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Editorial Statement

DD214 Chronicle is committed to its readers:  Veterans 
of every generation and all who love them.  The printed 

newspaper is delivered across northern Ohio without 
charge to more than 500 locations: libraries, colleges 

and universities that welcome veteran students, VFW and 
American Legion posts, city halls, Veteran Administration 
offices and health care facilities, organizations in support 

of veterans, advertisers, political offices, and Veteran 
Service Commissions. DD214 Chronicle also maintains 
dd214chronicle.com and DD214 Chronicle/Facebook.

•
The Chronicle would not exist without its advertisers. 

Make the effort to patronize them.

Donald C. Stark, publisher
United States Marine Corps

H&MS-13 MAG-13 S-2
(216) 323-4699

STAND AT EASE  By Don Stark, Publisher   / Sales Manager

After all is said and done, work-
wise; my happiest moment 
is to read and help proof the 

journalism we are so fortunate to 
regularly have displayed in the DD214 
Chronicle. Fortunate for much more 
than the skills owned by our writers, 
it is the energies that they share with 
me,   in regard to their interviewing, 
and the choices of questions for those 
veterans and their families that have 
gone through so much. A trust relation 
is needed to assign and also accept 
many of our columns. I am so pleased 
to share that trust with our entire 
writing staff. This November/December issue is filled 

with thoughts and stories and laughs 
and tears, that most of our readers 
will understand and cherish.  As the 
holiday season blooms, keep warm 
thoughts and prayers abundant for 
our Military, for our first Responders 
that care for our ill and dying, for our 
Gold Star Families, and for the gov-
ernment of our Beloved United States 
of America                     

Reach out and touch somebody’s 
hand, preferably across the aisle!   
Looking forward to an improved year 
in 2022! 

Best in the New Year,  
Don Stark   

Headline

Prayer and Wondering
By Rev. Richard J. Watts, Chaplain, DD214 Chronicle

Many years ago, my wife said to me, “You do 
wonder, don’t you?” She said that because 
I often started a conversation 

with, “I wonder …”
Wondering. It is a combination of 

curiosity and hope. I wonder what 
God will look like. I wonder how the 
Cleveland Guardians will perform 
next season. I have long wondered 
about good and evil.

Is wondering a way of thinking? 
Maybe so. 

You wonder, don’t you? Some would 
call it daydreaming. If daydreaming 
didn’t have such a bad reputation, it 
would be an equally desirable activity. 

You daydream as I do. You add lots to my brief 
list. Maybe you wonder what the future holds for 
your children. Or the future of electric cars. Or 
when we will win the fight with cancer. 

Among the many gifts from God, is wondering 
that gift we rarely think about? And yet wondering 

has been a major force in the devel-
opment of mankind. 

Would we have pasteurized milk? 
Zippers? Computers? Ice cream? Men 
on the moon? This list could go on 
and on.

Instead, let’s be grateful we won-
der, and thank God for curiosity 
and the talents to use curiosity as a 
springboard to greater knowledge. 

Let us pray. “God, thank you for 
Your many gifts. Today we add “won-
dering” to that long list. Allow and 
encourage us to wonder and to learn 

from that. Allow us to wonder about good and evil, 
hatred and love, war and peace, kindness and indif-
ference. Let us wonder so that we may better see 
Your hopes for us. Thank You.”

Dick Clough, U.S. Army 
CloughCleveland  

IDEAENGINEERING

Richard DeChant USCG 
Northeast Ohio Foundation 

For Patriotism

Ms. Mary Reynolds Powell  
Army Nurse Corps 

Author of A World of Hurt: 
Between Innocence and 
Arrogance in Vietnam

William Royer U.S. Army 
Brewer-Garrett

Joseph Wilgus USMC 
Mortgage Manager
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Course instructors:
Doug Bradley, Veteran and author of We Gotta 
Get Out of This Place, the Soundtrack of the Vietnam 
War—Rolling Stone Magazine named it “Best music 
book of 2015” 

Mary Reynolds Powell, Veteran and author of 
A World of Hurt, Between Innocence and Arrogance in 
Vietnam

Tuesdays, Jan 11- Feb 15, 2:40-4:00 EST via Zoom
For information contact: The Institute for Learning in Retirement:   www.ilrbw.org   440-826-3188

Experience the Vietnam war through a tapestry 
of personal stories, meaningful music, and 
powerful writing. Combined, they bring to 
life the integrated nature of what happened 
beyond the usually simplistic, and often 
politically-motivated, versions of Vietnam that 
have taken over popular myth and memory.

Once Upon a Distant War:

Vietnam, Myth, 
and Music

REGISTER NOW FOR BALDWIN WALLACE UNIVERSITY ZOOM COURSE

216.941.5535 
WestParkSmiles.com 
17001 Albers Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44111

FAMILY :: PEDIATRIC :: COSMETIC :: RESTORATIVE :: DENTISTRY

We proudly serve the 
military community. 
We are a Tricare Dental 
Program Network 
Provider.
We appreciate our 
vets and your service!Dr. Brian D. Gallagher

Dr. Michael E. Gallagher

Sincere Personal Attention 
and Advice you can Trust from 
Experts who Grow their Own!
19201 Puritas Ave., Cleveland, OH 44135
www.puritasnursery.com

216-267-5350

Since 1925

“For Every Blooming Thing”

Veterans – Mention 
this ad and receive a
Veteran Discount!

We Honor Our Veterans!

Open Monday-Saturday 9 am-6 pm • Sunday 9 am-5 pm

We are following CDC 
guidelines with an open 
air atmosphere & plenty 
of space!
Call ahead, curb 
side service, pickup 
available.

❀❀ Fresh Christmas Trees

❀❀ Wreaths, Swags and 
Roping

❀❀ Poinsettias, Christmas 
Cactus & Cyclamen

❀❀ Mistletoe

❀❀ Feathermeal - 
“Our Cure for Deer!”

❀❀ Seasoned Firewood

❀❀ Gift Certificates!
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With the fall of Afghanistan 
in August, scenes of a des-
perate American evacua-

tion from Kabul airport after nearly 
20 years of combat and 2,400 U.S. 
deaths evoked memories of a similar 
withdrawal from Vietnam 46 years 
ago, ending another long conflict 
that cost 54,000 lives.

Among the many parallels of 
those wars is a sense of deja-vu 
that lingers in the invisible wounds 
caused by use of the defoliant 
Agent Orange in Vietnam, and the 
possible effects of burn pits used to 
incinerate waste during the fight-
ing in Iraq and Afghanistan.

During the war in Vietnam, from 
1961-1971, a host of toxic chemi-
cal herbicides were applied to more 
than 4.5 million acres of country-
side in that nation (plus Laos and 

Cambodia) to deprive the enemy of 
forest cover and food crops. Agent 
Orange, named for the color of 
labels on 50-gallon storage drums, 
represented the bulk of the 20 mil-
lion gallons of herbicide applied. 

