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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

DreamWorks Pictures’ Thank You for Your Service follows a group of U.S. soldiers
returning from Iraq who struggle to integrate back into family and civilian life, while
living with the memory of a war that threatens to destroy them long after they’ve left the
battlefield.

Starring an ensemble cast led by Miles Teller, Haley Bennett, Joe Cole, Amy Schumer,
Beulah Koale, Scott Haze, Keisha Castle-Hughes, Brad Beyer, Omar J. Dorsey and
= y ; Jayson Warner Smith, the drama is based on the bestselling book by Pulitzer Prize-

TLI A NI : \“‘; I EOR winning reporter and author David Finkel.
['l 1 *_"'\" NK 1 @- U EE [\ Jason Hall, who wrote the screenplay of American Sniper, makes his directorial
\'t"' {L.:] l.__.-l I{ S E H_\.-"'r I L, I: debut with Thank You for Your Service and also serves as its screenwriter. Jon Kilik (The
Hunger Games series, Babel) produces the film, while Ann Ruark (Biutiful) and Jane
Evans (Sin City) executive produces. www.ThankYouForYourServiceMovie.com
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VETERANS
UPWARD BOUND
AT TRI-C

The Veterans Upward Bound
program, funded by the U.S.
Department of Education, is
designed to motivate and assist
veterans in the development of
academic and other requisite
skills necessary for acceptance
and success in a program of post-
secondary education.

LN N ]

The program provides
assessment and enhancement of
basic skills through counseling,
mentoring, tutoring and academic
instruction in the core subject
areas. The primary goal of the
program is to increase the rate
at which participants enroll in
and complete postsecondary
education programs

Lillie & Holderman

Richard G. Lillie, Ph.D.

Lawyer
Specializing in the following:
e Grand Jury Defense and
Investigations
e Criminal Defense

e  White Collar Criminal Defense
Commercial Litigation

216-861-1313
Email: rlillie@lillicholderman.com
75 Public Square, Suite 213

Cleveland, Ohio 44113-2011
www.lillicholderman.com

We Specialize in Wedding,
Anniversary, Birthday
and Party Cakes
216-221-4338

15204 Madison Ave., Lakewood OH 44107
elmwoodhomebakery@gmail.com
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Days of Our Lives in
Newspaper Headlines

* Radio host quits after he's told to be nicer
to Trump
Or, if you can’t say someone nice, don’t
say anything at all.

* Woman who hid loaded handgun in her
vagina gets probation
I wonder what law she broke.

* Church of England admits it helped hide
sexual abuse by bishop
RHIP

* Family sues nursing home after gator kills
grandma
Pet policy to be changed.

* Defense Secretary Mattis: Weapons we
gave to Kurds are just loaners
But they all put down security deposits.

*Mom who left kids to die in hot car wanted
to ‘teach them a lesson’
Lesson learned

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ...
WELL, DD214 CHRONICLE!

Not to blow out our own candles, but with this edi-
tion, we begin our eighth year of service to veterans in
northern Ohio.

We have lots of men and women and businesses and
institutions to thank for this birthday, and Terry Uhl is
always first on the list. Terry and | have been friends for
a couple decades.

We were sharing a lunch table, lamenting the loss
of the Cleveland Press and the evisceration of the Plain
Dealer. We had troops going back and forth to the
Middle East, veterans of Vietnam, major changes in the
Veterans Administration, but no medium to support them.

From the ideas and concerns at that table, DD214
Chronicle was born. Terry said he would remain for one
year with The Chronicle. At the same time, he was work-
ing with a slew of public and private entities. He lost lots
of sleep that year.

So Happy Birthday to The Chronicle, and thank you,
Terry. Without you, we wouldn't be here.
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Editorial Statement

DD214 Chronicle is committed o its readers:
Veterans of every generation and all who love
them. The printed newspaper is delivered
across northern Ohio without charge: More
than 60 libraries, colleges and universities
that welcome veteran students, VFW and
American Legion posts, city halls, Veteran
Administration offices and health care
facilities, organizations in support of veterans,
advertisers, polifical offices, and Veteran
Service Commissions. DD214 Chronicle also
maintains dd214chronicle.com and DD214
Chronicle/Facebook.

The Chronicle would not exist without its
adverfisers. Make the effort to patronize them.
John H. Tidyman, editor
198" Light Infantry Brigade
Americal Division
(216) 789-3502
forgedironstidyman@gmail




Cuyahoga Land Bank has a home ownership
program crafted just for Veterans

he Cuyahoga Land Bank

offers a special program

crafted just for Veterans
- HomeFront Cuyahoga County.
This program offers assistance
to eligible veterans interested in
purchasing a renovated move-in
ready home from the Cuyahoga
Land Bank.

Veterans interested in pur-
chasing a home are eligible for
a discount of up to 15% of the
purchase price. All homes meet the
Cuyahoga Land Bank’s Housing
Quality Standards and all applica-
ble point-of-sale requirements and
the Cuyahoga Land Bank is paying
closing costs.

“This is a fantastic program that
makes it so much more possible to
own a home without getting into
ahugeloan,” said U.S. Army SPC
Holden Gibbons, who recently reno-
vated a home in Euclid through the
Program. “The single biggest factor
that I can point to as to why dealing
with the Land Bank was such an

enjoyable experience was the peo-

ple. You feel like youre dealing with

family at every stage of the process.”

Veterans who may not yet be bank-
able but have had steady employment
for at least one year, may qualify as
lease-to-own buyers. The Cuyahoga
Land Bank will work with these
veterans to promote home ownership
through lease-to-own options.

“This program is an opportunity
for us to give back to the men and
women that have risked their lives
for our country,” said Cuyahoga
Land Bank President Gus Frangos.
“We are able to provide a chance
for veterans to own a home on
very flexible terms as well as to
establish immediate equity.”

In order to renovate a home
through the HomeFront Veterans
Program, the veteran must:

« intend to live in the property as
their primary residence for at
least three years;

« provide satisfactory documenta-
tion to the Cuyahoga Land Bank

that shows they have the ability
to obtain financing for a home;

+ agree to follow all the rules and
policies as promulgated by the
Cuyahoga Land Bank;

+ sign a Cuyahoga Land Bank pur-
chase/renovation/lease-to-own
contract where applicable;

+ have a minimum credit score
as determined by the Cuyahoga
Land Bank;

+ have been employed for at least
two years;

+ Other terms and/or conditions
may apply.

All renovated properties or
properties under renovation in the
Cuyahoga Land Bank’s inventory
are available to veterans via the
Homefront — Cuyahoga County,

a Veterans’ homeownership

program.

More information on Homefront
- Cuyahoga County is available on
the Cuyahoga Land Bank website at:
www.cuyahogalandbank.org/home-
front or please call 216-698-8853.

(216) 521-5775

Fax (216) 521-5880
currycopylkwd@aol.com
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DIGITAL COLOR & B/W COPIES
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14528 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Dennis Little

President

PLEASE SUPPORT
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They Support You

THE CUYAHOGA LAND BANK

CUYAHOG

LAND
BANK"

OFFERS AFFORDABLE
HomEe OPTIONS TO

VETERANS

M% 15 off the purchase price!
Closing costs covered!

™ Lease-to-own options

Contact us to learn more:

(216) 698-8853
www.cuyahogalandbank.org
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Joe Walsh's VetsAid concert fo benefit veterans’ causes

By Barry Goodrich

ike many members of Gold serve as a way to bring attention
Star families, Joe Walsh

to the ongoing needs of the 50,000

before moving finding fame with
The James Gang and fortune with

ZAC GARY KEITH JOE never knew his father, a the Eagles, has formed VetsAid, plus wounded soldiers who have
BROWN CLARK URBAN WALSH flight instructor for the first his own non-profit foundation returned from wars in the Middle
BAND JR.

