 
jeep. As he slapped 
Red Cross emblems 
on both sides of 
the vehicle, her 
two sons climbed 
into the back seat. 
Then the medic 
rushed his patient 
down a road held 
by Germans and 
delivered her to a 
hospital.

“The Wehrmacht 
boys rose out of their foxholes and 
waved,” the Medina resident said. 
“On the way back, they did the same 
thing.”

Drafted during his freshman year 
at Ohio State University, Claes land-
ed in France a month after D-Day 
with the 104th (“Timberwolf”) 
Infantry Division, 329th Medical 
Battalion. He soon used his combat 
medic training when his convoy was 
shelled and men dove into a mined 
ditch.

In Belgium, Holland and Germany, 
Claes set up aid stations in any 
serviceable space, including a barn, 
a school, a lodge, a butcher shop 
and a convent basement. In ad-
dition to GIs, he treated civilians 
and wounded Germans who called 
him “Ami.” Not to be confused with 
French for “friend,” this hostile deri-
vation from “American,” was similar 
to the American usage of “Jap” for 
“Japanese.”   

During a shelling in Germany’s 
Hürtgen Forest, a prisoner shoved 
Claes against a tree trunk, yelling, 
“Ami, up against!” 

“When the shells hit the top of the 
trees, branches would come down 
like spears,” Claes recalled. “He pro-
tected me against the tree.”

The Timberwolves were night-
fighters and Claes often labored in the 
dark. On one occasion, he had to leave 
a captain with a compound fracture 
to help more seriously wounded men. 
The medic once held vigil all night with 
a gut-shot soldier he expected would 
die before dawn. The next morning the 
man was evacuated. Claes learned he 
had survived when the two met at a 

reunion decades later. 
Claes was injured, too, when he 

was caught in a bombardment as he 
knelt over a man shot through the 
lung. His patient died and Claes suf-
fered a concussion. 

“They said I was goofy for about 
three days,” the veteran said.

When the war ended, Claes com-
pleted college at Ohio State and mar-
ried a classmate. Post-concussion 
syndrome ambushed him one day in 
1949, as he and his pregnant wife 
were driving through farmland in 
central Ohio.

“It felt like a heavy wind was com-
ing on my left side,” Claes recalled. “I 
felt the most excruciating pain over 
this right eye.”

He pulled onto the berm. When 
a tractor rumbled down the road 
toward him, Claes thought it was a 
German tank and crawled beneath 
his car.

He immediately was admitted to 
the VA hospital in Dayton, suffering 
from paralysis on his left side. His 
first child was born a few days later.

Although her sister urged Claes’s 
late wife, Lois, to leave him, she 
stood by him during the vet’s 6-year 
recovery.  The couple raised a close-
knit family and Claes enjoyed a 
rewarding career working for the 
Welfare Department on the county 
and state levels.

As he approaches his 95th birth-
day, the former medic advises young-
er veterans not to lose hope as they 
deal with post-concussion syndrome 
or other combat-related problems.

“It gets better,” Claes said. “It just 
takes time.”
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Ken Leslie once rubbed shoul-
ders with the likes of Jerry 
Seinfeld and Sam Kinison, 

performing stand-up comedy in 
Cleveland Comedy clubs such as 
Hilarities during the late 1980s.

But that is only one part of 
Leslie’s amazing story. 
While touring the 
country on the 
comedy circuit, 
the Perrysburg 
native became a 
casualty of the 
fast lane and 
nightlife which 
provided easy 
access to booze 
and drugs. Leslie 
became an alcoholic 
and drug addict before 
getting sober in 1992.

Yet another formative period of 
Leslie’s life came before his comedy 
career when he spent several weeks 
as a member of the homeless popu-
lation. He lived in his car, eating 
peanut butter out of a jar.

Those memories have driven 
Leslie ever since. In 2012, he 
founded Veterans Matter, a Toledo-
based organization dedicated 
to housing homeless veterans. 
Providing a security deposit and, 
in some cases a first month rent 
payment for homeless veterans 
who have received long-term hous-
ing vouchers from HUD and the 
Veterans Administration.

That first year, Veterans Matter 
helped house 35 veterans in the 
Northwest Ohio area. The organi-
zation has now grown to serve 18 
states across the nation, with over 
2,150 veterans housed and a new 
initiative to house an additional 
1,000 vets by the end of the year.