In the process, an estimated 2.4 
million veterans (and reportedly 4 
million Vietnamese civilians) were 
potentially exposed to the poi-
sonous effects of dioxin in Agent 
Orange. 

After the war, veterans were 
stymied in submitting disability 
claims to the U.S. Veterans Affairs 
Department for diseases they be-
lieved were caused by Agent Orange 
exposure. The VA argued that there 
was insufficient scientific evidence 
to link the two. 

It took 20 years of court battles, 
plus intensive lobbying by veterans 

and service groups, before the 
Agent Orange Act of 1991 es-
tablished that certain diseases 
would be treated as the result of 
wartime service. Today, some 14 
health conditions among Vietnam 
veterans   including Hodgkin’s and 
Parkinson’s disease, leukemia, isch-
emic heart disease, prostate and 
respiratory cancers   qualify for VA 
disability compensation.

Veterans advocates say a similar 
battle is now being waged on be-
half of veterans exposed to burn 
pits during the war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

Open-air burn pits, typically 
using jet fuel as an accelerant, dis-
posed of medical and human waste, 
chemicals, munitions, petroleum, 
plastics, electronics and more. The 
resulting smoke carried a mixture 

of toxic dioxins (including the same 
contained in Agent Orange) and 
pollutants. 

Some estimates say that up-
wards of 3.5 million service 
members could have been exposed 
to burn pits. At its peak usage in 
Afghanistan, burn pits were dispos-
ing of 400 tons of waste each day.

Reports of respiratory problems 
allegedly caused by burn pits sur-
faced among active duty troops in 
2009, and later among veterans 
making VA disability claims for 
health conditions they blamed on 
burn pit exposure.

The Rhode Island law firm of 
Chisholm Chisholm & Kilpatrick 
Ltd. (CCK), which has represented 
more than 10,000 vets in legal ac-
tions, said 16 commonly reported 

Are burn pits the next Agent Orange in treating 
the invisible wounds of war? Help tell the story

By Brian Albrecht

U.S. Air Force photo

Unserviceable uniforms are tossed into a burn pit to keep them from being used by the enemy. Burn pits were extensively used in Iraq and Afghanistan but may have posed health hazards to 
service members exposed to toxic smoke.

Continued on next page
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U.S. Army photo

A helicopter disperses defoliant during the war in Vietnam, harming not only the environment 
but potentially service members and civilians. 

shopcgx.com

• Dooney & Bourke handbags
• North Face, Under Armour and Nike
• Military Logo Items, All Branches
• Electronics, Samsung, LG, Bose, Apple etc.
Brands at discount pricing  
for Veterans, with no taxation
We Are Hiring! Go To:  shopcgx.com/career options

Masks are Mandatory!
Also look for monthly promo’s at 
the beginning of each month.

CGX OTTO GRAHAM
13920 West Parkway Road

CGX CLEVELAND MOORINGS
1055 East 9th Street

CGX CLEVELAND FEDERAL BLDG
1240 East 9th Street

SERVICE CONNECTED, or POW, 
or MEDAL OF HONOR welcome

Continued from previous page
health conditions blamed on burn 
pit exposure include prostate, lung 
and respiratory cancers, hyperten-
sion, COPD, asthma and multiple 
myeloma.

President Joe Biden has speculat-
ed that his son Beau’s deployment 
to Joint Base Balad in Iraq, where 
a 10-acre burn pit torched 147 tons 
of waste daily, may have contrib-
uted to his fatal brain cancer.

But again, the VA has cited insuf-
ficient scientific evidence show-
ing a link between burn pits and 
disease. The VA reported that from 
2007-2020, 12,582 veterans had 
claimed conditions related to burn 
pit exposure, but only 2,828 of 
those claims were granted service 
connection for conditions specifi-
cally related to burn pits; a rejec-
tion rate of 78 percent of all burn 
pit claims.

However, the VA has embarked 
on a campaign of research and 
actions including creation of the 
Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits 
Center of Excellence in 2019, and 
the Airborne Hazards and Open Pit 
Registry in 2014.

The registry collects data from 
veterans regarding potential burn 
pit exposure, and so far 224,226 

veterans and service members have 
registered (4,879 from Ohio). Some 
91 percent report being exposed to 
burn pits, and 32 percent said they 
saw a health care provider during 
deployment from respiratory symp-
toms due to poor air quality.

Additionally there are several 
bills pending in Congress regarding 
efforts to establish varying degrees 
of a “presumptive” connection be-
tween certain diseases and burn pit 
exposure for Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans.

CCK noted that several members 
of Congress have expressed a desire 
to keep burn pits from becoming 
“the Agent Orange of this genera-
tion of soldiers.”  

As U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar 
(D-MN) once stated, “After the 
Vietnam War, it took the U.S. gov-
ernment years to recognize that 
there was a link between Agent 
Orange and its devastating health 
effects on our soldiers. 

“With an increasing number of 
service members returning home 
from Iraq and Afghanistan citing 
illnesses, we can’t make that same 
tragic mistake again by failing to 
identify the devastating health ef-
fects associated with burn pits.”

CCK reports that the outlook for 

Congressional action on burn pit 
bills looks promising. 

The effort has won the support 
of national commentator/humorist 
Jon Stewart, who once remarked, “I 
would challenge any congressper-
son who says, ‘Well, we’re going to 
wait for the science to be settled,’ 
to dig a hundred-yard pit in the 
middle of town where your con-
stituents live, and burn everything 
in that town with jet fuel.”

DD214 Chronicle is working 
on a more extensive look at this 
issue for its January/February 
publication. If you, or anyone you 
know, has been affected by Agent 
Orange or burn pit exposure, or 
you have a comment on the matter, 
please contact Brian Albrecht at 
brianalbrecht889@yahoo.com, and 
include your phone number.
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Once again, this December, 
Vietnam Veteran Dick Clough

and friends will bring Christmas
to 1,200+ inner-city kids and 

life-challenged adults including
veterans, and families.

The Tour partners with PAL
(Police Athletic League)

and DD214

VETS!
YOUR HELP IS 

NEEDED!

Celebrating 37 Years / 1984 - 2021

Please consider making a 
tax-deductible contribution to 

support a great cause.

Please make check payable to
PAL / TOUR OF GOOD CHEER

and remit c/o – Dick Clough
12505 Edgewater Drive, Suite 105

Lakewood, OH 44107

More Information
cloughcleveland@gmail.com

THANK YOU!

and DD214 Chronicle
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Terence Barrett didn’t set out 
to write a 350-page book 
about nine St. Edwards High 

School alumni who lost their lives in 
Vietnam. 