East. Those soldiers have a 50 per-
cent higher suicide rate than other
civilians.

“Thad to do something and see-
ing as though rock and roll seems
to be what I do best, it’s also the
least I can do for those who have
served and continue to serve our
country,” he said. “We’re all in
this together as Americans and it
seems to me lately that people are
forgetting that. I asked my buddies
Zac, Gary and Keith to step up and
I'm so grateful that they did. Let’s
put on a show, raise some money
and celebrate our vets...and let’s do
it every year.”

Walsh will also be reuniting with
the Eagles as they perform at the
Classic Northwest Concert Sept.
30 at Safeco Field in Seattle. He
continues to tour throughout the
country as a solo performer.

For more information on VetsAid
and the benefit concert, visit www.
vetsaid.org.

U.S. operational jet powered
aircraft — the Lockheed F-80
Shooting Star. Robert Fidler
died on active duty while being
stationed in Okinawa when his
son was just 20 months old.

“War is hell for everyone in-
volved,” said Walsh in a statement
on his website. “I lost my father
when [ was a baby, before I could
even make a memory of him.”

That loss has always been in
the back of Walsh’s mind as he
has been involved with veterans-
related causes for years, support-
ing various charities and making
regular visits to the wounded
veterans at the Walter Reed
National Medical Center. He has
also been s supporter and cam-
paigned for Illinois senator Tammy
Duckworth, an Iraq War veteran
and double amputee.

Walsh, who honed his guitar
skills by playing in bars on the
campus of Kent State University

based in Washington D.C. And
he has enlisted Zac Brown Band,
Keith Urban and Gary Clark Jr.
for a VetsAid benefit concert
Sept. 20 at the Eagle Bank Arena
in Fairfax, Va.

The urgent needs of America’s
returning soldiers are the platform
of VetsAid and what Walsh hopes
will become an annual concert.
VetsAid plans to support several
established and tested veterans-
based charities with a proven track
record in physical, mental and
emotional care for veterans and
their families.

“I stopped counting the number
of friends I lost in the Vietnam
War or that came home forever
scarred, mentally or physically
or both,” said the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame member. “And in
Afghanistan, the longest war in
American history continues to
drag on with no end in sight.”

Walsh hopes his high profile will

; ba""”‘s" & FRIENDS Ps
=

VETSALD

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20™, 2017
EAGLEBANK ARENA | FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

'The Remarkable Journey of Martha Garreau, Part Two

By John H. Tidyman, editor

fter eight years, she was honor-
Aably discharged. She left be-

cause her next assignment was
Korea and it was for a year. Troops are
allowed to turn down one assignment,
but it comes with a price: No re-enlist-
ing. “I wasn’t going to be without my
family, so it was eight years and out.”

Her next big assignment was mar-
riage. She married a fellow soldier
and had two children.

She should have known, with her own
military experience, marriage would be
along distance. They were in same unit
but her husband was often in the field.
His next duty station was Egypt.

With her husband gone and her
working, she felt like a single Mom.

Then came the attack on the World
Trade Center and all hell broke loose.
She had no idea what was happening
in the Middle East. Official sources
told her that husband was safe, but
she didn’t hear from him for a few
days. His unit returned from Egypt
on Thanksgiving.

There was much to be thank-
ful for, but much to cause severe
anxiety. At Christmas, he was en

i& DD 214 Chronicle September/October 2017

route to Afghanistan. She suffered a
breakdown and her husband was sent
home to be at her side.

“Okay, my husband was coming
and everything was going to be bet-
ter.” It wasn’t. They didn't talk for
three weeks, didn’t talk about what
he was going through and didn’t talk
about what she was going through.
He stayed by himself and she felt
ashamed. “Iwas not the supportive
spouse.” It tore them apart.

The marriage fell apart, but not the
deep friendship. “I can’t remember
anytime we questioned each other or
argued about the kids.”

She returned to the reservation. A
year later, he took the children while
she sought work. She was working
long hours and weekends. She got a
trailer, but it needed much work. She
is many things, including a very hard
worker. The children came home for
holidays, but again, she felt like a
working mom with four children.

When her situation worsened,
the children went with their father,
stationed in Okinawa. She was able
to find better work, and was able to

help her husband. She lived simply
and often sent money to the father of
their children.

As her oldest made ready to gradu-
ate from high school, her thoughts
went to her own education. If she
didn’t use the GI Bill, its benefits
would run out.

She went to college and did well.

It was difficult, but she did well.

Her tenacity and hope propelled

her. With a 4.0 GPA, she joined the
Bismarck Tribune, where she put
together the Sunday edition, layouts,
tabloids, ads, photo sizing and more.
When she graduated, she joined the
Bismarck Heritage Center.

While her life seemed more or-
ganized, her husband and she were
able to share their children, includ-
ing her fast-growing children. The
parents didn’t need a court decree for
support; when they were with their
father, she sent money and when
they were with her, he sent money.
“That’s what you do. No legal papers,
no judges.”

When her husband was discharged,
he worked as an electrical engineer,

including work in Afghanistan. When
he settled in Ohio, she prayed that he
would ask her to move there. He called.
“I need your help more than money.

I need you here with me and the chil-
dren.” It was a prayer answered.

She arrived in 2012. Her husband
gave his house to her and moved in
with his girlfriend. She had graphic
arts experience along with an excel-
lent work history. She couldn’t work
in Lorain County, and had no interest
in working in Cleveland. Too long a
drive and too much time away from
her family.

It was her father-in-law who found
an ad for an administrative assistant
in Lorain. It was the Lorain County
Veterans Service Commission. She
applied, was interviewed, and hired.
She found the job she prayed for:
Plenty of responsibility, being with
her children, working with veterans
and the Commission staff, close to
home and her children, and 9 to 5, off
weekends and holidays.

“I'm not church-going, but I have
beliefs and my faith. God answered
my prayers.”

www.dd214chronicle.com




'The Reluctant Lieutenant

By Jerri Donohue

s Lt. Dan Weist and others
arrived in Vietnam, they
reached for their carry-on

bags, en route to a war zone that
would forever mark them.
“It was absolute mayhem,” Weist

said. “Our gear was never off-loaded.

I had no copy of my orders.”

Little wonder. Weist landed in
Vietnam on the first day of the
Tet Offensive, in January, 1968.
The enemy was shelling the Saigon
airport. The commercial airliner
diverted to Cam Rahn Bay, only to
find it under attack also. So was the
airport in Da Nang.

Low on fuel, the plane returned to
Saigon, where a fuel truck waited -
and 150 American soldiers rotating
back to the States.

While the new troops headed to
the front door, homebound troops
surged into the rear door and

pushed the new troops out the front.

The homebound troops had finished
their tours and were frantic to begin
their journey back to, “The World.”
Jumping off the plane, Weist
ended up in a bunker with 30 other

men, four weap- » ,.«';;-'

v
ons and orders - a4
to help defend

the airport.
Weist was a
reluctant of-
ficer. The Army
selected him
for Officers
Candidate
School after

Dan Weist

as a forward
observer.

On his fourth
day in Vietnam,
Weist was
traveling in the
command track
when the North
Vietnamese
struck the for-
mation’s right

basic training,
but the draftee didn’t want to serve
the required extra year. He relented
after three weeks in a miserable job,
and was commissioned in May, 1967.
Weist anticipated his duties on
the battalion staff would be near
Cam Rahn Bay as a personnel officer.
It was the Honest John missile
battalion, where the new lieuten-
ant was to be assigned to handle
requests for leave, minor discipline
issues, and other routine tasks.
But the enemy had destroyed tele-
phone communications and Weist
could not confirm his assignment.
The Army promptly delivered him
by helicopter to an artillery outfit

flank. He briefly
fired toward the enemy’s location
until his commander stopped him -
American infantrymen occupied the
area between the enemy and their
vehicle.