Up until May, Veterans Matter 
did not have a foothold in the 
Greater Cleveland area. That has 
changed thanks to a $60,000 
donation from the University of 
Toledo’s Songfest, an annual event 

Veterans Matter  
to help homeless vets  

in Cleveland
By Barry Goodrich

Please Like DD214 Chronicle on Facebook!

with student groups raising funds 
by putting on dance routines. The 
donation will also allow Veterans 
Matter to expand into the Columbus 
area as well.

“This is something that resonates 
with the kids,” said Leslie from 

the organization’s Toledo 
headquarters. “Our goal 

is to unite those of us 
who care about home-

less veterans into 
one cohesive force 
that successfully 
returns veterans 
to a home for the 
brave in the land of 

the free.
“It’s heartbreaking 

that we still have over 
40,000 homeless veterans 

in the streets,” he added.
One of the biggest advantages 

of Veterans Matter is a low docu-
mented administrative expenses 
figure of eight percent. “Every dol-
lar results in a veteran or veteran’s 
family with children housed in a 
long-term HUD-VA partner pro-
gram that has a 91 percent success 
rate,” said Leslie.

Celebrity advocates have been 
a huge part of the organization’s 
success. One of the earliest was 
John Mellencamp, who worked with 
Leslie in Toledo’s Tent City pro-
gram. Entertainers such as ZZ Top’s 
Dusty Hill, John Fogerty, Gary 
Sinise, Anne Heche, Kid Rock and 
Katy Perry have helped raise funds 
through public service announce-
ments and fundraisers. Last month, 
rocker George Thorogood donated a 
signed guitar to the cause during a 
tour stop in Toledo.

According to the Northeast 
Ohio Coalition for the Homeless, 
there has been a steady increase of 
homeless veterans in the Greater 
Cleveland area. Those who wish 
to contribute to Veterans Matter 
can text VETS to 41444 or visit 
VeteransMatter.org.
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Re-enacting War: Entertainment or History Lesson?
By Eli Beachy

It’s called reenacting, the 
hobby to recreate and 
participate in some mo-

ment of the past. Primarily an 
American phenomenon and 
usually related to war, it’s an 
endeavor that is enjoyed by 
thousands and witnessed by 
tens of thousands.  

A part of the nation since 
October, 1862, reenacting has 
always seemed to confuse its 
purpose: Is it entertainment 
or is it a history lesson? Like 
any war movie, it can be both.

For more than 30 years I 
marched with the Confeder-
ate Army in the world’s most 
popular version, Civil War 
reenacting.  

It was the advantage of hav-
ing the right look, just 5’5”, 
145 pounds and a bad atti-
tude; I could portray the ex-
pectation of a Confederate 
trooper.  

The Magic Moment is that 
micro-second when it all feels 
real, as if you have achieved 
the impossibility of having 

transported across time. In 
these many years, to me it has 
happened only twice.	   

It was time to hang it up but 
the old war horse wasn’t ready. 
It hit me right between the 
eyes.  I’m headed off to World 
War II.

How is a 5’5”, 155-pound, 
long-haired, longer-bearded-
bad-attitude, 67-year old going 
to pull this one off? Be reading 
next edition.  

It’s so damn good it even 
amazes me.

Anatomy of a Miracle Examines the Unknowable By Nancy Peacock

What happens when a 
26-year-old, paralyzed 
Afghanistan War vet-

eran is somehow able to rise from 
his wheelchair? Four years after the 
fragments from a land mine severed 
the nerves of his lower vertebrae, 
Cameron Harris inexplicably stands 
up in the Biz-E-Bee convenience 
store parking lot in Biloxi, Missis-
sippi. What follows is Anatomy of a 
Miracle, the third novel by Jonathan 
Miles (Random House, 2018).

The book examines all aspects of 
the event’s aftermath: busloads of 
tourists wanting to observe the ac-
tual square of asphalt where the 
healing occurred, a formal investi-
gation by the Catholic Church, the 
medical community’s attempt to sci-
entifically explain the event, and the 
creation of a reality TV show. At the 
center of this cultural and religious 
maelstrom is Cameron, the veteran 
whose young life was filled with loss, 
conflict and unbearable secrets.

Author Miles recently talked 
about the book with DD214  Chron-
icle.  Although he is not a veteran, 
Miles said he did extensive research 
and reporting on the U.S. conflict in 
Afghanistan, and the wounded vet-
erans who survived.

“When it’s fiction, you don’t have 
any sort of concrete obligation to get 
things right,” Miles said. “But I feel 
that there is an artistic obligation to 
make it as true as possible, to reflect 
the commonality of the experience 
in the most accurate way possible.”