“I had been collecting information 
about three of them because I knew 
them personally,” Barrett said. “Two 
of them were friends from grade 
school and I thought so much about 
them over the years. But I knew 
that there were others.”

Barrett, a 1967 graduate of 
St. Edwards High School in the 
Cleveland suburb of Lakewood, is 
a licensed psychologist and teaches 
at North Dakota State University. 
He served seven years in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and retired from the 
North Dakota Air National Guard 
after 20 years of military service.

In June 2020, Barrett broadened 
the scope of his research to include 
all nine St. Ed students who died in 
Viet Nam.

“I enjoyed doing the research and 
the writing,” he said. “A lot of things 
got set aside and I was finished by 
April of this year.”

The title of the book Our Eagles 
in Vietnam: Sacrifice Plus Purity of 
Intention (Aftermath Research, 
2021) is a reference to the St. 
Edwards Eagles school mascot. The 
subtitle comes from a phrase that 
Barrett said just about every St. Ed’s 
student could recite.

“Brother Charles Van Winkle 
taught junior year religion class,” 
Barrett said. “He would either start 
or end the class with ‘Sacrifice plus 

purity of intention equals growth 
in happiness.’ As I was writing this, 
he kept coming to mind so I decided 
this would be the subtitle.”

The sacrifice of St. Ed’s young men 
began in 1963.

“Bruce Farrell was killed my 
freshman year at St. Eds,” Barrett 
said. “I’d only 
been at St. Ed’s 
two months when 
he died. Vietnam 
was not a big 
thing at the time. 
There was a me-
morial mass for 
him, but I was a 
freshman just try-
ing to find my way 
in high school.”

Farrell had 
graduated in 1953 
and had earned 
his medical degree 
from Saint Louis 
University School 
of Medicine in 
1961. He was al-
lowed to defer military service until 
after residency training. He became 
a Navy Flight Surgeon assigned 
with the Marines. He was killed on 
October 8, 1963, a month after ar-
riving in Vietnam.

“Bruce had already figured out 
that it was not good that we were 
in Vietnam,” Barrett said. “He 
never had any hesitation about 
being in the military but whatever 
he saw when he got to Vietnam, 
he was very discouraged about our 

presence there.”
The next fatality of a St. Ed’s stu-

dent happened just before Barrett 
went to college. Terry Lavelle 
graduated St. Eds in June 1965 and 
enlisted in the Marines in July. 
Using Marine Corps records, Barrett 
provides a highly detailed record of 

Lavelle’s service. 
Lavelle arrived 
in Vietnam in 
June 1967.

 “The battles 
they were in 
were brief,” 
Barrett said. 
“Someone would 
step on a mine, 
grenades would 
go off. The big-
gest impact was 
when a friend 
was killed. They 
were hoping 
that everyone 
would get 
through to the 
end, knowing 

that someone was probably going to 
die.”

Lavelle was killed by multiple 
fragmentation wounds on August 
25, 1967.

“It was just before I went to col-
lege that Lavelle died,” Barrett said. 
“The next seven were dead before I 
finished my sophomore year. It was 
just one after another.”

Denis Chmel, Class of 1964, 
had completed his first two years 
at John Carroll University when 

Marine recruiters on campus 
told him that the last two years 
would be paid for if he took a 
break and served a two-year hitch 
in the Marines. Chmel enlisted 
in September 1966. His parents 
were angry that he had chosen the 
branch of service most likely to 
send him to Viet Nam.

Chmel arrived in Viet Nam in 
April, 15, 1968. He died June 15, 
1968 after being hit by a mortar 
round.

“His father was really angry about 
his death,” Barrett said. “His par-
ents didn’t want the flag that was 
presented to them at the funeral. 
They didn’t want his medals. They 
felt like there was no reason for 
their son to be there.”

Robert Kemer was the youngest 
of four boys in his family. His older 
brothers had gone to St. Ed’s and 
followed in their footsteps. Kemer’s 
father was a fireman who died when 
Bobby was 9 years old.

“The death of his father affected 
the rest of his life,” Barrett said. “He 
wanted to go into the military as a 
volunteer, come home and join the 
fire department.”

Kemer graduated in 1965. 
Although he had allergies that 
exempted him from service, he en-
listed in the Army in 1966. By the 
end of that year, he was in Vietnam. 
Halfway through his one-year 
tour of duty, Kemer stepped on a 
booby-trapped mine and was killed 
instantly.

Nine St. Edward’s Eagles Who Made 
the Ultimate Sacrifice in Viet Nam

By Nancy Peacock

Continued on next page

Terrence Michael Lavelle Bruce Charles Farrell James Patrick Witt Robert Patrick Kemer
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Continued from previous page
Three of the St. Ed’s Eagles in 

Vietnam lost their fathers before 
they finished high school.  Elmer 
Sikorski was 11 years old when his 
father died.

“Elmer was the oldest of two 
boys,” Barrett said. “He’s like the 
man of the house now. If you’re 
the eldest child, whether son or 
daughter, you’re taking on a role 
that was the parents’ role.  ‘Do I go 
to the dance, or do I stay home and 
help mom with the housework?’ I 
felt that of all of them. If they were 
put in circumstances like that, they 
would have met the challenge.” 

Sikorski enlisted in the Marine 
Corps right after he graduated in 
June 1963. He became a combat 
engineer, assigned to a wing sup-
port squadron. He married his 
high school sweetheart in 1967 
and re-enlisted for a four-year 
tour. The couple’s son Kevin was 
born December 24, 1967. Three 

days before his son’s first birthday, 
Sikorski was one of five Marines 
killed in a 122mm rocket attack. 
He was one of 17,539 married men 
killed in Vietnam.

Terry Kilbane graduated from St. 
Ed’s in 1966 and started college at 
Cleveland State University. In May 
1968, at the peak of the Vietnam 
War, he received his draft notice. 
In late May, he married his high 
school sweetheart. By October, 
he was in Vietnam. On February 
6, 1969, Kilbane walked into a 
three-sided ambush. It isn’t known 
whether he received the letter from 
his family with a photo of his new 
daughter.

“He was really looking forward to 
being a dad,” Barrett said. “He was 
going to serve his time, come home 
and become a Cleveland fireman 
like his father. There’s something 
about St. Edward and being of 
service. It isn’t just that you get to 
live your life. You make a difference 

and be of service.” 
James Witt became a St. Ed’s stu-

dent his senior year. He spent his 
first three years at Akron Hoban 
High School, which was a rival of 
St. Ed’s. Then the family moved to 
Rocky River just before his senior 
year.

“He was one of those funny kids 
that could find humor in some-
thing to make everyone laugh,” 
Barrett said. “He was a prankster. 
He liked to go out and do pranks.”

He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
before the start of his second year 
at Miami University. 

“When he left for Viet Nam, he 
thought he would come home and 
get married,” Barrett said. “He had 
a girlfriend. He was going to serve 
his time and come home.”