Instead, Weist helped medics re-
trieve men lying in the field.

Back atop the command track, a
rocket-propelled grenade struck its
side, killing four other men. Tossed
several feet, the lieutenant was
knocked unconscious, temporar-
ily deafened and soon evacuated
to Saigon for surgery to remove
shrapnel. Weist recovered in Camp
Zama, Japan, and then returned to
Vietnam as a fire direction officer.

With just a platoon of infantry-
men to guard their perimeter,
Weist’s unit somehow repelled wave
after wave of enemy soldiers during
an all-night attack. Weist received a
Bronze Star and came to the atten-
tion of a Special Forces lieutenant
colonel who insisted Weist help
build an effective artillery firebase
at Parrot’s Beak near the Ho Chi
Minh Trail.

Special Forces troops made incur-
sions into Cambodia from this spot,
and the enemy mortared it every
night.

By the time his tour ended, Weist
had seen enough blood, counted
enough dead bodies, and stayed
awake when moonless nights pro-
vided cover for the enemy.

He was eager to board “The
Freedom Bird” when the Army of-
fered another option. If Weist would
sign on for another year in Vietnam,
captain bars would be pinned on his
shoulders.

He refused.

“Hell, I was lucky to make it
through this one,” Weist said.

It’s Your Future.

Get Started Now!

o Meet with a Counselor

Veterans Service Center

at Lorain County Community College

The Student Veterans and Military Members Center at LCCC assists all veterans,
guardsmen, reservists and their dependents transitioning to a successful educational
career. You've done your duty, now let us help you prepare for your future.

LCCC’s Veterans Service Center is a one-stop shop where you can:
o Learn how to maximize your veteran’s benefits
o Learn about other scholarships available

o Talk with a Veterans Certifying Official

« Explore all that LCCC has to offer

Call LCCC's Veterans Service Center at 440-366-7685
or visit www.lorainccc.edu/veterans

or email our office at veterans@lorainccc.edu.

“LCCC was my best choice because | knew
there was a military and veterans
presence here.”

Anna Lupson, Navy veteran and LCCC
psychology student who is using her
veterans benefits to attend school. She
plans to continue her education through
LCCC’s University Partnership program.

oW Lorain County

htll Community College

www.dd214chronicle.com
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continued from page 3

Director’s Note

ith the Army as his an-
swer to a slew of college
rejection letters, my older

brother shipped off to the Middle
Eastin 1991. Our family huddled
around the TV watching dust-cloud-
ed news feeds of U.S. forces as they
drove Saddam out of Kuwait. After
a speedy victory, my brother came
home with his arms and legs and

sense of humor intact. He told us
war was boring and hotter than hell,
but another story seemed to vibrate
behind his pale eyes. Ground combat
lasted a mere 100 hours, but it had
altered him. Like my uncle who
fought in Vietnam, and my grandfa-
ther who flew in WWII, my brother
would never talk about it. It became
the unspoken space between us.

In 2013, I was introduced to
“Thank You for Your Service” by

Miles Teller and Beulah Koale

Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist David Finkel.
The book seemed to ex-
plore all that my brother
had left unsaid. It fol-
lows the Army’s 2"
Battalion, 16™ Infantry
Regiment, home from
Iraq, back to Topeka,
Kansas—into what the
author calls the “after-
war.” Exploring the
trauma haunting our
soldiers, the veteran
suicide crisis and the
bureaucratic night-
mare otherwise known as the VA,
the book was a sprawling, winding
masterpiece. Still, it needed a nar-
rative structure, a heartbeat and a
hero if it were ever to become a film.
We found our hero in Adam
Schumann. Like my brother, he
came home changed. The war still
echoed through his existence,
fracturing his identity and uproot-
ing his future. But in his struggle I
found a tale of survival and hope.

That was the story I hoped to tell
anyway. At that time, [ had just
finished writing American Sniper

and had watched Chris Kyle emerge
from his own battles with PTSD only
to be tragically murdered. Adam’s
story struck me as a way to continue
the conversation, to transition from
Achilles to Odysseus, and see a war-
rior home.

The men of the 2-16 didn’t come
back to book deals or popular ac-
claim—they were normal grunts
hoping to return to normal lives.
But for many of them that dream
was gone. Finkel earned their trust
by following them into battle; I
endeavored to do the same. They
carried me across their war, reliving
every lacerating memory that still
echoed inside them. In doing so they
empowered me to paint a personal
picture of their sacrifice, in hopes
that it may lead to a deeper under-
standing of the unthinkable sacrifice
that all our veterans have made in
the service of this country.

— Jason Hall

LORAIN'COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TRANSPORTATION VA CLAIMS ASSISTANCE

Temporary financial assistance may be Transportation is provided to and from the VA Our Veterans Service Officer's hold
available to Veterans or their widow whoshowa  Medical Facilities in Wade Park & Parma and the accreditation through the Ohio Department of
need and meet eligibility requirements. VA Clinic in Lorain. Availability is on a first-come,  Veterans Services and the National Association
Assistance is based on household income first-serve basis. of Veterans Service Officers. They are the duty
and may be given for rent or mortgage, property A morning shuttle is available to Wade Park &  experts on the claims process and serve as your
tax, utilities, car payment, car/home/life/medical Parma. The wheelchair accessible van and home liaison to the Department of Veteran's Affairs,
insurances, and food or personal items. pick-ups are provided for appointments at the VA V50’ also assist Veteran's in obtaining their
The commission considers household Clinic in Lorain ONLY. CALL 440.284.4624 DD 214 (discharge papers), applying for reissue
income, living expenses, available assets, of medals and a high school diploma for wartime
medical expenses, and the special needs of each Veterans.
applicant when determinin Eliglbllltz THUFIEDEMI E%E_LE E,A ﬁ:g i The Veeteran must provide their DD 214, proof
The Veteran must have been discharged + REQUIREMENTS » of residency and other vital documents such as
under honorable conditions and must have HONORABLE DISCHARGE or marriage and birth certificates, divorce decree,
served on active duty for purposes other than UNDER HONORABLE CONDITIONS custody papers, verification of household income
training. Applicant must be a resident of Lorain RESIDENT OF LORAIN COUNTY as required for financial assistance and VA claims
DD214 - VALID STATE PHOTO ID

County for 90 days prior to application. assistance,
440.284.4625

www.LorainCountyVeterans.com

DD 214 Chronicle September/October 2017

www.dd214chronicle.com




World’s Smallest Drug-sniffing Police Dog Retires

By Jerri Donohue

hen Geauga County depu-
ties suspected drugs inside
a car during a routine traf-

fic stop, they summoned Sheriff Dan
McClelland. He soon arrived with
Midge, his drug-sniffing Chihuahua-
rat terrier.

The car’s occupants recognized
the dog.

“They asked, 'Oh, my gosh, is that
Midge? Can we take her picture?””
McClelland recalled.

“But we said, ‘Why don’t you wait a
minute? We might be taking yours.”

During her long career, Midge
appeared on “Animal Planet,” “The
Today Show,” MSNBC, CNN and
local television stations. TV pro-
grams in Japan, England, Germany,
Switzerland, Israel and Canada fea-
tured her.

Readers of People, National
Geographic Kids Magazine, InTouch
and even Playboy learned about her,
and she also earned a place in the
Guinness Book of World Records.

Midge was a novelty, a pint-
sized police dog certified to detect
marijuana, hashish, cocaine, crack,

heroin, meth-
amphetamines,
Percocet and
Fentanyl.
McClelland met
Midge when she
was 10 weeks old.
At that time, he
was looking for a
small dog to train
for narcotic work.
Meanwhile, a dis-
patcher’s parents
were seeking a

Y. b

Midge and Sheriff Dan McClelland

The tiny puppy
was so toy-like,
McClelland
and his wife,
Beverly, named
her “Midge” after
their (now grown)
daughter’s favorite
childhood doll.