Miles said he set the story in the 
coastal town of Biloxi, Mississippi 
for religious reasons. He quoted 
the late southern writer Flannery 
O’Connor, who described the south 

as “Christ-haunted.”
“I realized that this should hap-

pen in a place where it would be 
immediately comprehended as a 
miracle,” he said. 

Although the state of Mississip-
pi is known for its Baptist church 
influence, Miles de-
scribed the Missis-
sippi coast as “a spur 
of Catholicism coming 
off New Orleans. And 
the Catholic Church 
is the only major faith 
that purports to in-
vestigate and certify 
miracles.”

Cameron’s modern-
day miracle prompts 
the Vatican to dispatch 
an investigator to file 
a report. The Vietnam-
ese couple who own 
the convenience store 
begin reaping windfall 
sales from the spiritual 
tourist trade. A reality TV show pro-
ducer travels to Biloxi and convinces 
Cameron and his sister Tanya to open 
up their lives to a camera crew. But 
the attention brings out a secret that 
threatens to ruin the good fortune of 
those who are benefitting from all of 
the publicity. 

In terms of his own spirituality, 
Miles describes himself a funda-
mentalist agnostic. Agnosticism is 
the view that the existence of God, 
of the divine or the supernatural, is 
unknown or unknowable.

“Agnosticism is almost a default 
condition of novelists,” he said. “I 
think writing novels is one way to 
explore that sense of not know-
ing, that sense of uncertainty, to 

try to grope closer to some sort of 
certainty.”

So what did happen to the young 
veteran? Was it an actual miracle?

“I had no intention of coming to 
an answer,” Miles said. “There is a 
vacuum created by Cameron’s recov-

ery. What interested 
me is what would fill 
that space because 
people can’t bear an 
unanswered question. 
So we fill it and what 
would that get filled 
with became the pre-
vailing question.”

In keeping with a 
southern literature 
tradition, the book is 
filled with beautiful 
turns of phrase. For 
example, Miles writes 
that the church sees 
miracles not as proof 
of God’s existence 
but as proof of a de-

ceased person’s presence and stat-
ure in heaven,  “as signals of saintly 
or pre-saintly intervention in the 
frail, chipped gearing of human 
existence.”

In another scene, Cameron’s doc-
tor drives to his house and turns 
off her car’s engine:  “The vibrations 
she felt weren’t from the engine but 
from her own body. She gripped the 
steering wheel for calm, as if to ab-
sorb some of its mechanical logic.” 

In yet another chapter, Miles de-
scribes an Army staff sergeant as 
having “that alertly grizzled bearing 
that comes from being shot at nu-
merous times.”

In the book’s acknowledgements 
section, traditionally filled with the 

names of real people who helped in 
the book’s creation, Miles thanks 
the characters who populate the 
novel for their access and willing-
ness to be a part of the project. 

“My thinking was that if the en-
tire book was intended as a fictional 
construct, then the acknowledge-
ments should be no different,” Miles 
said. “That’s caused some confusion, 
which I’m OK with.”

Perhaps the most unexpected part 
of the book comes before the first 
chapter. The book’s dedication page 
states: “This is for JOHN H. TIDY-
MAN who made smoking Camel 
straights while cursing at a type-
writer look like fun, even if it isn’t 
(sometimes it is).”

Miles said he was 17 years old in 
1988 when he met Tidyman, the fu-
ture Publisher and Editor of DD214 
Chronicle. Tidyman hired Miles to 
be his assistant, which meant orga-
nizing files and purchasing cheese-
burgers and cigarettes for his boss.

“He was such an inspiration,” 
Miles recalled. “He was the first liv-
ing writer that I had ever encoun-
tered. I’d watch him work on that 
electric typewriter when he was 
smoking those Camel straights and 
cussing his head off at that type-
writer and I used to think, ‘God, 
that looks like fun.’”

In addition to Tidyman’s larger-
than-life personae, Miles said he 
was struck by his boss’s ability to 
tell a good story.

“When I met him he was the best 
storyteller I had ever encountered,” 
Miles said. “It’s hard for me to under-
state the influence he had on my life 
and certainly he nudged me in good 
directions – except for the smoking.”
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D.R.E.W. Songwriters Record Local Veterans’ Stories 
By Jerri Donohue

One by one, the six songwrit-
ers take the stage in Barn-
egie Hall, a renovated barn 

in Avon Lake. On a hot afternoon 
in May they sing about a forward 
observer’s experience in Vietnam, 
a First Gulf War veteran’s sense of 
belonging to a team, and a female 
soldier’s silent suffering after being 
raped. 