Witt arrived in Viet Nam on 
January 7, 1969. On Valentine’s 
Day, he was hit by multiple frag-
mentation wounds from an enemy 
hand grenade. As he was evacuated, 

he assured his men that he would 
be back. Then his body went into 
shock.

Two days later, his 13-year-
old brother Bob looked out his 
bedroom window as two men in 
uniform approached the front door. 
After he woke up his dad, he saw 
his mother returning home from 
Mass.

“Mom, don’t come in the house,” 
he remembered thinking. “Your life 
is never going to be the same.”

 “Jim’s brother Bob did a lot to 
keep his brother’s memory alive,” 
Barrett said. “He tracked down 
a lot of Jim’s platoon mates and 
the Witt siblings were invited to 
the platoon reunions. His platoon 
mates all talked about Jim with 
such admiration. No matter how 
many years go by, these young men 
are remembered as good men, car-
ing men and good companions and 
friends.” 
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Proudly serving Cleveland, OH and western suburbs, including 
Bay Village, Brooklyn, Fairview Park, Lakewood, North Olmsted, 

Rocky River, and Westlake.

He served his country with honor, 
now he needs your help.

Community Service Alliance

Fulton House
3387 Fulton Road
Cleveland, OH 44109

216.351.0655

For more information or to 
donate online, you can visit 
comservealliance.org

Community Service Alliance serves northern 
Ohio veterans emerging from homelessness. 
These veterans need our support.
This holiday season, help a veteran by donating 
to Community Service Alliance. Your gift is 100% 
tax deductible. 

No veteran should be homeless.

We Love Our Veterans

Veteran Owned Business
Michael Connole, Owner

510-846-4092

Joseph P. Magas
FINANCIAL REPRESENTATIVE

216-337-4908

More information at Family & Community Services, Inc., https://fcsserves.org/ or 330-676-3069 

The Samuel A. Felton, Jr. Valor Home 
of Lorain County Transitional Housing 
Program for homeless male veterans and Veteran 

Service Center for all local veterans and families. Contact: 
440-387-4293. Facebook: Valor-Home-Lorain-County.

Veteran’s Haven of Warren and 
Youngstown Counties goal is to promote 
housing stability, to male and female veterans 
and their families.  Through transitional 

housing for male veterans, Transition-In-Place housing for 
veteran families and a Service center which is open to all 
veterans in the community. Contact: 330-409-9139.  
Facebook: Veteran’s Haven. 

Honor Home of Stark County Transitional 
housing facility for homeless single male veterans 
and women veterans with children. Support 
is provided via the Advisory Committee.  

Contact: 330-631-3075. Facebook: Honor Home.

The Harry Donovan Jr. Valor Home 
of Summit County Transitional housing 
program for homeless male veterans.  

Contact: 330-773-7000. Facebook: Harry Donovan Jr. Valor 
Home of Summit County.

Freedom House of Portage County. 
Transitional housing program for all single 
veterans. Contact: 330-673-0705.  

Facebook: Freedom House

Supportive Services for Veteran Families 
(SSVF), provides services to low-income 
veterans and families in order to assist in 
stabilizing housing. Available to those living in 

Lorain, Ashtabula, Stark, Medina, Summit, Portage, Geauga, 
Trumbull and Mahoning counties.  Veterans experiencing 
COVID-19 housing emergencies call 855-234-7310 or email 
ssvf@fcsohio.org
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Discover if your memory loss is normal aging. 
Schedule a free, confidential memory assessment in 

Beachwood today at 216-526-1843.
  

insightclinicaltrials.com

Almost 20 years after his 
son, Todd Beamer, died on 
September 11, 2001 fight-

ing hijackers of United Flight 93, 
David Beamer addressed the HALO 
Foundation’s annual gala in Akron.   

“The real reason I’m here is two 
words—Sharon Deitrick,” Beamer 
told the crowd at Guy’s Party 
Center on September 2. “She is a 
force for good! You can see the re-
sults of her leadership and the way 
she mentors these young people.”

 Founded in 2003, HALO (Hope 
Always Lives On)has enabled hun-
dreds of children and teens from 
Ohio, West Virginia and Maryland 
to visit the Flight 93 National 
Memorial in Pennsylvania.

“Our mission statement is to 
create student leaders based on the 
example of the heroes of Flight 93,” 
Deitrick said. “And to be able to do 
that, they need to know the story 
of Flight 93.”  

Beamer described his son and 
the other passengers and crew on 
the flight as “free people” who had 
plans for that day. 

“None of those plans included 
going to war,” Beamer said. “None 
of them included interacting with 
our enemies. But they did.”

 Because of a late departure, the 
unlikely heroes learned through 
cell phone conversations that 
planes had flown into the World 
Trade Center. They realized their 
hijackers, too, would inflict devas-
tating harm unless stopped. They 
made a plan, voted on it and then 
acted.

“They did the right thing,” 
Beamer said. “They fought back, 
the first counterattack in this war.”

Although all aboard perished 

when the plane crashed near 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, Beamer 
calls their efforts a success because 
the plane did not reach its target - 
since identified as the Capitol dur-
ing a joint session of Congress.

First anniversary   
Deitrick became acquainted with 
the Beamers and other relatives 
of the Flight 93 heroes soon after 
the terrorist attacks. She had been 
traveling to Somerset County, 
Pennsylvania, for a decade. Located 
half-way between her Akron archi-
tectural design firm and her clients 
in Washington, DC, a local inn pro-
vided a convenient meeting spot. 

She knew several area residents, 

including a woman who worked 
for the county commissioners. She 
told Deitrick that relatives of the 
Flight 93 heroes wanted a first an-
niversary memorial service on the 
site of the crash - which then was 
inaccessible. Deitrick wrote up a 
business plan detailing all aspects 
of the anniversary project, includ-
ing building a road and securing 
transportation and lodging for the 
families.  Impressed, the county 
commissioners promptly asked her 
to serve on their steering commit-
tee for the event. 

“I became the only fundraiser 
and I had never done fundraising 
in my life!” Deitrick said.

Most people declined to 

contribute because they already 
had donated to other Nine-Eleven 
charities. Deitrick, however, was 
learning a lot about the Flight 93 
passengers at planning meetings 
with their relatives. This strength-
ened her resolve to raise the needed 
$500,000. 

Fed Ex and other companies 
helped by selling a medallion 
designed by Deitrick and some 
friends. One side features the 
American eagle, 40 stars and the 
hills of Pennsylvania. The reverse 
side lists the passengers and crew.

Not only did Deitrick raise the 
necessary money, but she also se-
cured President George W. Bush’s 
presence for the anniversary 
service. A friend who worked in 
the White House helped Deitrick 
speak with the person who oversaw 
the president’s schedule. After her 
impassioned phone call, President 
Bush agreed to meet privately with 
the families at the crash site, his 
first visit to the scene.