When
McClelland donned
his uniform each
day, he dressed
Midge in a tee shirt

home for the runt

of their pets’ recent litter. The sheriff
considered a “small” police dog to
weigh from 25 to 40 pounds, but he
agreed to see the 2-pound puppy in
his office.

Midge explored the room, sniff-
ing everything from McClelland’s
chairs to his boots to his pen.
Impressed by her curious nose,
McClelland took the dog home for a
sleepover. Midge found her forever
home when she promptly bonded
with Buffy, the family’s 19-year old
Benji-type mongrel.

embroidered with
her badge number.

Like other police dogs, Midge
worked for praise and play, not
treats. She began narcotic training at
age three and a half months.

“Midgie, go get the dope,”
McClelland would tell the little dog.
She learned to stop and stare him in
the eye whenever she found it. They
trained in buildings, parking lots,
in fields, and to the cacophony of
barking dogs in the animal warden’s
office.

Midge participated in her first

mission, a school search, when she
was six months old. The day after
her first birthday, she underwent the
certification test administered by the
Ohio Attorney General’s Office for
marijuana detection.

Midge excelled at finding drugs in
car interiors and trunks, and unlike
heavier dogs, she didn’t scratch up-
holstery or cause other damage.

A frequent presence at commu-
nity events, she helped build trust
between the public and law enforce-
ment personnel. “Poison-proofed,”
she refused food from strangers
unless McClelland gave his permis-
sion. In schools, she darted to him
whenever a child tried to pick her
up. The sheriff seized such moments
to teach kids about dangers from
strangers.

Midge will celebrate her 12
birthday on November 6. Although
she and McClelland retired at the
end of last year, they are often out
and about and recently visited nurs-
ing home residents. People some-
times ask if Midge does tricks.

“She finds dope,” McClelland said.
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WE HONOR VETERANS
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™ Personalized Care for Veterans

NORTHERN OHIO'S HOSPICE OF CHOICE

families live their lives with dignity.

hospicewr.org/veterans.

Honoring Our Veterans

AT HOSPICE OF THE WESTERN RESERVE, WE HONOR OUR
VETERANS EVERY DAY. Through our Peaceful & Proud initiative,
hospice veterans can receive care from staff members trained
on how the unique life experiences of veterans shape end-of-
life preferences. Through specialized, quality care, patients and

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with a chronic or
serious illness and you need help, insist on Hospice of the
Western Reserve. Your journey to compassionate care begins at

WESTERN RESERVE

Q HOSPICE OF THE
X7

@ 800.707.8922 | 4 hospicewr.org/veterans

www.dd214chronicle.com
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A Path to Your Light ‘g o

By Paul Robert Ernst

warm hello to all my brothers

and sisters in the military, their

families and loved ones, and
those who care for them.

I work in the field of mental health. I
love it and have been doing it for years.
I still go to work every day with a smile,
and pray that I open my heart to what-
ever comes before me, but some days, I
gotta tell you ... well, you know.

Last year I went through a mental
health crisis myself.

Walking around the house feeling
useless; my life force just left me, and
I couldn’t get out of these blues. Didn’t
want to go to work, just wanted to die.
Tried Prozac, Wellbutrin, and a couple
other meds. For me, just made it worse.

That’s not unusual for guys, espe-
cially those who have suffered trauma.

Guys are reluctant to get help. Let’s
say your car was falling apart and you

couldn’t get to work. You'd get it fixed
quickly.

So last year I underwent therapy
myself. Had to get myself fixed. Was
driving my beloved nuts with my
depression.

This is just about one aspect of my
therapy. I refer to it as an adjunct to
therapy for PTSD, depression, low
self-esteem, and more.

My therapist gave me homework
every week. One of the things he said
was, “Make a list, every day, of things
that went well.”

For years, my wife and I would
share things we were happy about,
things that put a smile on our faces
that day. We've gotten out of that
habit, sorry to say.

So we started that back up. [ start-
ed exercising again.

I worked hard to be totally honest

picture of a Happiness Jar. It struck
anerve and [ wanted to try it.

I started January 1. Here’s a
picture of my Happiness Jar, about
eight months into the year. The lid is
never screwed on.

That’s what I wanted to share
with you. I want to gently encourage
you to do this yourself. Find a jar

s and start writing some good things
about today. Every day. And watch
- the jar fill up. (Throw away the lid.)

Think about giving yourself or
the troubled person in your life a
Happiness Jar. It doesn’t have to be
fancy; dig it out of your recycling
bin.

It will make a difference. Your
heart will find light where it used to
be hidden.

I send you goodness and light.
From my heart to yours.

in therapy, to face those demons
that frightened and depressed me.
It wasn’t easy. I think of it as run-
ning up a hill. Difficult, but I could
see the top.

I tried to be cognizant of, “what
went well.” I was doing that list every
day and I really enjoyed it. Then I
saw something on Facebook. It was a
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Navy Veteran Finds Career Helping Other
Veterans Navigate System after Their Service
tractor-trailers for 10 years after he got out

N of the service in 1994. When his truck was

hit by another big rig he spent some time during his
recuperation deciding if he wanted to go back to
driving as a career.

“A lot of the problems the Veterans Administration
was having started to become front page news at
that time,” Blackburn said. “That’s when | decided
| wanted to do something to help veterans improve

avy veteran Thomas Blackburn was driving

Thomas Blackburn

their lives.”

The Portsmouth, Ohio, native and his wife were living in Columbus but moved to
Lorain County four years ago to be closer to their children and their grandchildren.
“We didn’t want to miss them growing up,” he said.

He also found Lorain County Community College where he earned an associate
of applied science degree in public administration and got involved with other
activities that would prepare him to help veterans after graduation.

“| started at LCCC just as the college was extending its outreach to veterans,”
he said. “So, the time was right and | got a job as a student worker in the newly
opened Veterans and Military Service Members Center.”

Blackburn went on from there to working in the enrollment services area with
Carrie Delaney assisting veterans. This work included participating on the Veterans
Programming and Advisory committee on campus and partnering with the Lorain
County Veterans Service Office and Veterans Administration on events and
activities to aid veterans.

“These and other out-of-class experiences were quite valuable and had an
impact on my career path after graduation,” Blackburn said.

Shortly after graduating last May, Blackburn started working as a Veterans
Service Officer with the Lorain County Veterans Service Office.

“When | began at LCCC, | knew | wanted to help veterans in some way but |
wasn't exactly sure in what capacity,” he said. “As | went along | became more
interested in directly aiding them, to make sure they got the benefits they earned
through their service to our nation.”

He helps veterans and their families navigate the full menu of services offered to
veterans, which can be a frustrating experience.

“There are so many great programs set up to help veterans but they can be
challenging to access,” Blackburn said. “Helping to smooth out these bureaucratic
processes for clients is very rewarding.”

For more information on services for veterans at LCCC call (440) 366-7685 or
visit www.lorainccc.edu/veterans.

For more information on services for veterans at the Lorain County Veterans
Services Office, call (440) 284-4625 or visit www.loraincountyveterans.com.

www.dd214chronicle.com
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$3 MILLION RAISED

For the past four years, the Greater Cleveland Fisher House taskforce has worked tirelessly to meet the $3 million
dollar fundraising goal in order to break ground on the very first Greater Cleveland Fisher Houses. At the very
heart of our program, Fisher Houses offer a "home away from home,” a place where families can
stay and support their loved ones — at no cost — while they receive specialized military
hospital/VA medical care. These houses allow the patients and families to focus on
what's most important, the healing process. In addition to our houses, the Fisher House
Foundation has several other initiatives including our Hero Miles program, Hotels for
Heroes and providing scholarships to military children and spouses. Through your
generosity, we are proud to announce that CLEVELAND, OHIO will be home to the next
Fisher Houses, serving the Louis Stokes VA Medical Center. Thank you Cleveland, your
generosity means bringing our heroes home.