Each musician composed the 
music and lyrics within one day of 
meeting with an individual veteran 
to learn his or her story. 

“We had the easy part,” Charlie 
Wiener tells the audience of vets 
and their families. “We just had to 
write the song. We didn’t have to 
live it.”

The program, Delivering Re-
storative Energy to Our Warriors 
(D.R.E.W.) is retired social worker 
Marilyn Zeidner’s memorial to Avon 
Lake native Drew Ferguson. A close 
friend of Zeidner’s daughter dur-
ing their high school years, Fergu-
son spent many hours in Zeidner’s 
home.  He became an Army Ranger 
after graduation, and later a Green 

Beret officer. He re-
ceived three Bronze 
Stars before leav-
ing military ser-
vice after multiple 
deployments. 

Although he 
hadn’t seen Zeidner 
in years, Ferguson 
sent donations to 
her non-profit orga-
nization, Music on 
a Mission, after he 
moved to the West 
Coast. 

“He was a musi-
cian, a poet, an art-
ist,” Zeidner said.

Ferguson died by 
his own hand last 
summer. 

Soon after, Zeidner founded 
D.R.E.W. under the umbrella of 
Music on a Mission. Its logo – a 
drum embellished with a flag – is 
based on Ferguson’s poem, “My 
Drum,” and uses his art.

Zeidner said D.R.E.W. offers vet-
erans a non-threatening way to tell 

their stories, re-
lease pain and con-
nect with others. 
Instead of publically 
relating their mili-
tary experiences to 
a group, they share 
them privately with 
a songwriter.

“The songwriters 
make the program,” 
Zeidner said. 

Their music rang-
es from lively to 
mournful and their 
lyrics cover light-
hearted topics as 
well as serious ones. 

Participants re-
sponded positively 

to the first four workshops. A Viet-
nam veteran marveled at the song 
that resulted from his story.

“It was amazing to him that some-
one was listening so intently, that 
someone could turn what he was 
feeling into a song,” Zeidner said. “It 
made it universal and not just his 
personal wound.”

D.R.E.W. affects its songwrit-
ers, too. Ray Flanagan, a full time 
musician based in Lakewood, was 
paired with Drew Ferguson’s long-
time friend, Lt. Zac Lewis.  Their 
song, “Living on the Strong Point,” 
describes Lewis’s soul-numbing as-
signment in Kandahar in 2012. Fla-
nagan eventually recorded the song 
in a studio and posted it on Band-
camp, a website where independent 
musicians sell their recordings. He 
donates all proceeds from “Living 
on the Strong Point” to the Travis 
Mills Foundation. Mills, who sur-
vived an IED blast as a quadruple 
amputee, was one of Lewis’s men.

“Songs are a good vehicle to tell 
stories,” Flanagan said. “They can’t 
fix anything, but they do have 
value emotionally. Sharing the past 
makes it more bearable.” 

D.R.E.W. is funded by donations. 
Veterans from all branches are wel-
come to participate at no charge. 
Each receives a recording of his/her 
song. To register for future work-
shops, contact Zeidner at Marilyn@
musicmission.com
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Banners Salute Independence 
Hometown Heroes

By Jerri Donohue

From April 
through 
Veterans Day, 

motorists on Route 
21 in Independence 
travel beneath ban-
ners saluting the 
city’s veterans and 
current servicemen 
and women. 

“A city named 
Independence was 
the perfect venue to 
honor our military,” 
Mayor Anthony 
Togliatti said of the 
project he initiated 
last year.

Independence 
employee Gayle 
Rudary discovered 
Corning, New York’s 
Hometown Heroes 
program while on 
vacation in 2016. 
Corning acknowl-
edges its veterans 
on small banners 
hung at eye level in a 
pedestrians-only dis-
trict. Rudary snapped 
a photo of one depict-
ing Shawn Lane, a 
Marine killed in Iraq 
in 2004. When she 
showed the picture to 
Togliatti, he immedi-
ately resolved to cre-
ate a similar tribute 
to his city’s veterans 
and active duty personnel. 

Independence residents embraced 
the idea. In 2017, the project’s first 
year, 30 persons participated. Another 
32 were added this spring.

Each sponsor purchases a banner 
for $165. The city prepares the graph-
ics in-house, which Carroll Graphics in 
Cleveland then reproduces on sturdy 
fabric. 