The 2002 ceremony included 
music by the Johnstown Orchestra, 
speeches by family members and 
a missing man formation flyover 
to honor Flight 93 co-pilot LeRoy 
Homer, a U.S. Air Force Academy 
graduate and veteran of Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm.

A permanent memorial
President Bush later signed a bill 
designating the crash location 
as a national memorial site and 
part of the national parks system. 
Because donations—not govern-
ment money—financed it, the me-
morial task force tapped Deitrick 
for its fundraising campaign. 

Akron Woman Promotes Legacy 
of United Flight 93 Heroes

by Jerri Donohue

Photo by Jerri Donohue

Akron Mayor Daniel Horrigan proclaimed Thursday, September 2, 2021 as 
“Sharon Deitrick Day” in recognition of Deitrick’s past and present efforts to 
honor United Flight 93 passengers and crew and to promote their legacy.

Continued on page 13
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FEMALE VETERANS REPORT Partially Sponsored by 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY VETERANS 
SERVICE COMMISSION

and MEDINA COUNTY VETERANS 
SERVICE COMMISSION

Continued on next page

Clara Barton
Headquarters 2nd Division, 9th Army 

Corps 
Army of Potomac 

Clara Barton organized medical care 
for the U.S. Army during the Civil 

War and later founded the American 
Red Cross.

Dec. 12, 1862, 2 o’clock A.M.
My dear Cousin Vira,
Five minutes time with you and 

God knows what those five minutes 
might be worth to the maybe-
doomed thousands sleeping around 
me. 

It is the night before a battle. 
The enemy, Fredericksburg, and its 
mighty entrenchments lie before 
us, the river between. At tomor-
row’s dawn our troops will essay to 
cross, and the guns of the enemy 
will sweep those frail bridges at 
every breath.

The moon is shining through the 
soft haze with brightness almost 
prophetic. For the last hour I have 
stood alone in the awful stillness 
of its glimmering light gazing upon 
the strange sad scene around me ... 

The camp fires blaze with un-
wonted brightness—the acres of 
little shelter tents are dark and still 
as death. No wonder for as I gazed 
sorrowfully upon them, I thought I 
could almost hear the slow flap of 
the grim messenger’s wings, as one 
by one he sought and selected his 
victims for the morning sacrifice ...

Oh, northern mothers, wives and 
sisters, all unconscious of the hour, 
would to Heaven I could bear for 
you the concentrated woe which is 
so soon to follow ... God pity and 
strengthen you every one.

Already the roll of moving artil-
lery is sounding in my ears. The 
battle draws near and I must catch 
one hour’s sleep for tomorrow’s 
labor. Good night, dear cousin ... 

Yours in love, Clara

Louisa May Alcott
Louisa May Alcott, author of Little 
Women, served as an Army nurse 

during the Civil War. In March 1869, 
she published “Hospital Sketches,” 
taken from letters hastily written in 
the few leisure moments of a very 

busy life. 
When I hurried back to my patient, 
he seemed asleep; but something in 

the tired white face caused me to 
listen at his lips for a breath. None 
came. I touched his forehead; it was 
cold; and then I knew that, while 
he waited, a better nurse than I 
had given him a cooler draught, 
and healed him with a touch. I laid 
the sheet over the quiet sleeper, 
whom no noise could now disturb; 
and, half an hour later, the bed was 
empty. It seemed a poor requital 
for all he had sacrificed and suf-
fered- that hospital bed, lonely 
even in a crowd; for there was no 
familiar face for him to look his 
last upon; no friendly voice to say, 
“Good-bye,” no hand to lead him 
gently down into the Valley of the 
Shadow; and he vanished, like a 
drop in that red sea upon whose 
shores so many women stand 
lamenting.

Nicole Goodwin
Iraq War veteran diagnosed with 

post-traumatic stress disorder
When I first got back, I just wanted 
to jump into a job and forget about 
Iraq, but the culture shock from the 
military to the civilian world hit 
me. I was depressed for months. I 
couldn’t sleep. I couldn’t eat. The 
worst thing wasn’t the war, it was 
the coming back, because nobody 
understood why I was the way I 
was. 

2nd Lieutenant 
Lynda Van Devanter

Army Nurse Corps 
71st Evacuation Hospital, Pleiku 

67th Evacuation Hospital, Qui Nhon 
South Vietnam

Author: Home Before Morning

Lynda Van Devanter served in 
Vietnam from June 1969 to June 

1970. This letter was written to her 
family on December 29, 1969.

I’ve been working nights for a cou-
ple of weeks and have been spend-
ing a great deal of time in post-op. 
They’ve been unbelievably busy. I 
got wrapped up in several patients, 
one of whom I scrubbed on when 
we repaired an artery in his leg. It 
eventually clotted, and we did an-
other procedure on him to clear out 

Visions of War

★ FEMALE VETERANS REPORT ★

DD  214  CHRONICLE
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VISIONS continued from previous page

Having established the nonprofit 
HALO Foundation, she launched 
“93 Cents for Flight 93” to involve 
school children. By then she had 
discovered that most kids did not 
learn about Flight 93 in school. 
Even today, whenever Deitrick 
gives a talk on the subject, she asks 
her audience how many planes 
crashed on September 11, 2001.

“Less than ten percent have said 
‘four,’” Deitrick said.  

Friends and business associ-
ates put her in touch with schools 
around the country, where teachers 
then presented a lesson on Flight 
93 and individual children donated 
93 cents for the memorial. Word 
spread. Donations arrived from 
France and Germany. In honor of 
passenger Alan Bevan, a native New 
Zealander, a school in his home 
country participated. An adult 
sent a check for “40 times 93”. A 
93-year old woman sent one for $4 

the artery—all this to save his leg. 
Well, in my free time I had been 
working in post-op and took care of 
him. I came in for duty Christmas 
Eve and was handed an OR slip—
above-the-knee amputation. He 
had developed gas gangrene. The 
sad thing was that the artery was 
pumping away beautifully. Merry 
Christmas, kid, we have to cut your 
leg off to save your life. 

We also had 3 other GIs die 
that night. Kids, every one. The 
war disgusts me. I hate it! I’m 
sick of facing, every day, a new 
bunch of children ripped to pieces. 
They’re just kids—18, 19 years 
old! It stinks! Whole lives ahead of 
them—cut off. I’m sick to death of 
it. I’ve got to get out of here….

2nd Lieutenant 
Susan Kramer O’Neill 

Army Nurse Corps, OR Nurse 
85th Evacuation Hospital, Phu Bai 

27th Surgical Hospital, Chu Lai 
12th Evacuation Hospital, Cu Chi  

South Vietnam 1969-1970 
Author: Don’t Mean Nothing

Most novels, memoirs, and short 
stories published about Vietnam 
were written by men. Hospital 
personnel—and female veterans 

in particular—served in a war that 
was substantially different from 
the one fought by male soldiers. 