We encourage you to find out more about the Fisher House program by visiting us
online at www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org or by calling (440) 377-0067.

THANK YOU

*x » « *» x » * Oleveland *




Welcoming the Stranger

atholic Charities Office
‘ of Migration and Refugee
Services has a long history
of answering the call to welcome
the stranger. They are one of the
frontline organizations in Greater
Cleveland that provide a safe
and hopeful refuge for our new
neighbors.

“Our efforts give individuals
resources they really need to im-
prove their lives.” said Tom Mrosko,
Director of Catholic Charities Office
of Migration and Refugee Services.
“It’s the first place they come and
our priority is to help them learn
English, find a place to live, get a job,
help their children connect with day
care or schools, navigate social ser-
vices, and so much more.

“In addition to the hard working
staff, we really depend on our devot-
ed volunteers who make important
contributions to meeting needs,” said
Mrosko.

“Tessa Laubacher is one of our
valued volunteers who help refugees
adapt to their new surroundings.
Tessa serves in the Sisters of Humility
of Mercy Volunteer Program and

Rubi Deng with Tessa Laubacher, a Sisters of Humility of Mercy volunteer who shares
her time and offers tremendous support to help refugee families feel at home.

settling into day care.

We were most impressed that Rubi
loves that people work hard here and
she wants to be one of those people
that works hard. She is determined
to give back and is well on her way to
doing just that.

Rubi is, “very grateful for the car-
ing people from Catholic Charities
who have accepted me like family. It’s
good to be in a new home where I feel
welcomed and accepted.”

There is an incredible display of
compassion and service by Catholic
Charities Office of Migration
Services to the refugee community as
they answer the biblical call to wel-

provides outreach and advocacy for
new refugees, including Rubi Deng.”

Rubi Deng is a soft-spoken
Sudanese refugee making a new life
here with her young son. Rubi fled
a violent marriage before making
her way to Cleveland. “I am very
happy here and this is a place where
I feel very welcomed. This is my new
homeland,” said Rubi.

The day we met with Rubi, she

come the stranger among us.

For more information on the Catholic
Charities Office of Migration and
Refugees, please call 216-281-7005.

shared good news that she will be
starting work soon on the Refugee
Farm. It was also her son’s first day

“If Light Is In Your Heart You Will

Find Your Way Home.”
— Jolaluddin Rumi

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR VETERANS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

The Ohio Department of Higher Education promotes scholarship
opportunities such as the Ohio War Orphans Scholarship, Ohio
Safety Officers Memorial Fund and Ohio National Guard
Scholarship. It also helps connect students with financial aid
resources through the Federal Gl Bill or state-based initiatives like
the Ohio College Opportunity Grant.

ERA Realtors

REAL ESTATE |] Qsacn ERAsv Office is Independently Owned and Operated

‘= Mobile: 216-205-9973
5 Fax: 440-331-2840
‘ reganlongstreet@yahoo.com

Regan Longstreet
Army Veteran
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VA PENSION - AID AND ATTENDANCE PROGAM

Veterans or their spouses who are age 65 and older or permanently and totally
disabled may be eligible for monetary support to meet their home care, assisted
living and/or nursing home expenses.

The veteran must have 90 days or more of active military service with at least
one day during a period of war.

The veteran's discharge must have been under conditions other than
dishonorable and the disability must be for reasons other than the veteran's own
willful misconduct.

WHAT IS A PERIOD OF WAR?
a) WWII: December 7, 1941 through December 31, 1946.

b) Korean War: June 27, 1950 through January 31, 1955.

c) Vietnam War: August 5, 1964 (February 28, 1961 for “in country” service)
through May 7, 1975.

d) Gulf War: August 2, 1990 to present.
The disability does not need to be service related.

a) Applicant requires assistance in personal function of daily living, bedridden,
or in a nursing home.

3) Applicant must have limited assets and income. There is no set limit for assets.
Each case is based upon the care needs of the applicant.

4) Applicant must have actual expenses relating to the care and assistance.
These expenses are used to calculate the benefit.

5) VA pension can be received in conjunction with other government benefits.

www.dd214chronicle.com




Polish Partisans Protected Downed Flier

By Jerri Donohue

ichard Hansler knew that
RGerman fighter pilots some-

times fired upon Allied fliers
who parachuted from crippled
planes. Hoping to escape their no-
tice, the navigator delayed opening
his parachute when he jumped from
a B-17 on September 13, 1944.

The ploy worked.

“When my ‘chute opened, I won-
dered if I might be in Heaven,” the
93-year old Pepper Pike resident
said. “After all the chaos of being
in the plane, [there was] the com-
plete silence, and the beautiful
surroundings of the fields and the
mountains.”

Hansler’s crew had dropped
their bombs on a synthetic gas
manufacturing plant in Blechhamer,
Germany.

As they left the target, an explo-
sion knocked out two engines, the
radio and their oxygen system.
Enemy fighter planes attacked when
they were forced to drop altitude
in order to breathe. Realizing the

aircraft would
never reach
Allied territory,
the crew bailed
out.

Hansler land-
ed in what was
then Slovakia.
Farmers who
witnessed his
descent hid him
in the woods.

Richard Hansler

local homes. They
gathered at a des-
ignated spot for
meals, surviving
on eggs, potatoes
and cabbage.
Hansler carried
a pistol and took
his turn at guard
duty.

The partisans
occasionally blew

After dark,
a man took the American by oxcart
to a nearby village. The Germans
arrived for a house-to-house search
and Hansler slipped away and fled
up the mountain. His helpers then
turned him over to Polish partisans
who led the flier across the border
into Poland. He reunited with three
crewmembers and learned the
Germans had captured five others.

“The Major,” a middle-aged vet-
eran of the Polish army, led a band
of 50 partisans who lived in tents
while the airmen usually slept in

up bridges or
ambushed enemy convoys. Hansler
participated in one such mission,
but the Germans retreated as soon
as a nervous soldier opened fire.
The Poles wanted nothing to do
with the approaching Red Army.
“They hated the Russians as much
as they hated the Germans,” Hansler
said.
The Major knew the Soviets
could get the fliers home, however,
and so he delegated Hansler and
a Canadian to make contact. A
Russian patrol delivered the two

men to a drunken sergeant who
assumed they were Germans and
prepared to shoot Hansler. Nobody
spoke English, but a sober corporal
realized Hansler was American and
interrupted the intended execution.

Hansler and the Canadian fetched
the other Allied airmen — which by
then included an Australian, a New
Zealander and another American
crew. The Russians trucked them all
to the rear where Hansler collapsed
with pneumonia. He spent six weeks
in a Red Army field hospital before
traveling alone by train to Odessa.

Shortly before the war ended in
Europe, he sailed to Naples with
hundreds of other Allied servicemen
stranded in Russia.

Hansler’s ordeal was over, but his
family’s was not. For months the
navigator had been listed as Missing
in Action. He sent his parents a
telegram from Italy to confirm he
was alive.

“My poor parents suffered a lot
more than I did,” Hansler said.

We provide two basic services:

1. Temporary emergency financial aid
and assistance to eligible veterans and
family members who have demonstrated
a need as set forth by the Commission.
2. Assist veterans, family members and
survivors when applying to the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)

for benefits.

Our assistance includes but is not limited to:

* Financial Assistance:

* Rent and mortgage payments

e Utilities: Gas, Electric and Water
* Food and personal Hygiene items
e Certain Medical

* Transportation to and from VA Medical Centers in Cleveland (Louis Stokes
Hospital), Parma and Akron CBOC’s, Ohio

* Grave markers and flags

* Free Notary for Veterans & Families

Service Assistance:

We’d like to thank all of our Veterans and
Military for their on-going sacrifices to
ensure our way of life shall never perish
from this earth. May God Bless you and
your families this upcoming Veterans Day.
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* Preparations of forms and paperwork oprt tha door tasepport.