Measuring 30 inches by 100 inches, 
every double-sided banner features an 
honoree’s picture, name and branch 
of service. The photograph usually 
reveals the era in which the individual 
served.

“We have two banners from the 
Civil War, and that continues to World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam and the War 
on Terror,” Togliatti said. 

Representing members of all 
branches, the banners include men 
killed in action and former prisoners 
of war as well as those who returned 
home unscathed. 

Relatives occasion-
ally share the hon-
oree’s experience in 
“Behind the Banner,” 
a short column in 
Independence’s 
monthly newslet-
ter. Upon former 
submariner Edmund 
N. Chrzanowswki, 
Sr.’s death, the 
city enlarged and 
mounted his son’s 
written account to 
exhibit at the wake. 
Some families ask to 
display a veteran’s 
banner during call-
ing hours, and the 
city rehangs it after 
the funeral.

The banners in-
form Independence 
residents of the 
military service of 
neighbors and ac-
quaintances. When 
retired Police Chief 
Tony Appenzeller 
died in May, 
people left flags and 
wreaths by the pole 
that held the World 
War II corporal’s 
banner.

Flags adorn tele-
phone poles that 
cannot accommo-
date the hardware 
necessary for hang-

ing the banners. To give more resi-
dents access to the 62 available spots, 
banners are retired after two years 
and returned to their owners. About 
30 veterans wait their turn. 

Togliatti acknowledged the origin 
of Independence’s project by writing 
to Gunnery Sgt. Lane’s parents in 
Corning. He thanked them for sharing 
their son’s legacy through their town’s 
banner project and he described the 
positive impact this eventually made 
on his own city. 

Other communities are taking note. 
A western suburb recently approached 
Independence for details on imple-
menting a banner program.

“We have had hundreds of phone 
calls from participants, residents, visi-
tors and those in surrounding com-
munities, to let us know how much 
they enjoy the banners, how it has 
re-sparked their patriotism,” Togliatti 
said. “Not one negative comment in 
two years.”

My introduction to Don 
Evans began with a mes-
sage on our answering 

machine. It was from his son.  He’d 
seen a notation at the end of one 
of my published stories that I had 
served with the Second Armored 
Division.  

I returned the call to Spring City, 
Pennsylvania, near Valley Forge. 
John Charles picked up. He asked 
me if I knew his father, Don. I asked 
him what unit within the Division? 
“Sixty-sixth Armored Regiment 
Recon.” 

I then asked what time frame. 
“Nineteen-forty-two to 1945.”

Purple Heart recipient Don Evans 
was a very lucky man; since he’d 
joined, he was in the thick of the 
action.

His  military journey took him 
through Algeria and Tunisia, French 
North Africa, then on to Sicily, 
England (once for treatment for his 
wounds,) and France (Normandy 
D+3). 

He described the aftermath of 
D-Day as being devoid of a single 
bird. “But dead soldiers were ev-
erywhere. There were intact bodies, 
pieces of bodies, and burned bodies. 
Feet and arms were protruding 
from the plowed-up earth. I hoped I 
would not have to die as these men 
did.”

During the period of July 26 
to August 12, 1944, Evans’ 66th 
Armored Regiment was cited 
for extraordinary heroism and 

Odyssey of an Iron Knight 
By JC Sullivan

VA Showcases New Medical Advancements 
in Veteran Care on Capitol Hill

WASHINGTON —Today the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) Office of 
Research and Development hosted a Research Fair at the Rayburn House Office 
Building on Capitol Hill to share new medical advancements in improving health 
care and quality of life for Veterans across the nation.

“VA has a long and distinguished history of health-care research leading to 
new discoveries and innovations to benefit Veterans and all Americans,” said 
Acting VA Secretary Peter O’Rourke. “VA continues to conduct cutting-edge 
research, such as the development and testing of advanced prosthetic limbs, 
the Million Veteran Program (MVP), precision-medicine initiative and regenerative 
medicine aimed at repairing severed spinal cords.”

The event featured exhibits and demonstrations covering areas such as pros-
thetics, robotics, genomics and mental health. In the past, VA research has con-
tributed to groundbreaking advances in medical care and technology, such as 
the CT scan, the cardiac pacemaker and the first successful liver transplant.

“VA research has resulted in three Nobel prizes, seven Lasker awards and nu-
merous other national and international honors,” said Dr. Carolyn Clancy, execu-
tive in charge of VA’s Veterans Health Administration. “We are very proud of the 
impact our research collaborations has on the health of Veterans and the nation.”