To begin with, the goal of “our” 
war, though considered supportive 
to “theirs,” actually contradicted 
it. Soldiers were trained—and 
expected—to kill the enemy. We 
were trained, and expected, to save 
anyone who came through the hos-
pital doors, which often included 
the enemy.

They lived with the guilt of kill-
ing; we, with the guilt of surviving. 
They lived surrounded by blood 
and death in which they had a 
direct stake; we faced a daily on-
slaught of maimed and dying men, 
women, and children dropped on 
us by helicopters from an alien 
world. 

The key to that survival was to 
bear in mind that it “Don’t Mean 
Nothing.” It was an all-purpose 
under-dog rallying cry—a sarcastic 
admixture of “cool,” comedy, irony, 
agony, bitterness, frustration, 
resignation, and despair. Work all 
day on a soldier who dies? Work all 
day on a soldier who gets sent back 
into battle? If you couldn’t control 
it, you could at least declare that 
it “don’t mean nothing.” This hip, 
feigned indifference was the humor 
of the impotent, a small bunker 
in the real war—the war against 
insanity. 

2nd Lieutenant  
Norma J Griffiths,

 Army Nurse Corps, ER Triage Nurse 
67th Evacuation Hospital, Qui Nhon 

South Vietnam 1969-1970
Let us think no more
of the “war to end all wars”

for only in complete destruction 
of all

would that be possible

So let us think 
of the Peace to end all wars
And perhaps
finally, working with the right tool
We can create the goal.

and change, reminding Deitrick of 
Christ’s parable of the widow’s mite.  

Meanwhile, the HALO 
Foundation continued forming stu-
dent leaders.

Except for the pandemic year of 
2020, the nonprofit has annually 
gathered and delivered clothing, 
toiletries and toys to overlooked 
communities devastated by natu-
ral disasters. This tradition began 
with Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
In local classrooms, Deitrick tells 
the story of Flight 93 and asks the 
children what sacrifice they, too, 
might make. Their generosity always 
amazes her. Student volunteers 
then sort, pack and load the dona-
tions onto trucks.

The nonprofit’s leadership pro-
gram provides 3-day retreats for 
students in 7th through 12th grade. 
(A day for fifth and sixth graders 
also includes the trip to Flight 93 
National Memorial.) Retreat at-
tendees have a Zoom meeting with 

relatives of the Flight 93 heroes, 
participate in team building and 
hear presentations by football 
coaches and top executives.

HALO offers matching grants to 
public and parochial schools to visit 
the Flight 93 Memorial, requiring 
them to teach the story of Flight 93 
in advance and to raise half of the 
cost of buses and meals. Usually 
relatives of Flight 93 crew or pas-
sengers meet students at the site to 
answer questions.

At the HALO gala, David Beamer 
saluted Deitrick for this work and 
for her positive impact on young 
people.

“Todd Beamer became Todd 
Beamer because lots of people influ-
enced his life, not just his Mom and 
Dad, but his teachers, his coaches, 
his ministers, his youth leaders,” 
Beamer said. “We all have roles to 
play and influence we can have on 
young people’s lives. Show up. Play 
it. Do it.”

Photo courtesy of Sharon Deitrick

Peggy and David Beamer at the HALO Foundation’s 18th annual gala.
David Beamer was in California on business when his son Todd died in the crash of United 
Flight 93. With all aircraft grounded immediately after the terrorist attacks, Beamer and a 
colleague drove cross-country to New Jersey to attend the memorial service.

Sharon Deitrick and 
some friends designed 

this medallion honoring the 
Flight 93 heroes The limited edition 

medallions are available for $35 each 
through the HALO Foundation, 134 Western Ave., 

Akron, OH 44313. Or call 330-376-9110

FLIGHT 93 continued from p 11
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We weren’t back from 
Germany to Fort Hood, 
Texas very long when sud-

denly, without warning, we saddled 
up again and were on troop trains 
to the Mojave Desert of Arizona 
and California. Before we’d left for 
Germany during our last overseas 
deployment the year previous, we’d 
heard scuttlebutt about it. We had 
second set of armor there on an 
unused section of an autobahn that 
had been maintained on a regular 
basis. We eventually learned our en-
tire Division would be airlifted there 
to participate in a NATO operation. 
This time, however, it took us by sur-
prise. And unlike our previous de-
ployment, our armor went with us. 

Desert Strike was supposedly 
a mock war between Nazona and 
Calonia and the fight for control 
of the Colorado River. That’s what 
I believed for years. The entire 

operation took the lives of 30 men, 
two whom were with the 1st Cavalry 
of our 2nd AD. Near Parker, AZ and 
the Colorado River, Pfc. Jerry C. 
Lodwick, Kalamazoo, Mich., and Pfc. 
Douglas C. Harper, Tallahassee, Fla. 
were in sleeping bags on the ground 
behind their tank. The unknowing 
driver backed up, crushing them 
both from the waist down. They 
didn’t survive for long. According 
to reports they were the ninth and 
tenth men to die since maneuvers 
began. Harper is pictured in the 
image of the tank and troopers. He 
was the trooper on the left in the 
2nd rank. 

Our 2nd Armored Division wasn’t 
the only unit operating in the 
Mojave. It was a colossal operation 
also involving the 18t AD (also 
from Ft. Hood), the 82nd and 101st 
Airborne Divisions, a California 
National Guard Armored Division 

and the U.S. Air Force. (Some years 
later, I was sitting in my Family 
Room recliner watching a show on 
UFOs when suddenly something in 
me ticked. The story was spinning 
headlines of western U.S. newspa-
pers about numerous UFO sightings. 
I jumped up to get closer to the TV 
to see the dates. Holy Moley—May, 
1964. (I proudly date myself) So, 
THAT’S why were sent there ... our 
presence would comfort the citizens 
of the region. And no, we never saw 
any UFOs. 

Recently our government is finally 
beginning to reveal stories of-UFOs 
they had previously dismissed as 
‘Weather Balloons’ and the like. As 
a nation we need to know just what 
the hell is going on. 

In speaking with an anonymous 
source, I was referred to a book by a 
friend of his father titled Roswell, the 
Day After. Older readers will know 

Roswell is in the New Mexico desert. 
It was the site of a UFO Crash. In 
1947.

According to Corso the Army had 
remnants of the spacecraft. The 
story, initially published by a local 
newspaper, was picked up by other 
media outlets worldwide that it 
was a spacecraft. The official story 
was immediately changed that 
it was a ‘weather balloon’ so the 
Communist governments of China 
and Russia would not learn of the 
technologies being discovered and 
reverse-engineered. 