* Documentation of claims and pertinent data _ A ¢ - R T T
* Proper submission of claims to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs thril @  seeeessseeeessssree e e s s e st arrma s s nnma s s rnmass st nnmssatanassatannssassnnsssnnnnssannnnnsns

service organization Contact us:
e Submission for awards decorations and medals - . .
Watch us on veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
www.medinacountyveterans.org

(11l Tube
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Early Registration
Options for Veterans

Book Vouchers
(to help defray the cost of texts)

WALSH UNIVERSITY

FREE Tuition For Veterans
5&1/1/0#1? those that 5&01/@(/ o &mﬁzy

3 For Six Straight Years, Walsh Has Been
i Recognized as a Military Friendly School

A Catholic University of Distinction

School for
Professional
Studies

*For those that qualify

For more information, contact Zachary Burkey
at 330.490.7650 or zburkey@walsh.edu.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

facebook.com/DD214Chronicle

A HEART OF SERVICE

WALSH GRADUATE, FORMER SOLDIER ENCOURAGES
VETERANS TO ACHIEVE ACADEMIC GOALS

=

e A =
- James Sanders _

hen Sergeant James
Sanders arrived at
Walsh University in

2013, he wanted to do more
than earn his college degree.
He wanted to make a differ-
ence. And in four years at
Walsh, he’s done just that.
Sanders left a legacy on cam-
pus that has enriched the entire
University community while
benefitting future members of
the military who choose to at-
tend Walsh.

Growing up in Marysville,
Ohio, Sanders enlisted in the
Ohio Army National Guard
after he graduated from high
school.

“I was looking at my next
steps and coming from a family

with a long history of military
service, | realized that was the
best path for me as well,” said
Sanders. “I enlisted a month
after | turned 18 and in total
served for seven years with one
deployment to Afghanistan.”

While in the Army National
Guard, Sanders was em-
ployed for five years in food
operations and spent the last
two years of service in public
affairs. As he prepared for
deployment in 2012, Sanders
began to think about what he
wanted to do when he returned
home to civilian life.

“Before | deployed, | began
to explore my college options
through the G.1. Bill. When |
visited Walsh, | knew it would
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be the right fit for me. | was 21
when | started as a freshman and
still in active duty,” said Sanders.
“Coming into Walsh's values-
based environment really helped
me a lot. All of the support from
faculty and staff at Walsh made
the transition into college that
much easier.”

Sanders quickly became in-
volved on campus as an ambas-
sador with the Alumni Association
and the Walsh University Student
Government (WUSG). He served
as a student Senator in his first
semester and held almost every
WUSG position available includ-
ing President, Senate Chair and
Senate Commissioner. He was
also a member of the Walsh
Track and Field Team, American
Marketing Association, Lean in
Club and the Walsh Business
Club. He graduated in May 2017
with his bachelor’s degree in
Corporate Communications and
double minors in Economics and
Marketing. Through his work in
Walsh’s DeVille School of Business
student organizations, he secured
a job several months before grad-
uation and is currently employed
in the Management Development
Program at Keenan Advantage
Group in Stark County.

“I didn’t know what to expect
when | started at Walsh. The way |
balanced everything was by jump-
ing into as much stuff as | could.

It forced me to hone my time
management skills,” said Sanders.
“] know for some veterans, the
idea of going back to school may
seem overwhelming after being a
part of the huge military culture.
But | want them to know, it's really
not. Especially if you get involved.
And then, it's just like anything
else you've done in the military.
You adapt to the environment. You
adapt to the culture.”

While Sanders immersed himself
in the community at Walsh, it is
the work he did on behalf of his
fellow veterans that makes him the
proudest. During his first full year
on student government, Sanders
spearheaded the formation of
a Student Government Veterans
Commission to address the needs
of military students on campus.

The Commission organized
Veteran specific programming
on campus and coordinated
service projects such as a care
package drive through the Walsh
Campus Ministry for those serving
overseas.

www.dd214chronicle.com

“We tried to initiate programs
that would bring awareness
to the Veterans among us on
campus. One of my first goals
was to begin a formal Veterans
Day Flag Ceremony on campus.
We researched and created a
completely original program to
honor U.S. veterans and those
currently serving in our Armed
Forces around the world. It has
now gone on for four years,”

said Sanders. “Walsh University
helped me make the transition,
and | wanted to do something to
give back to the University com-
munity before | left. All of these
initiatives build off of each other
and will help those who come
after me enjoy a successful col-
lege experience like the one |
was blessed with at Walsh.”
Walsh University has been
honored for seven consecutive

years as a Military Friendly School
by G.I. Jobs Magazine and is also
a proud participant in the Yellow
Ribbon Program, a financial pro-
vision arrangement for military
students as part of the Post-9/11
Veterans Educational Assistance
Act of 2008. For more information
about Walsh’s commitment to at-
tracting and supporting military
students, visit www.walsh.edu/
veterans.

=
AL

1710\

VEPERANS &
DEPENDENTS OF
'ETERANS

b / o o
iYou May Be Eligible For
' .fQ\JE;fi;][Ei;ilj[dlgr\l‘(:ilil ‘V‘[ijt]]Lnoo

* VA Claims e Disability/ Widow Pensions
* Military Records * Memorial Affairs
* Social Work ¢ Rent/Mortgage
o Utility Bills * Food ° Clothing and Hygiene
*VA Medical Transportation

2

CUYAHOGA COUNTY
VETERANS SERVICE COMMISSION

1849 Prospect Ave., Ste 150 | Cleveland, OH 44115
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Chris Sanders

hen Christopher Sanders
struggled to transition
from sailor to student, he

sought help from Baldwin Wallace’s
Military and Veteran Support Team.

“They coached me very well,”
Sanders said of Veteran Student
Services Coordinator Randy
Stevenson and Nancy Jirousek,
Director of Adult, Transfer and
Military Services.

“I still have a good relationship
with Randy today,” Sanders said. “I
talk to him all the time. [ probably
will for the rest of my life.”

Sanders enrolled in college as
soon as he left the Navy in 2012. He
majored in accounting and piled on
classes. Two years later, he realized
how poorly he had adjusted to civil-
ian life.

The problem wasn’t academics.

“I think a lot of veterans have the
brain power to go to school,” Sanders

4

said. “I took a math minor. It was dif-
ficult but I got through it.”

For the former sailor, beginning
college later in life - and outside the
familiar parameters of his Navy ex-
perience - proved to be a challenge.

“It is just a complete life style
change that we [veterans] aren’t used
to,” he said.

He credits Stevenson, a 10-year
Army man, for steering him in the
right direction.

Meanwhile, his Navy stint gave
Sanders an advantage in school - he
could handle long workdays.

“I'm able to focus hard on the task
at hand,” he said. “We’d have to focus
for 16 hours straight a day during
deployments.” In contrast, classwork
and 8-hour workdays fly by.

The former Petty Officer 3rd Class
graduated from Baldwin Wallace in
May. He now works in finance and
accounting at Light of Hearts Villa in

Former Sailor
Found a Homeport

at Baldwin Wallace

University

By Jerri Donohue

Bedford, a complete switch from his
Navy job.

As the crash salvage supervisor
on the USS Makin Island, Sanders
oversaw firefighting duties on the
flight deck. He also was responsible
for wreckage clearance from the
landing area and maintenance of a
fire truck, a crane and all firefighting
equipment.

During his five years in the service,
Sanders deployed to Somalia and
Djibouti. Anti-piracy operations were
launched from the USS Makin Island.

“We stayed off the coast of Somalia
for four months straight without see-
ingland,” he recalled.