The event also featured more than a dozen leading VA researchers, includ-
ing Dr. Rory Cooper, a pioneer in wheelchair and other adaptive technology; 
Dr. Ann McKee, an authority on traumatic brain injury and chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy; and Dr. JoAnn Kirchner, who directs efforts to bring innovative 
mental health treatments to Veterans.

For more information on VA research, visit research.va.gov.

outstanding performance of duty 
during their advance from St. Lo to 
the Argentan-Falaise pocket.

In August 1944 Lt. Gen. Omar N. 
Bradley, commanding the 12th U.S. 
Army Group, abruptly halted the 
advance of the XV Corps of Lt. Gen. 
George S. Patton’s Third Army. He 
thus prevented its movement north-
ward through Argentan toward a 
juncture with Canadian forces com-
ing south from Caen toward Falaise. 

As a consequence, the Allies 
failed to close the Argentan-Falaise 
pocket. The virtually surrounded 
German forces in Normandy, escap-
ing through the Argentan-Falaise 
gap, avoided complete encirclement 
and almost certain destruction.

Evans’ military biography details 
his combat actions and includes the 
Battle of the Bulge in late 1944.  

Evans’ experience is an excit-
ing, first-hand read of well-known 
European battles, as well as a 
glimpse into what the soldiers 
thought about and what their feel-
ings were, including their time in 
between combat.

“I was fortunate to have been able 
to spend all my military time as a 
member of the famed 2nd Armored 
Division (Hell on Wheels),” Evans 
said. “We were considered to be 
among the premier divisions in the 
European-Mediterranean Theater 
and because of our achievements 
we were selected to be the first 
American unit to occupy the fallen 
city of Berlin.”
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“LCCC was my best choice because I knew 

there was a military and veterans 

presence here.”

Anna Lupson, Navy veteran and LCCC 

psychology student who is using her 

veterans benefits to attend school. She 

plans to continue her education through 

LCCC’s University Partnership program. 
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Bob Feller Act of Valor Foundation  
launches exhibit

By Barry Goodrich

For Bob Feller, country came 
first.

One of the greatest pitchers 
in Major League Baseball history, 
Feller was due to sign a lucrative 
new contract with the Cleveland 
Indians just as Pearl Harbor was 
bombed in 1941. 

Feller almost immediately made 
the decision to become the first 
professional athlete to enlist in 
the United States armed forces and 
would go on to serve on missions in 
the Pacific and the North Atlantic 
while achieving the rank of Chief 
Petty Officer and earning six 
campaign ribbons and eight battle 
stars.

This month, the Bob Feller Act 
of Valor Foundation launches a 
traveling educational exhibit at the 
National Museum of the U.S. Navy 
during Major League Baseball’s All-
Star Weekend in Washington, D.C.

The exhibit, specifically focused 
on today’s youth, will educate the 
public on the qualities of the World 

War II generation, providing inspi-
ration through the importance of 
the service, citizenship, sacrifice 
and legacy demonstrated by those 
who served in World War II – in-
cluding 37 Baseball Hall of Famers 
and more than 500 players.

“We are honored to be launching 
our educational initiative,” said 
Peter Fertig, President of the Bob 
Feller Act of Valor Foundation. “It 

is through this strong connection 
between Major League Baseball 
and the U.S. Military that we 
honor their incredible service and 
sacrifice.”

“As an organization, we knew 
firsthand of Bob’s absolute pride 
in the fact that he was a member 
of the U.S. Navy,” said Cleveland 
Indians Senior VP of Public Affairs 
Bob DiBiasio, who has been with 
the Foundation since its incep-
tion. “One of our missions is to 
make sure the younger generation 
understands that the Greatest 
Generation was all about service to 
their country.”

The foundation established its 
Bob Feller Act of Valor Award in 
2013 to annually recognize eight 
recipients – one MLB Hall of 
Famer, one current MLB player, one 
U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officer, two 
Peer-to-Peer Mentoring Awards, a 
member of the U.S. Marine Corps 
with the Jerry Coleman Award 
and two military children who are 

winners of an essay contest written 
about one of the 37 Hall of Famers 
who served in World War II. Each 
honoree possesses the values, 
integrity and dedication to service 
demonstrated by Feller.