Corso was visited by ‘men in black’ 
on more than one occasion and 
advised to keep his mouth shut. He 
claims that the citizens of Roswell 
who witnessed matters were advised 
to do the same. I found everything 
in the book believable.

Sullivan, internationally published, 
writes from Nortfield Village, Ohio

DESERT STRIKE aka Chasing UFOs
by John (J.C.) Sullivan

Land of the Free Because of the Brave — Honored to serve our Veterans!

Virginia Lindsay
REALTOR

Vlindsay@thelindsayteam.com
216-407-7759

2001 Crocker Rd,  
Suite 200

Westlake OH 44145
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Honor Home – Charlie provides an opportunity for homeless 
women veterans with or without children to work towards permanent 
housing. The program assists with case management, connections 
to Department of Veterans Affairs, Stark County Veterans Service 
Commission, and other local community partners. The women 
veterans and children are offered therapies such as art and life skills on-
site and virtually. During their stay, the whole family receives advocacy 
and encouragement from our support workers.

Call our Program Manager Sarah Shaheen, at sshaheen@fcsserves.org 
or 330-676-3070 for eligibility and entry process, located in Canton, 
Ohio 44705

Honor Home Charlie 
Transitional Housing for Women Veterans & Children

It’s your future. Get started now!

LO
RA

IN
 COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

V E T E R A N S  S E R V I C E S
Veterans -LCCC is here for you!
We are proud to offer services for all veterans, guardsmen,  
reservists and their families. When it’s time to transition  
out of your military career let LCCC’s Veterans Service Center  
help you prepare for your future.

LCCC’s Veterans Service Center is a  
one-stop shop where you can:
•	Learn	how	to	maximize	your	veteran’s	benefits
• Learn about other scholarships available
•	Talk	with	a	Veterans	Certifying	Official
• Meet with a Counselor
• Explore all that LCCC has to offer

Call the LCCC Veterans Service Center at  
4 4 0 - 3 6 6 - 7 3 7 8  or visit l o ra i n c c c . e d u / v e t e ra n s
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BW offers a great adult learning community  
and all the resources of one of “America’s  
Best Colleges.”
• Choose from programs for bachelor degree completion,  

accelerated BSN, Physician Assistant, MBA, or MAEd.

• Classes are offered both days and evenings. Some courses 
are available online.

• Your DD214 gives you up to 25 hours of college credit.  
Other military training and previous college credit may  
count toward degree requirements.

• Post 9/11 Veterans: BW is proud to be part of the Yellow  
Ribbon program. Your G.I. Bill benefits may make your BW  
education tuition free!

Contact an admission counselor today!
Go to bw.edu/military or call 440-826-8012.

Are you ready to continue your education?

VETERANS + STUDENTS

Baldwin Wallace does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, age, disability, national origin,  
gender or sexual orientation in the administration of any policies or programs.

TO INCREASE YOUR BUSINESS!
Call me to allow us to help!

Donald C. Stark, Publisher   / Sales Manager
(216) 323-4699   donaldstark408@ymail.com

DD214 Chronicle   Veteran Owned and Operated

LANDSCAPING & SNOW REMOVAL
Commerical and Residential

CALL PAUL STARK, OWNER
216-978-1293

Proudly serving Cleveland, OH and western suburbs, including Bay Village, Brooklyn, 
Fairview Park, Lakewood, North Olmsted, Rocky River, and Westlake.

Check out our Website: www.LegalWorksNEO.org

LegalWorks helps by resolving the small legal
issues that can hold people back from
employment and personal fulfillment.

LegalWorks is proud to assist 
Ohio’s Vets get back on their feet

Low-cost legal services for 
Cleveland area residents
LegalWorks is a unique but vital service to for 
those whose lives and livelihoods have been 
impacted by very correctable legal problems. 
LegalWorks helps by resolving the small legal 
issues that can hold people back from 
employment and personal fulfillment.
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Open for both dine-in and carryout. Carryout orders can be placed over the phone or with

Open 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. every day       216-241-5025
grumpyscafe.com   2621 W 14th St, Cleveland OH 44113

PIZZA WEEK
November 8-14
Eight-dollar pizzas

Sunny Side Up Flatbread: sautéed 
mushrooms and spinach, tomatoes and 
red onion topped with feta, sunny side up 
eggs and herb vinaigrette

Grumpy’s Flatbread: chorizo, pepperoni 
and scrambled eggs over tomato sauce 
and mozzarella

★W
e love 

our 

veterans

Breakfast 

served all 

day

C O M I N G  S O O N !

A Service of DD214 Chronicle
The Newspaper for Veterans and All Who Love Them

The “Go-to-Resource” for Veteran Activities

FREE LISTINGS
VETERAN EVENTS

(Group / Event / Date / Contact Info)
and

“LOW PRICED”
CLASSIFIED EVENT ADVERTISING

The DD214 
Calendar

B u s i n e s s  e v e n t s  •  f u n d r a i s e r s 
s h o w e r s  •  B i r t h d ays  •  &  M o r e !

G o l f  s i mu l a t o r s  a va i l a b l e  f o r  yo u r  e ve n t

Bunker hill Golf Course
& event Center

3060 Pearl  Rd. ,  M edina,  O hio 44256
330-722-4174 •  BunkerH il lG olf.com

B u s i n e s s  e v e n t s  •  f u n d r a i s e r s 
s h o w e r s  •  B i r t h d ays  •  &  M o r e !

G o l f  s i mu l a t o r s  a va i l a b l e  f o r  yo u r  e ve n t

Bunker hill Golf Course
& event Center

3060 Pearl  Rd. ,  M edina,  O hio 44256
330-722-4174 •  BunkerH il lG olf.com
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 Of the nine classmates, Daniel 
Keene’s tour of Viet Nam was the 
shortest. After graduating from St. 
Ed’s in 1962, Keene went to Kent 
State and pledged the National 
Society of Pershing Rifles, a mili-
tary-oriented fraternal organiza-
tion. He was married In April 1968 
and enlisted in the Army in October 
of that year. While home on leave 
in March, he confided to a friend, “I 
know I won’t be coming home.”

By April 4, he arrived in Viet 
Nam. On April 20, he celebrated 
his first wedding anniversary. On 
April 27, he was killed by multiple 

fragmentation wounds.
“He was killed in a place that only 

the Army soldiers knew about it 
because it wasn’t big in the news,” 
Barrett said.  “He was in the Hobo 
Woods. That was a huge Viet Cong 
area. All kinds of tunnels and they 
would just pop up and start an ad-
vance to wherever our soldiers were. 
It would have been his first engage-
ment that he was killed in.” 

Keene’s brother Patrick had 
just gotten off night shift as an 
Air Force military policeman in 
Thailand when a captain pulled up 
in a Jeep and told him his brother 
had been killed in action. Patrick 

suddenly became the sole surviving 
son of his widowed mother.