Sanders enjoyed touring the
world. His first deployment took
him through the Straits of Magellan,
with stops in Belize, Brazil, Chile and
Peru.

In Hawaii, the USS Makin Island
participated in RIMPAC, training

exercises with ships from numerous
countries.

“It’s like a chess match,” Sanders
said. “Ten countries would join to-
gether and you’d see ships for as far
as you could see in every direction,
all lined up in formation.”

During another cruise, the USS
Makin Island weathered a tropical
storm that killed more than 900 peo-
ple in the Philippines. Sanders spent
Christmas in Singapore that year.

When the ship was in its home
port, San Diego, an uncle who lived
there often hosted Sanders and his
friends, and invited them for holiday
meals.

The former sailor dismisses any
negative aspects of his Navy days
and dwells on positives such as see-
ing the world.

“The camaraderie was the best
part, making lifelong friends,”
Sanders said.

Vietnam War Commemoration Event

he Geauga County Veterans Service Commission is commemorating the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Vietnam War. The ceremony will be
September 1, 2017 at 12:00 noon during the Great Geauga County Fair in Burton at the Main Grandstand.
This is the second Geauga County Veterans Service Commission event in support of The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration.
Its primary focus is to thank and honor our 7 million living Vietnam veterans and the families of all 9 million who served on active duty in the U.S.
Armed Forces between November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975, regardless of location.
As a proud partner with the Vietnam War Commemoration, the Geauga County Veterans Service Commission has joined more than 10,000
organizations across the country in committing to host events that thank and honor Vietnam veterans and their families for their sacrifice and

service on behalf of the nation.

“To honor Vietnam veterans is a great privilege, and we’re proud to have Vietnam veteran Ohio Supreme Court Justice William O’Neill as our guest
speaker,” said Director Michele Pemberton of Geauga County Veterans Service.

The event is free for veterans and seniors and open to the public.

Anyone interested in attending, especially those who served in uniform from November 1, 1955 - May 15, 1975,
and their families should contact the Geauga County Veterans Services at (440) 279-1860.

Veterans will need to validate their service with a discharge form DD214.

Join the nation ... thank a Vietham veteran!

DD 214 Chronicle September/October 2017

www.dd214chronicle.com




The Mission of the Community West Foundation is to advaﬂce
the health and well being of our commumty

JOIN US.

Community
West
Founaatic

Illumina

440-360-7370

www.communitywestfoundation.org
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BALDWIN
WALLACE

UNIVERSITY

Are you ready to continue your education®?

BW offers a great adult learning community and all
the resources of one of “America’s Best Colleges.”

¢ Choose from programs for bachelor degree completion,
accelerated BSN, Physician Assistant, MBA, or MAEd.

¢ Classes are offered in Berea and at Corporate College East.
Some courses are available online.

e Your DD214 gives you up to 25 hours of college credit. Other
military training and previous college credit may count toward
degree requirements.

¢ Post 9/11 Veterans: BW is proud to be part of the Yellow
Ribbon program. Your G.I. Bill benefits may make your BW
education tuition free!

Contact an admission counselor today!
Go to www.bw.edu/military or call 440-826-8012.

Baldwin Wallace does not discrif 3 ; creejge disability, national origin,

gender or sexual oriep olicies or programs.
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MICHAEL CORCORAN

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT

By JC Sullivan

J.C. Sulllivan

on-line Encyclopedia of Cleveland

History. Michael Corcoran, a
veteran of the 8th US Cavalry, was
buried in Calvary Cemetery, and
had been a recipient of the Medal of
Honor (MOH).

Established in December, 1861, to
boost morale during the Civil War,
it is America’s highest award for
military valor.

Upon learning this, [ wondered
if there was an MOH stone at his
gravesite. [ phoned Thomas J.

Kelley, then-Director of Business
Development at Calvary Cemetery,
Cleveland. He checked and was
surprised to learn that “we had him.”
And, no, there was no MOH stone.
“We never realized he was a Medal of
Honor veteran.”

Next I contacted a Hibernian
brother, Mike Finnin, Columbus,
thinking he would know someone
who could secure a proper MOH
stone. Mike led me to Amanda, Ohio
resident Raymond J. Albert, a mem-
ber of the National Medal of Honor
Historical Society.

Through his efforts we secured a
government-issued commemorative

It began with a paragraph in the

white marble marker. Kelly added
they would waive any fees associated
with placing it at Corcoran’s final
resting place.

We were hoping the stone would
arrive in time for us to plan a cer-
emony on Veterans Day, complete
with full military fanfare; color
guard, rifle salute, a bagpiper, bu-
gler, and Catholic Chaplain. And I
was hopeful we might locate any
Corcoran descendants that might
still reside in the area.

I contacted The Plain Dealer and
reporter Janet Cho was given the
assignment. She met us at alocal
restaurant. In a series of stories,
she wrote that we were looking for
descendants. “What would make
everything complete,” I said at the
time, “would be if we could have
family members present at the honor
ceremony.”

The morning it appeared,
Corcoran’s great granddaughter
broke into tears as she read Cho’s
account of our search for her fam-
ily. “I started crying, realizing that
the family he was searching for was
me and my family,” Patty Corcoran
Krutowskis of North Olmsted said.
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She immediately called her sister
Donna Gingrich, Brunswick, to tell
her about it. They had spent years try-
ing to track down information about
Michael, who emigrated from County
Cork, Ireland, and tried unsuccessful-
ly to obtain a commemorative Medal
of Honor marker for his grave.

He had enlisted in the Army in
Wheeling, WVa., and was assigned
to the 8th U.S. Cavalry, operating
out of Camp Whipple in the Arizona
Territory, where they protected white
settlers on the western frontier from
the Apaches.

We don’t know exactly what indi-
vidual actions Corporal Corcoran took
on that August day in 1869 when they
engaged a band of Apaches between
the Agua Fria and Rio Verde rivers,
but he may have been among a group
of 24 men who fought with a band of
Indians, killing six.

We know he displayed courage,
valor and unselfishness when he
took action against an enemy.
Nonetheless, it tells us much about
his character. In 1916 the govern-
ment dropped 911 names from
the roster of the Medal of Honor.
Michael Corcoran’s name was not

one of them. His discharge papers
simply say, “He was a good, sober and
faithful soldier.”

Despite a temperature of 42 de-
grees, about 80 people turned out for
the Veterans Day event at Calvary
Cemetery, including about 25
Corcoran descendants, several vet-
erans groups, and dozens of strang-
ers who simply wanted to honor
Veterans Day with other veterans. “I
just want to thank everybody here
for what they’'ve done for my grand-
father,” a teary-eyed Bob Corcoran
said. At his home in Pembroke Pines,
Florida is the Medal of Honor award-
ed to his grandfather.

James Corcoran, Brooklyn, said
of his grandfather: “He died in 1919,
never talked about fighting Apaches
or the Medal of Honor he received for
his bravery in combat. We, as does
the nation, remember him as a hero.
I don’t know what he would think of
it, because he never talked much, but
I'd like to have had him see it.”

Sullivan, a U.S. Army 2nd Armored
Division veteran, is a fellow Desert
Rat, having also served in the Arizona
Mojave Desert in an operation dubbed
“Desert Strike.”
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Fly Fishing

NETS LASTING BENEFITS FOR DISABLED VETS

ince Mike Paris

began overseeing

the Akron program
of Project Healing Waters
Fly Fishing (PHWFF)
three years ago, he has
watched disabled veter-
ans develop skills - and
friendships.

“They help one an-
other,” Paris said. “Two
or three of the guys are
exceptional fly-tiers. They
help the newbies. That’s
what we are interested in,
that camaraderie.”

Paris’ counterpart in
Cleveland, Monte Casey,
agreed.