The winners of the Act of Valor 
Award will be announced in 
Washington D.C. this November. 
For the second straight year, the 
Indians have nominated Cy Young 
pitcher Corey Kluber. “Corey does a 
tremendous amount of work with 
the military,” said DiBiasio. “He 
and is wife make regular visits to 
the VA Hospital and he brings vets 
and their families to ball games 
every time we’re playing at home.”

Previous winner of the Act of 
Valor Award include MLB Hall 
of Famers Yogi Berra, Tommy 
Lasorda, George Brett, Rod Carew 
and Tom Seaver. Current MLB play-
ers who have been honored with 
the award are Justin Verlander, 
Nick Swisher, Jonathan Lucroy, 
Brad Ziegler and Darren O’Day.



18	 DD 214 Chronicle   July/August 2018 www.dd214chronicle.com✩

The Chinese soldier appeared 
so suddenly that John Stiles 
mistook him for another 

American.  Almost simultaneously, 
Stiles saw the flash of a burp gun.

   “I knew I got hit because I felt 
warm,” the Akron veteran said. “But I 
felt no pain.”
   Before drifting in and out of 
consciousness, Stiles watched his 

attacker fall, shot by another 
American. When awake, the 
teenager heard gunfire, shouts 
in English and Chinese and 
the blood-curdling screams of 
wounded men. 
   Stiles had enlisted in the Army 
right after high school graduation. 
Early in September, he flew to 
Korea as a replacement with the 
40th Infantry Division and found 
himself in a trench within a day of 
his arrival. 
   “It was a bad dream,” he said of 
the months that followed.              
   All vegetation had been 
destroyed in artillery barrages, 
making it easy for the Chinese 
to spot and fire on Americans 
lined up for chow. During the 
night, shadows loomed in 
artificial moonlight created by 
spotlights reflecting off clouds. At 
Christmas, the enemy tormented 
homesick Americans by 
incessantly blaring carols. Nobody 
had decent winter gear. Stiles 
sometimes saw Chinese soldiers 
who had frozen to death. 
    Stiles was fighting for a 
position in Mundung-ni, North 
Korea when his war ended on 
December 27, 1952. The 19-year 
old sustained bullet wounds to 
his stomach, liver, colon, pancreas 
and right lung. He eventually lost 
a kidney, needed a colostomy bag 
for 10 months, and spent most of 
a year in VA hospitals. Wounds 
to his spine and thigh gave him a 
slight limp.
  Doctors later told Stiles the low 
temperature the day he was shot 
bought him time.
   “I’ve got to be thankful for two 
things,” the veteran said. “One 
is the cold weather and the other 
is the number of people that it 

He served his country with honor, 
now he needs your help.

Community Service Alliance

Fulton House
3387 Fulton Road
Cleveland, OH 44109

216.351.0655

For more information or to 
donate online, you can visit 
comservealliance.org

Community Service Alliance serves northern 
Ohio veterans emerging from homelessness. 
These veterans need our support.
This holiday season, help a veteran by donating 
to Community Service Alliance. Your gift is 100% 
tax deductible. 

No veteran should be homeless.

veteran 
owned

Leaving Blood and Guts in Korea
By Jerri Donohue

took to get me off that hill, to the 
hospital, through the system and 
back home working again.”
   After the battle, a soldier from a 
Turkish unit discovered Stiles alive 
and bellowed for a medic. Stiles 
briefly regained consciousness 
in a field hospital, and later on 
a helicopter where he panicked 
because his litter was covered. He 
assumed medical staff thought he 
was dead. He slept again, and woke 
aboard a Danish hospital ship. 
   In Tokyo General Hospital, the 
doctor who operated on Stiles gave 
him a handful of bullets removed 
during surgery. Back in the States, 
Stiles spent many months in 
the hospital at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky. For much of this time, 
he was confined to the narrow 
frame of a Stryker bed. Twice, his 
mother made the 3-day bus trip 
from Akron to visit, accompanied 
by a young woman from their 
church. After his discharge in 
1953, a romance bloomed between 
the pair; they have been married 
for 64 years. Stiles ran a service 
station to support his family.     
   The veteran is not embittered 
by his military service despite the 
hardships it brought him.
   “I got hurt, but that was part of 
the game,” Stiles said.
“I could have got hurt in a car 
accident, too. I’m a happy soldier.”  
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One benefit which 
many Cuyahoga Coun-
ty veterans and their 

surviving spouses know lit-
tle about is the Homestead 
Exemption. The Homestead 
Exemption impacts eligible 
veterans’ property taxes. Ap-
plicants must be 100% dis-
abled by or be receiving 100% 
compensation for service-
connected injuries on January 
1 of the year for which the ex-
emption is sought. See the at-
tached instructions for filing 
a late application on page 2 of 
this form.