“Call your mother,” the captain 
said. “Tell her you’re coming home.”

Of all the Eagles he memorial-
ized, Barrett knew Tim Ptacek the 
longest. From kindergarten through 
8th grade, Ptacek was a classmate 
of Barrett at St. Rose.

“Summers we would be on the 
playgrounds together,” Barrett re-
called. “There were five or six of us 
that spent a lot of time together.” 

Tim left St. Ed’s after freshman 
year, finishing high school in Bay 
Village in 1968. To shorten his 
service commitment, Tim enlisted 
in the Army in October. After a 
short leave home for Christmas in 
1968, Ptacek was in Viet Nam by 
March. On May 21, 1969, six days 
after his 19th birthday, he was shot 
in the right eye and died. He had a 
girlfriend and was looking forward 
to coming home. 

Barrett fondly recalled his 
friends’ sense of humor.

“Tim Ptacek and Terry Kilbane 
could really make me laugh,” he 
said. “I believe Americans can find 
humor in just about anything. It is 
part of our character, the way we 
get through things.”

Ultimately, Our Eagles in Vietnam 
serves as Barrett’s way to honor his 

fellow Edsmen.
 “I’ve enjoyed doing this because 

the memories of these men mean 
something to me,” he said. “Putting 
their stories into a book was meant 
as a tribute to those nine. Also, the 
book is for the alumni, the families, 
and for the school because I think 
the school had an impact on who 
they were. It’s also a tribute to their 
fathers and mothers who sent them 
to St. Ed’s.” 

 For Barrett, the tragedy is not 
only that so many of his classmates 
died but also the life they were de-
prived of living.

“I think they would have all been 
responsible citizens and made a 
difference when they came home,” 
Barrett said. “I base that on the 
men who did come home and the 
lives they made when they came 
home.”

In spite of his efforts to honor his 
classmates, there is an unfulfilled 
wish that remains with Barrett 
after more than 50 years.

“I wish there had been no Viet 
Nam.”

To order a copy of Our Eagles 
in Vietnam: Sacrifice Plus 
Purity of Intention, go to 
www.amazon.com/Our-Eagles-
Vietnam-Sacrifice-Intention/dp/
B092C4H94P

GOD BLESS AMERICA

We are proud of our Veterans. Thank you for your service!

Turning 65? Retiring soon?  
Questions on your Medicare plans?   

Medicare Insurance Plans

440-221-8399 
jankopec77@gmail.com

Janice Kopec 
Insurance Agent 

Join us for free Virtual Veterans’ Cafés
Thursday, November 18, 2 p.m. • Thursday, December 16, 2 p.m.

Learn how volunteers are serving fellow veterans through our Peaceful & Proud program. 
Connect and share stories with other veterans via your cell phone, iPad or laptop. 

We’ll get you connected. 
 

To register: Email Nate Gradisher at ngradisher@hospicewr.org
or visit hospicewr.org/VetCafe for upcoming dates

Your Family. Our Purpose. Together.

 800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.org
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Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®) has a long history  
of supporting veterans. Thank you for your service. 

Whether you’re a discharged veteran, a member of the Guard or Reserve  
or on active duty, you and your family are welcomed home at Tri-C.

tri-c.edu/veterans
216-987-4529

21-0723

Honoring our  
service members
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NEOPAT Freedom Walks are designed to allow you 
to create a team of walkers that will walk in honor of 
your story.

Whether you are walking in memory of a hero, are 
a current veteran, have a veteran in your family you 
wish to acknowledge or you are a patriot wanting to 
give back to the men and women that sacrifice for our 
freedoms, the NEOPAT Freedom Walks will bring your 
community together.

NEOPAT Freedom Walks ar fun, promote a healthy ac-
tivity to involve many individuals and a variety of ages 
and can easily be connected to the NEOPAT mission.
• There is no registration fee.
• We ask that each walker raise a minimum of $50.
• Each team that registers and raises their minimum 

per walker before the walk, will each be given com-
memorative NEOPAT Freedom Walks T-shirts to 
wear while walking.

• Best of all, it’s easy for you to begin and 100% of 
every dollar raised goes directly to our mission!

FREEDOM WALKS
The NEOPAT Freedom Walks concept was created to help 
community members raise awareness and funds for NEOPAT 
so we may continue in our mission to Keep The Promise 
to honor and remember our veterans and support military 
families in Northeast Ohio.

neopat.org/events/freedom-walks

When you come into the Medina County 
Veterans Service Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledgeable associates. 
Everyone here has a compassionate 
understanding of the problems which 
confront veterans, widows, widowers, and 
their families.

We provide two basic services:
1. Temporary emergency financial assistance to eligible 

veterans and family members.
2. Help with applying to the Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) for benefits.

Our services are FREE of charge!

210 Northland Dr. • Medina, Ohio 44256
(330) 722-9368
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
www.medinacountyveterans.org

Examples of assistance we provide:
• Rent, mortgage payments, utilities
• Food and personal hygiene items
• Medical and dental expenses
• Transportation to and from VA Centers in Cleveland, 

Parma and Akron
• Free public transit on MCPT in Medina County
• County Veterans ID card
• Submission for awards records, decorations and medals

Medina County Veterans Service Office
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Happy 

Holidays  

to All!
From The Chronicle
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REMEMBERING THE FORGOTTEN

THANKS TO ALL DONORS! 
Mission Complete! Stand-by For The Dedication 
Ceremony Date At The Ohio Veterans Memorial Park!
A Special Thank You To The KWVA and VNVA For 
Their Kindness!

The Northeast Ohio Foundation for Patriotism   |   888-636-7281  |  www.neopat.org

Donate today to 
support our local 
military families and 
the Home for the 
Holidays campaign.

Learn more at neopat.org/donate
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This year’s “Management Top 250,” published by The Wall  

Street Journal, ranks the best run U.S. companies based on 

customer satisfaction, employee engagement and development, 

innovation, social responsibility and financial strength. Dominion 

Energy was ranked as the top electric and gas utility. And 

military publication G.I. Jobs ranks Dominion Energy top in our 

industry and 5th among all U.S. companies. It marks the 10th 

consecutive year Dominion Energy has been recognized as a 

military-friendly company. So to each and every one of our 16,000+ 

dedicated employees, THANK YOU for your commitment to 

excellence, your dedication to community and most of all for the 

energy you bring to this company each and every day. 

SADDIQ K. HOLLIDAY 

TECHNICAL SERGEANT— AIR NATIONAL GUARD

HUMAN RESOURCES— DOMINION ENERGY

Dominion Energy has been named 
America’s best managed electric  

and gas company.

 It helps when 1 in 5 
new hires is a veteran.

Careers.DominionEnergy.com