“That’s the healing
part,” Casey said. “They
gather in groups, and they
start talking with one an-
other and enjoying good
conversations, as well as
doing the activities.”

Navy veteran Ed
Nicholson, who grew up in
Wadsworth, co-founded
Project Healing Waters
in 2005. Nicholson real-
ized fly fishing gives
disabled veterans physi-
cal, psychological and
social benefits. The project
provides instruction in
fly-tying, casting and rod
building and organizes
several outings each year.
Participation is open to
veterans injured in civil-
ian life as well as those
who sustained injuries
during military service.
There is never any cost to
the veteran.
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By Jerri Donohue

“The tactile skills are
so important for some of
the vets that have handi-
caps with arms or legs,”
Paris said.

Casting or working with
flies strengthens certain
muscles and improves
hand-eye coordination.

Casey noted that fly-
tying also helps veterans
with traumatic brain inju-
ries to improve focus.

“It takes concentration
to do fly-tying and it takes
motor skills,” he said. “It’s
not very difficult, but it
takes those two things.”

During several PHWFF
outings each year, vets
apply what they learn.
The neighbor of a partici-
pating veteran recently
invited the anglers to fish
his large private pond in
Clinton, and he hosted
a barbecue for them.

Pine Lake Trout Club in
Chagrin Falls treated the
veterans to lunch and a
day of fishing in June,
and other groups have
welcomed them.

Casey said such organi-
zations can provide dedi-
cated, skilled volunteers.
Members of Firelands
Flyfishers currently work
with vets at a location in
Sheffield Village. Casey
hopes to expand Project
Healing Waters to an
eastside location, and to
one in southern Cuyahoga
County. To do this, he
needs volunteers willing

to commit their time on
an ongoing basis.

The Akron program,
which extends to veterans
as far south as Columbus,
meets twice each month.
Paris praises the vol-
unteers who make this
possible, including a man
active in Western Reserve
Trout Unlimited out of
Wadsworth.

Both Paris and Casey
would like to recruit vet-
erans as volunteers, and
they encourage more dis-
abled vets to try Project
Healing Waters.

Casey uses his own
experience to illustrate
the benefits of fly fishing.
Several years ago, a car
accident left him with a
shoulder injury that could
not be repaired surgically.
When a doctor recom-
mended activity to reduce
his pain, Casey tried fish-
ing with a fly rod.

“When you are on the
water, the sound of the
water, the tranquility
of it, and watching your
line to get a bite, it does
something to you,” Casey
said. “It takes your mind
off whatever your prob-
lem is.”

For information on the
Akron program, contact
Paris at 330-452-6475 or
at mike.paris65@gmail.com.
For the Cleveland program,
contact Casey at 440-773-
8064 or phwffclevelande
gmail.com.

THE TRI-C VETERANS INITIATIVE
Celebrating A Decade of Success

or over 53 years, Cuyahoga
FCommunity College (Tri-C) has

demonstrated its obligation to the
men and women who served in the U.S.
Armed Forces by providing Veterans
with access to affordable education
and workforce training programs that
enable them to successfully transition
from military to civilian life. Cuyahoga
Community College enrolls the sixth
largest number of student Veterans in
Obhio. This past year the College, for
the eighth consecutive year, earned
the designation as a “Military Friendly
School” by Gl Jobs Magazine. More
importantly Tri-C was ranked fifth in
the nation in service to veterans out
of 700 community colleges participat-
ing in the survey conducted by Victory
Media and the global accounting firm
of Ernest & Young.

“lt is estimated some 30,000 veter-
ans have had their futures begin at Tri-C
since the College opened its doors,”
said retired U. S. Coast Commander
Rick DeChant, the Executive Director
of the Tri-C Veterans Initiative. “This
November marks the tenth anniversary
of the roll out of the Colleges formally
established Veterans Initiative. In that
decade, the College’s Veterans Initiative
has assisted 35,800 Veterans and mili-
tary family members in preparing for
college and has helped them as they
transition into academic programs or
fast-track workforce training programs
that are aligned with the needs of area
employers.” During the past decade
the Cuyahoga Community College’s
Veterans Initiative has:
¢ Has conducted contact with 7,000
Veteran and military families annu-
ally through activities and community
outreach events
Served a diverse student and commu-
nity base of 65% male, 35% female,
and 35% minorities
Offered academic assessments and
guidance for developing academic
and career plans
Connected Veterans with the
College’s fast-track certificate and
degree programs
Linked Veterans with College-Staffed
Success Teams on each campus. The
teams oversee connections with coun-
seling, tutoring and numerous other
resources provided by the College
Connected Veterans with support
available through the Gl Bill and
assists Veterans in obtaining other
financial assistance, including
scholarships provided through the
Alfred Lerner Memorial Endowed
Scholarship Fund
Serving as a key component of
the Veterans Initiative, Cuyahoga
Community College’s Veterans Services
Centers provide outreach and support
services to Veterans at the College’s
Arconic Foundation Metropolitan
Campus Veteran Center, the RPM
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Westshore and Brunswick Campuses
Veteran Centers, the Kisco Foundation
Crile Veterans Center and Archives at
the Western Campus, and at the Alfred
Lerner Veterans Center at the Eastern
Campus.

“One of our proudest moments came
on December 7, 2010 (Pearl Harbor
Day) when, with the support of AT&T, re-
tired Tri-C faculty member and veteran
Ms. Bettie Baker, and the leadership at
The Louis Stokes VA Medical Center,
we opened the Veterans Education
Connection Center,” said DeChant.
“The Veterans Education Connection
Center at the Louis Stokes VA Medical
Center in Cleveland is only the second
college Veterans Center in the nation to
be located in a VA hospital. Veterans
receiving counseling and other services
at the VA Medical Center can not only
take online classes from Cuyahoga
Community College, they also receive
college counseling, learn more about
their education and training options,
register for classes, apply for Gl Bill
benefits and use a wide array of edu-
cational and career resources.”

Over the past few years the Veterans
Initiative has made a major mid-course
adjustment to enhance its services.
“One of the challenges of being a
Veteran or military family member in
Northeast Ohio is that there is only one
major military base in the state, with
none in this area. Veterans, retirees and
families who live near major installa-
tions can go back to those bases for as-
sistance and resources,” said DeChant.
“Knowing this gap existed, we changed
our service model to, ‘if you don’t know
where to start for help, your welcome
inside our fence line at Tri-C.”” This
means you don’t have to be a student
veteran at the College to make use of
its Veteran Centers and their resources.
All Veterans and military families are
welcome. The College has hosted nu-
merous events for the Veteran -military
community including but not limited to:

Planting of the Poppies: Memorial
Day event held at the College’s
Veterans Memorial Garden

Veterans Benefits “Check Up”:
Conducted in partnership with the
Veterans Benefits, the Veterans Health
Administration, and the Cuyahoga
Veterans Services Commission. The
August 2017 event directly helped 530
Veterans who needed assistance with
VA benefits claims issues

Hiring our Heroes Veterans Job Fair:
This event attracted 67 regional employ-
ers and 166 pre-registered Veterans.
889 resumes were received at this event
and 267 job interviews conducted.
Nine jobs were offered on-site

So what does the next decade
hold for the Tri-C Veterans Initiative?
DeChant responded as any good sailor
would, “It's all ahead full!”
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GROWING STRONGER COMMUNITIES.
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We're putting down deep roots and giving
back fo the communities we serve.

We think it's only natural to cultivate meaningful relationships  volunteering over 130,000 hours of their time. From refurbishing
in the communities where we live and work. And at Dominion,  homeless shelters fo replenishing local food banks to cleaning
that means we do more than write checks. So while we're  up parks to helping soldiers and their families, we're donating
very proud to invest more than $20 million in our communities  the most precious resource of all: our energy. Learn more by
annually, we're even prouder of Dominion’s employees for  visiting dom.com/foundation.
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