The Cuyahoga County De-
partment of Community 
Services’ main focus is to 
administer the Homestead 
Exemption Property Tax Re-
duction program and en-

We provide two basic services:

1. Temporary emergency financial aid 
and assistance to eligible veterans and 
family members who have demonstrated 
a need as set forth by the Commission.
2. Assist veterans, family members and 
survivors when applying to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
for benefits.

Our assistance includes but is not limited to:
• Financial Assistance:
• Rent and mortgage payments
• Utilities: Gas, Electric and Water
• Food and personal Hygiene items
• Certain Medical
• Transportation to and from VA Medical Centers in Cleveland (Louis Stokes 

Hospital), Parma and Akron CBOC’s, Ohio
• Grave markers and flags
• Free Notary for Veterans & Families

Service Assistance:
• Preparations of forms and paperwork
• Documentation of claims and pertinent data
• Proper submission of claims to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs thru a 

service organization
• Submission for awards decorations and medals
• Notary Public & DD 214 Certification

Our services are FREE of charge!

Contact us:
210 Northland Dr. ‐ Medina, Ohio 44256
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

www.medinacountyveterans.org

Our Pledge
When you come into the County Veterans Service Office you will be 
assisted by one of our knowledgeable associates. The people that work 
in the Medina County Veterans Service Office have a compassionate 
understanding of the problems which confront veterans, widows,
widowers, and their families.

Sincerely,
Veterans Service Staff

Thursday, August 16: 10:00AM – 7:30PM
Friday, August 17: 9:00AM – 1:00PM
 
Again, there will be representatives from 
Cuyahoga County at these workshops to assist 
with reappraisal and questions.
 
Rick DeChant (CDR USCG, ret)
Executive Director, Veterans Initiative
Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame – 2017 Inductee
Cuyahoga Community College
Metropolitan Campus  MSS 501-B
2900 Community College Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44115-3193
PH: 216-987-3193
richard.dechant@tri-c.edu
www.tri-c.edu/veterans/

hance participation through 
extensive public awareness.  
Its statutory obligation man-
dates the auditing of 100,000 
Homestead Exemption recipi-
ents and 3,500 new applica-
tions on an annual basis. A 
meticulous examination of 
comprehensive supportive 
documentation is required to 
determine eligibility result-
ing in a saving to individual 
homeowners.

In an effort to assist in un-
derstanding the Homestead 
Exemption (and the appli-
cation process), Cuyahoga 
Community College (Tri-
C), in partnership with the 
Cuyahoga County, will be 
hosting workshops at the fol-
lowing Tri-C locations on the 
following dates:

Jerry Sue Thornton Center
2500 East 22nd Street
Cleveland, OH 44115
Wednesday, August 1: 10:00AM - 7:30PM
Thursday, August 2: 10:00AM – 7:30PM
Friday, August 3: 9:00AM – 1:00PM
 
Tri-C East Campus President’s Plaza  
(located in the main student services 
building)
4250 Richmond Road
Highland Hills, OH 44122
Monday, August 6: 10:00AM – 7:30PM
Tuesday, August 7: 10:00AM – 7:30PM
Wednesday, August 8: 10:00AM – 7:30PM
Thursday, August 9: 10:00AM – 7:30PM
Friday, August 10: 9:00AM – 1:00PM
 
West Campus Theater
11000 West Pleasant Valley Road
Parma, OH 44131
Monday, August 13: 10:00AM – 7:30PM
Tuesday, August 14: 10:00AM – 7:30PM
Wednesday, August 15: 10:00AM – 7:30PM

Homestead Exemption Benefit
for Disabled Veterans & Surviving Spouses  

(Tri-C to host tax appraisal workshops)



GrowinG StronGer CommunitieS.

we’re putting down deep roots and giving 
back to the communities we serve.

we think it’s only natural to cultivate meaningful relationships 
in the communities where we live and work. And at Dominion, 
that means we do more than write checks. So while we’re 
very proud to invest more than $20 million in our communities 
annually, we’re even prouder of Dominion’s employees for 

volunteering over 130,000 hours of their time. From refurbishing 
homeless shelters to replenishing local food banks to cleaning 
up parks to helping soldiers and their families, we’re donating 
the most precious resource of all: our energy. Learn more by 
visiting dom.com/foundation.


